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Plato



Greek original

[70a] MEN. ExeLg pot elmely, @ TWKPATEC, Apa SIEAKTOV f ApeTh; F) 00 SLEaKTtOV AAN' AoknTdv; A
o0te aokntov o0te pabntdv, NG duoeL Ttapayiyvetat Tolg avBpwtiolg fj GANAW T TPOTIW;

3Q. G Mévwv, Tipd Tol pév Ostralol e08OKLUOL foav év Toig "EANGLv kai €é8aupdlovto é¢' Uik
Te Kal TTAoUTw, [70b] vOv &8¢, wg €pol Sokel, Kal €t codiq, kat oLy fKiota ot tod ool étaipou
‘Aplotimtou ToATtat Aapioaiot. Toutou &¢ UMV altidg éott Nopyiag adikduevog yap €ig thv
TMOA épaoctdc €l codia €Andev ANELaS®V Te TOUC TIPWTIOUG, WV O GO €PACTAC €0TLV
Aploturiiog, kat TWv GMwv Oettal®v. Kat 6 kat todto to €00¢ LUGG €lBkev, aPoPwg Te Kal
peyaloTipent®¢ atmokpiveoBal €dv tig Tt €pntal, wotep €lkOG Toug [70c] €idotag, dte Kal autog
TIAPEXWV aUTOV £pwTav TV EANAVWVY T® Boulopevw OTL dv Tig fouAntal, kat oudevi 6Tw OUK
ATIOKPLVOUEVOC.

30). 8vBASe 8¢, B dide Mévwy, TO Evavtiov TEPLECTNKEV: WOTIEP AUXHOC TLG THS codiag yéyovey,
Kal KlvSuveveL [71a] €k TOvEe TV ToTwV Ttap’ LUAG olyeoBal A codia. €l yoOv tva €BENeLG 00TWG
gpéoBal TGV EvBade, ouSelc oTiC 0 yeNdoeTal Kal Epel: 0 EEVe, KIWSUVEDW OO SOKETY HAKAPLOG
TI¢ Elval—apethv yolv €ite S1Saktov €18’ 8Tw TPdTW Tapayiyvetal eidéval—eéye 6& Toooltov
6w elte Sidaktov glte ph Sidaktov eideval, Mot o06E avtd OtL ToT €0TL TO Tapdmav Apeth
TUYXAVW €i8WG.

[71b]

gy® oLV Kal alTdc, & Mévwy, oUTwe Exw- cupTTévopal Tol¢ ToAitalg Toutou Tol Tpdypatog, Kal
guauToV Katapéudopal W¢ oUK 8KC TiEPL APETHG TO Tapdmav: & 8& ph oida ti £otwy, TG v
6TOTOV Vvé TL €ideinv; R Sokel ool 0ldv Te lval, 80T Mévwva pPi YIYVWOKEL TO Ttapdmav 80TLG
€oTlv, TolTov €ibéval gite Kald¢ elte TTAOUGCLOG €lte Kal yevwalodg €0TLy, €lte KAl Tavavtia TouTwy;
SOKET 0oL 0l6V T €lval;

MEN. o0k Zpolye. GA\ o0, @ ZwKpates, AANOKC [71¢] 008’ BTl Apeth €0Twv oloBa, AaM\a tadta
Tiepl 000 Kal olkade amayyeNwpey;

3Q). pf MOVoV Ve, M ETalpe, AANG Kal 8TL 008’ BAN\W TIw EVETUYOV €L8OTL, WG ol SOKQ.
MEN. ti 8¢; Topyia o0k &véTuxeg 8te &vOASe fyv;

2Q. EYwyse.

MEN. €{ta oUk £¢806KelL ool siévay;

>0, 00 TMAVU €lpl pVARWY, ® Mévwy, HoTE 00K EXw ELMEIV &V TM TApOVTL TIRG poL TOTE E50Eev.
AN\ Towg EKEVOC Te OL8e, Kal ol & &kelvog ENeye: avapvnoov odv [71d] pe TG ENevev. el 68
BoUAEL, auTo¢ elmte: SoKel yap SATIoU ool ATtep EKelvw.

MEN. &€uouye.

3Q). gkelvov piv Tolvuv EQpev, ETELSH kal ameoty: ob 68 alTtdg, @ TPog Be®v, Mévwy, T NG
&pethv £lvay; itov Kal ph dBovAong, tva edtuxéotatov Pedopa EPeucuévoc @, &v Gavig ol pév
eldwg Kal MNopylag, eyw &€ elpnkw pndevi wToTE €60TL EvTeTUXNKEVAL.

[71e] MEN. &AN o0 XaAETOV, ) SWKPATEC, ELTElV. TIPOTOV HéV, €l BoUAEL AvSpd¢ APETHY, PAdLov,
6Tl altn €oTiv avdpdg ApeTh, ikavov glval Té THG TTONEWC TIPATTELY, Kal TIPATTOVTA TOUC HEV
di\ouc €0 ToLElY, TOUG & €XBpolC Kak®C, kal altdov eUAaBelodal pndév tolodtov absiv. i 6¢
BOUAEL yUVALKOG APETAY, 00 XAAETIOV SLeNBeTY, BTL 8T alTHV ThH oikiav €0 oikelv, cwWloucdv T Ta



gvSov kal KatAkoov oUoav Tol avspdc. kal &N\ éoTiv atso¢ Apetr), Kal Bnheiag kal appevog,
Kal TipeoBUTEPOU AVEPOC, €L pEV BOUAEL, EAeuBEpOU, €l 6€ BoUAEL, [72a] SoUAou.

MEN. kal dM\\at TtapmoAat dpetal €iowy, Wote ouKk amopia elmelv apetig TeEpL OTL €0Tiv- Kab'
€KAOTNV yap TV Tpagewv Kal TV NALKLOV TIPOC EKAOTOV €pyov £KAOTW APV ) APETH €0TLy,
woalTwg 6% olpal, @ SWKPATEC, Kal f kakia.

>0). TIOAN Vé T ebtuyia #otka kexpRoBal, & Mévwv, gl piav Znt®v apeThv opRvég T avnipnka
ApeTGV TIapd ool Keipevov. Atdp, ® Mévwy, katd Tavtnv Thy €ikéva thy [72b] Tiept Té ourvn, €l
HOU £POpEVOU HENTTNG TiEPL ovoiag &TL TToT £0Tiv, TTOANAC Kal Ttavtodardg #AeyeC avtdg ivar, T
&v Amekpivw poL, €0 o€ ApONV: apa TouTw GRS TIOANAC Kal Ttavtodardg sivat kal Stadpepolioag
AMAAWY, TG peNTTag €lvay i ToUTtw pév oUdEv Sladépoucty, BMNW 8¢ Tw, olov 7 KAMeL A
peyeOeL ) AANw Tw TOV ToloUTwV; ELTtE, TL Qv attekpivw oUTWE EpwTndElg;

MEN. To0T &ywye, Tt 0068V Stadépouaty, i péNTTAL eioly, f) ETépa ThH £Tépac.

[72c] 2Q. €l o0V eirov petd tadta- Todto toivuv pot adtd £iné, 0 Mévwv: @ o088V Stadpépouctv
AN\ TavTov oy &maoat, Tl TodTto GhG elvay; eixe SfATou Av T pot eimely;

MEN. &ywyse.

30, oltw S} kal Tepl TV APeT®V- KAV €l TTOMaL kal Tavtodamai giowy, év vé T £160¢ TalToOV
dmaocat &youowv SU O glolv dpetal, €i¢ 0 KAAQ®G Tou Exel amoPAEPavta TOV ATIOKPLVOUEVOV TR
gpWTAoAVTL €KETVo SnAGoal, & Tuyydvet [72d] oboa Apetr): ) o0 pavBAavelg Tt Aéyw;

MEN. §0k® y€ pot pavBdvetv: o0 pevtol wg foulopal Ve Tiw KATEXW TO EPWTWHEVOV.

3Q). étepov 8& Tepl APeTHC HOvov ool oUTw Sokel, G Mévwv, AN pév avspdg ivat, aNAn 62
yuvatkog kat T@v dMwy, i kal Tepl Lylelag kat Tepl peyeboug Kat TepL loyVog woautwg AAAN
uéEv avspog Sokel ool gival Vyieta, EAN 88 yuvalkdg; f Tavtov Tavtayod €i66¢ EoTwy, EAVTiEp
Oyiela [72e] f), AvTe év avSpl AvTe év ENw 6TwoDV f);

MEN. /| a0t pot Sokel Dyield ye elvat kai avspdg kai yuvatkag.

3. oUkoOv Kal péyeBog kal toy0g édviep loyxupd yuvh f, T® avt@® €8sl kal Tt alth loyui
loxupt Zotal; TO yap TH alth tolto Aéyw: 008Ev Stadépel TpdG TO Loy UG lval i toxUg, éAvte év
avdpl ) avte v yuvatki. i Sokel Tl ool Stadépewy;

MEN. oUk €poLye.

[73a] Q. i) 6& ApeTh TIPOC TO APETH €lval SloloeL T, EAvTe v TTatsl fj avte &v TpeoPUTr, EAVTE &V
yuvatki €avte €v avdpi;

MEN. ZpoLyé Ttwg SOKET, O ZWKPATEC, TOUTO OUKETL BOLOV £lval Tolg BANOLE TOUTOLC.
3Q). Tl 8¢; 00K AVEPOC pEV APETHY ENEVEC TIOAV €0 SLOLKELY, yuvalkog 82 oikiay;
MEN. &ywyse.

3Q. &p' o0V oldv te €0 Slotkelv i TOA A oikiav | 8ANo 6Todv, P cwdpdvwe Kal Sikaiwg
Sdlolkolvta;

MEN. ou &fjta.

[73b] 2Q. oukolv davrmep Skailwg kat cwdpovwg Slok®woly, Sikatoolvn kal cwdpooivn
Slolknoouoy;

MEN. avaykn.



>Q. TV avt@v dpa audotepol Séovtal, imep pENoucty ayadol ivat, kai f yuvh kal 6 avAp,
Skatoouvng kat cwdpoouvng.

MEN. ¢aivovtat.

2Q). Tl 8¢ Talg kal mpeoPUTNG LWV AKOAaoTOL BvTeq Kal AdtkoL dyabot av TIoTE YEVOLVTO;

MEN. ou 6fjta.

2Q). aNa cwdpoveg kal [73c] dikatoy;

MEN. vai.

Q). mavieg ap’ GvBpwtol T@® avt® TPOTw ayabol siowv: TtV avt®v yap tuxovteg dyadot
yilyvovtad.

MEN. £oLKe.
>0). 00K &v SATIOU, £l ye pf f adTh apeth AV avT®v, T adT® av TpoTw dyadol Aoav.
MEN. o0 6fjta.

ZQ. émeldn tolvuv f avth apeth TAvtwy €otiy, Telp® eimelv kal avapvnodbival ti avtd dnot
Fopylag elvat Kal oU PET keivou.

MEN. ti &\o V' i) dpXeLv 0ldv T elval TOV avBpwTwy; [73d] glmep év vé TL INTEIC Katd TavTwv.

3Q. A& PR ZnTd ve. AN dpa Kal Ttasog f avth apetr, G Mévwy, kal SovAou, &pyelv olw Te
glval o0 Ssomdtou, Kal Sokel ool £tL &v §o00Aog elval 6 Epywy;

MEN. o0 TtAvu pot SOKeT, @ ZWKPATEC.

¥0). o0 yap ko, W BpLoTe: TL yap Kal T08e okATEL. Bpyely GNC 0lov T lvat. o0 TIPocBrGOoEY
autooe 10 dikaiwg, adikwg &€ pn;

MEN. otpat &ywye: i yap SKatoolvn, @ SWKPATES, APETH E0TLV.

[73e] ZQ. téTEPOV ApETH, @ Mévwy, f APETA TIC;

MEN. t®¢ to0to AéyeLc;

3Q). ¢ Tepl EAoL 6Touodv. olov, €l BoUAEL, oTpoyYUAITNTOC TéPL elTtoly’ v Eywye &TL oxApa T
€0TLY, OUY OUTWG AmMA®G 6Tt oxfjpa. Sta tadta &€ oUtwg av glmotpt, 0Tl Kat &AAa £0TL oxpata.
MEN. 0pB®C ye Aéywv 00U, €TtEL Kal &ym Aéyw o0 pévov Sikatoolvny AN Kal BANag eivat dpetac.
[74a] ZQ. Tivag TadTag; £iTTé. olov Kal éyw ool (ot Av kal &N OXAUATA, €1 PE KEAEUOLS: Kal ol
o0V £pol giné BA\ag ApEeTAcC.

MEN. /| avSpeia toivuv Zuolye Sokel APETH gival Kal cwdpoolvn Kal codia kal peyaloTIpEmEeLa
Kal GAAaL TTApTToAAaL.

3. A\, @ Mévwy, TauTov TeMdvOapey: TIOMAG ad NUPAKAUEV ApeTaC piav {NTodvTeg, AoV
TpOTIoV 1) vuVbh): ThHV &£ piav, i) S1a tdvtwy TouTwv €0Tiv, 00 Suvaueba aveupelv.

MEN. o0 yap SOvapai w, 0 ZWKPaAtes, WG oL InTelg, [74b] piav apethv AaBelv Katd TAVTWY,
woTtep €v Tolg AANOLG.

3Q). elkOTWCE ye: GAN &ye TipoBupRoopat, £av oldg T &, AUES poBiLBdaoat. pavedvelg yap Tou 8Tt
oUTwol &xel Tiepl TAVTAC: €1 Ti¢ o€ Avépolto TolTo O VUVSH &yk EAeyov, Ti €0Tv oxfua, & Mévwy;
el a0TQ €lmeg BTL OTPOYYUAITNG, €l OOl ELTTEV ATIEP €yw, TIOTEPOV OXfjua f 6TPOYYUASTNG £0TLV )



oxAMA TL; €lTteC 8ATIOU &V BTL OYAUA TL.

MEN. Ttavu Ve.

[74c] 2Q. oOKoODv 614 tadta, OtL Kat GANAa £0TLV oXAHata;
MEN. val.

ZQ. kal €1 ye Tpooavnpwta og o0Tolaq, EAeyeg Av;

MEN. &ywyse.

3Q. kal ad &l Tepl ¥pWHATOE WOoAUTWE AVAPETO BTL £0TiV, Kal lMOVTOC 00U &TL TO AEUKOV, HETA
tadta UTéAaBev 6 EPWTMOV: TTOTEPOV TO AEUKOV XPRIUA £0TIV f XpOHA T, ELTTEC &V &TL XpOUA T,
SL0TL Kat BAN\a Tuyyavel 6vta;

MEN. &ywyse.

>0). kal €l V€ og ékéNeve Aéyely AANa Xpwpata, FAeyeC [74d] av EAAa, & o08Ev ATtov TuyXAvel dvta
Xpwpata tod Asukol;

MEN. val.

3Q). €l 00V (oTiEp &y PETAEL TOV Adyov, Kal ENeyev BTL AeL €i¢ TIOANA APLKVOUEDT, AN PA oL
oUTwWC, AAN €mteldn ta TIoAAa Tadta vi TwiL TipooayopeveLg ovouatt, kat ¢hg oudév avt®v OtL ov
oxfua givat, kai Tadta kai évavtia dvta GAANoLg, dTL £0Tiv ToDTo O 0USEV ATTOV KATEXEL TO
oTpoyyULAov i TO 0BV, 6 &N dvoudlelc oxfpa [74e] kat oudév paAov dhg TO oTpoyyuAov oxfua
glvat A T €0BU; A oY 00TW AéyeLC;

MEN. &ywyse.

3Q). ap’ olv, 8tav olTw Aéync, TOTe o0USEV paNOV GhG TO oTpoyyUAoV €lvat aTpoyyUAov 1 €080,
0oUGE TO €0BU €LOU 1) oTpoyyULAoy;

MEN. o0 8ATIOU, G ZWKPATEC,

3Q. aAN\& phv oXfud ve o088V pdiAov ph eivat t& otpoyyvlov Tod e0B£o¢, o0SE TO Etepov ToD
Etepou.

MEN. &AnBf AgyeLc.

3Q). ti Tote o0V tolto 00 TolTo Bvopd £0TLy, TO OxAua; [75a] TELP® Aéyely. €l 00V TH EpWTGHVTL
00TW¢ A TIEPL OYANATOC ) XpWHATOC ELTTEG &TL AN 006E HavBdvw Eywye 8TL BoUAEL, ® AVBPWTIE,
006% oida 8Tl Aéyelg, Towg v €Bavpace Kal eimev: o0 pavBavelg 8tL nT® o i MoV ToUToLG
TAUTOV; f) oUSE &Ml touTolg, W Mévwy, #xolg av eimely, € Ti¢ of épwTwn: T &oTv &m TR
OTPOYYUAW Kal €UOET kal €mi Tolg AANoLg, A &) oxApata KAAElg, Tavtov ETL TIAoL; TELp® ElTTElY,
lva kat yevntal oot peAETN TIPOC THY TEPL TG APETHG ATIOKPLOLV.

[75b] MEN. ur, @A\ 00, O ZWKPATEG, ELTTE.

2Q). BoUAeL ool xapiowpay;

MEN. Ttavu ve.

30). €0eAroELC 0VV Kal oU £pol elTtelv Ttepl THG APETHC;
MEN. &ywyse.

2Q). mpoBupuntéov toivuv: d§Llov yap.



MEN. Ttavu pév oov.

3Q). dépe 6A, MELPWUEBE ool elmelv T £0TIV oXfUa. OKOTIEL 0V £l TOSE AModéyn avTod ivat: E0Tw
yap & AUV tolto oxfua, 6 pévov TV GVTWV TUYXAVEL XPWHATL Al ETTOEVOV. iKavRG 0oL, i
MW W dnTELS; Eyw yap kav [75c¢] oltwg ayamnwny €l pot ApeThyv elmoLc.

MEN. &AN& To0T6 ve eDNBEC, M SWKPATEC.

2Q. IOC AEYELG;

MEN. 8Tt oXfud TTov £0Tv Katd TOV 0OV Adyov O Agl xpoa ETeTal. elev: €l §& 8 THv xpdav TI¢ Ui
dain idgval, AANG woaltwg aropol woTtep Tiepl Tob oxApatog, Tt Qv olel ool amokekpiobay;

2Q. TadANBR Eywye: Kal €l pev ye TOV 0o0P@V TLG €N KAl EPLOTIKWV TE KAl AYWVLOTIKOV O EPOUEVOC,
elmoy’ @v [75d] avt® OtL €pot pev slpntat €l 8& ph 0pOQG Aéyw, odv Epyov AapBdvelv Adyov kail
ENEYXELY. €L 6€ WOTIEP &YW Te Kal oL vuvl ¢pilotL dvteg BouAowvto GANAAOLG StaleyeaBal, S€tl 6N
TIPAOTEPOV TIWG Kal SLAAEKTLKWTEPOV AttokpiveaBal. 0Tt 6¢ 10w TO SLOAEKTIKWTEPOV [ HOVOV
TAANOR AamokpivecBal, GANG kal SU ékelvwv Qv v Tipocopoloyh eidéval 6 ZpWwTWUEVOC.
Tielpdoopal 8f kal €yw ool oUTwG lmelv. [75€e] Aéye yAp poL TEAEUTHV KAAELG TL; TOLOVEE Aéyw
olov Ti¢pag Kal #oxatov—Travta taita tadtév Tt Méyw: (owg & av Auiv Mpodikog Stadépotto,
AA\Q 0V Y€ TIOU KOAELG TeETeEpAvOal TL Kal TeteAeuTnKeEVaL—TO Tolo0tov BouAopal Aeyewy, oU6EV
TIoLK{AOV.

MEN. A& KaA®, Kal olpat pavedavely d AéyeLg.
[76a] ZQ. T( & émimeSov KaAETC TL, Kal Etepov al oTePESY, olov Tadta T v Talg yewpEeTpialg
MEN. &ywye KaA®.

2Q. /6N toivuv v pdbolg pou €k ToUTwv oxfpa 0 Aéyw. Katd yap avtog oxXAHATOC To0To Agyw,
€l¢ & TO otepedV Tepaivel, ToOT lval oxfua- émep &v cUNaBoV lrolut otepeod Tépag oxfua
glvat.

MEN. 16 62 Xp®ua Ti AéyeLg, O ZWKPATEG;

30. UBPLOTAC V' €, O Mévwy: &avdpl TIPEcPUTN TIPAYHATA TIPOOTATTEL, ATToKpivesBatl, altdg &8
00K €BéAeLg [76b] avapvnoBeic eimelv 8Tl tote Aéyel Nopyiag ApeThyv glval.

MEN. &N émetSdv pot oL TodT €mng, O ZWKPATEC, €K OOL.

30). K&V KATAKEKANUPHEVOG TLC Yvoin, @ Mévwy, Staleyopévou cou, 8Tl KaAOG €l kal épactai oot
&t elolv.
MEN. ti 8n;

2

2Q). 6tL 006ev NN 1) €ruTdtrelq €v TOlG AoyoLg, Otep Tiotodow ol Tpud®VTEG, ATE TUPAVVEVOVTEG
Ewg &v &v pa [76c] Wotv, kal &pa épol Towe katéyvwkag 8Tt elpl ATTWY TV KAAGV- yaptoduat
o0V ool Kal atokpvodpat.

MEN. Ttavu pév olv ydploat.

>0). BoUAeL o0V oot katd Mopylav amokpivwuat, i &v o pdAota dkoAouBARoalg;
MEN. BoUAopat ti¢ yap ou;

ZQ). oUKODV AgyeTe ATIOPPOAG Tvag TOV BvTwy Katd EumeSokAEQ;

MEN. odpd6pa ye.



>Q). Kal tépoug gig od¢ kal 8 v ai anoppoai Topevovtay,
MEN. Ttavu Ve.

Q. kal TV arnoppowv TaG HeEV AppiTTelY €violg TV [76d] TOpwv, Tag 8¢ ENdtToug N peidoug
glvay;

MEN. €otL Tadta.
2Q). oukoDv Kat O YLV KAAETG Ty
MEN. &ywyse.

2Q). €k Toutwv &h olveg O tol Aéyw, €dn Mivéapog. €otv yap xpoa armoppol) oxnuatwyv OPeL
OUMHETPOG Kal aiodntog.

MEN. 8pLoTd pot SOKETC, M SWKPATEC, TAUTNV THY ATIOKPLOLY EipnKEévaL.

>0). Towg yap ool katd cuvABsLav glpntat kail apa otpat Evwoelg 8t £xolg av € alTh  elmelv kal
dwvnv 0 0Ty, [76€e] kal dopnv kal AN TIOAAG TRV TOLOUTWV.

MEN. Ttdvu pév odv.
>Q). Tpaytkh yap €otv, O Mévwv, i aTOKpLoLS, (OoTe péokel ool udANov A i Tiept Tol oAMATOC.
MEN. &uouye.

3Q. &N 00K £0TLy, O TIal ANEELSAKOU, WG &y EUaUTOV TIEBw, GAN ékeivn BeAtiwv: olpal 62 008’
av ool 60&al, €l pr, omep xBeq ENeyeg, Avaykaiov ool amieval po TV puotnpiwv, AN el
TiepLpeivalg te kat punBeing.

[77a] MEN. &\\& TteptpévoLy’ v, O ZWKPateg, £ pot TToANd totadta AéyoLc.

2Q. AN\ phv ipoBupiag ye o0bEv amoAeibw, kat 0ol Eveka kal Epauvtod, Aéywv toladta: aAN
éTWE Ui 00y olo¢ T Eoopatl ToAG totadta Aéyewy. AN 8L 8h Telp® kal o épol thy UTéoyeoLy
arodoivat, kata é\ou eimwv ApeTig TEPL OTL €0Tiv, Kal Ttadoal TIOAAG TIoL®V €k Tol €vog, Otep
daol Tolg ouvtp(Povtdg TL EKAOTOTE Ol OKWTITOVTEG, AAMA €¢doag OAnv kal UYL elme Tl €otwv
apetn. ta &¢ ye mapadeiypata [77b] map’ épod gilndac.

MEN. S0Kel TolVuV poL, M SWKPATEC, APETH £ival, KABATEP 6 TToLNTAG AéyeL, xaipet Te Kaholol kal
SUvacBat Kal éyk ToiTo Aéyw ApeThv, émBupodvra TV KAV Suvatodv sivat TopidecOal.

3Q). dpa Aéyelg TOV TOV KAV émbupolvta ayab@®v émbuunthv sivat;
MEN. pdAlota ye.

30, Apa WE BVTWV TV ol TV KakGV EmBupoloty, ETépwy 8¢ ol T®V [77¢] ayab@v; ol TIAVTEC,
wpLote, Sokolol ool T ayabiv EBUELY;

MEN. o0k €poLye.

Q. AANA TWVEC TV KAKQDV;

MEN. vai.

>0). olopevoL Ta Kakd ayadd gival, Aévelg, A Kal yLyVWOKOVTEC &TL KaKA 0TV SuwC EmbupodoLy
avt@v;

MEN. apdpodtepa Epotye SokoDaov.

3. f yap Sokel Tig oot, @ MEVY, YIyWWDOoKWY T KAKA 8TL KAKA 0TV SUWE EMBUUETY alT®V;



MEN. paAota.
>Q). Tl EBUPETY Aéyelg; A vevéaBal alTd;
MEN. yevéaBau- ti yap [77d] &A\o;

>0). IOTEPOV AYOUHEVOC TA Kakd WPeAeTV EKeTvov () Av yévntat, f) yiyvWokwy Té Kakd 8Tt BAGTTTEL
® av Tapf;

MEN. €iol pev ol AyoVpevol Ta Kaka wdeAely, elolv &€ katl ol yLyvwokovteg OTL BAATTTEL.
>Q). A kal 50kolol 0oL YIYVWOKELY T8 Kakd OTL KAKA £0TLV Ol flyoUHEVOL T8 KAKA WPENELY;
MEN. o0 Ttdvu pot Sokel TodTo .

3. ouKoDv §HAov &TL oUToL pév ol TV Kak®v émBupodoly, [77e] ol dyvoolvteg avtd, AN
ékeivwy & Qovto ayaba sival, oty 6¢ tadtd ve kakd: MoTe ol Ayvoolvteg avtd Kal oldpevol
&yadd sivat SAAov 8Tl T®OV AyabGv émbupodoww. f ob;

MEN. KvSuveouaoty o0Tol V.

>0). Tl 6¢; ol T®V KakGV pév EmBupolvtee, We PphHC ov, AyoUpevol 8& Ta Kakd BAATTTELY EKETVOV M
av yiyvntat, ywyvwokouotv SAmou 8tL BAaBricovtat OTt alTt®y;

MEN. [78a] avaykn.

>Q). d\\& Toug BAaTTTopévoug o0Tol oK otovtat dBAioug sival kad' doov BAATTTovTAL;
MEN. kat to0to avaykn.

2Q. Toug 6¢ abAioug oU kakobdalpovag;

MEN. olpat &ywye.

>Q). ZoTwv o0V 6oTIC BoUAeTal ABALOC Kal kakoSaipwy ivat;

MEN. o0 pot SOKET, @ ZWKPATEG.

3Q. o0k &pa BoUAetal, G Mévwy, Ta kakd o08e(¢, elmep ui BovAetal tololtog sivat. T yap Ao
¢oTiv 8BALov sivat A mBupelv te TOV Kak@V Kal ktdohay;

MEN. kwéuveUeLg [78b] dANBA AéyeLy, @ ZWKPATEG: Kal oUSELC BouAeBal T KAKA.
ZQ). o0koOV vuvbi &Aeyeg OTL EoTLy 1) Apeth BouAeoBal te Tayaba kat Suvacbay;
MEN. €trtov yap.

2Q). oukolv tol AexBevtog O pev PouAecBal oy UTIAPYEL, Kal Tautn ye oudév O Etepog tol
£tepou Peltiwy;

MEN. ¢aivetad.

2Q). &N\a 6fAov Ot €lmep ot BeAtiwv dANog dNNou, katd To SuvacBal av €in dpeivwv.

MEN. Ttavu ve.

2Q). To0T €0ty &pa, wg £oLKe, KATA TOV 0OV AOyov Apetn, [78c] Suvapig tod TopideoBal tayaba.
MEN. Ttavtdmnaci pot Sokel, @ TWKPATEC, 0UTWC EXELWV (G OU VOV UTIOAAUBAVELC.

>0, (Swpev 8 kal todto €l AANBEC Aéyelg Towg yap av €0 Aéyolg. tayaba ¢hg oldv T eivat
nopilecBal apethyv elvay;



MEN. &ywyse.

3Q). dyadd && KAAEIg oUyi olov Uyietdv te kal Thodtoy;

MEN. kal xpuoiov Aéyw Kal apyupLov Ktdobat kat TLpag v TIOAEL Kal apyag.

2Q. un GAN atta Agyelg tayaba f) ta totadta;

MEN. o0k, aAAG [78d] Ttdvta Aéyw ta toladta.

3Q). glev- xpuoiov 8& 8k kal apyuplov TopilecBal Apeth £otly, O¢ Ppnot Mévwy 6 Tod peydhou
Bao\éwC TIATPLKOC EEVOC. TIGTEPOV TIPOCTIOETS TOUTW TH TIOPW, W Mévwy, TO SiKaiwg Kal 66iw,
i) ouS€v ool Stadépel, ANG KAV ASikwg TG avta Topidntat, Opolwg oL AUTA APETHV KAAELG;

MEN. o0 8ATIoU, G ZWKPATEG,

ZQ. N\ Kakiav.

MEN. tavtwg &rrou.

2Q. 61 &pa, wg €olke, TOUTW TG TOPW Stkatoolvny f) cwdpoaouvnyv i [78e] 6aldtnTa pooeivat,
f] @ANO TL poOpLov ApPETHC: €L 6€ ur), oUK EoTal ApETA, Kaltep ékmopilovoa tayada.

MEN. Tt®¢ yap &veu touTtwy ApeTh yevolt &v;

30, To 8¢ ph ékmopiletv xpuaiov Kal apyvplov, dtav i Sikatov A, HATE aUT@® pATE AW, OUK
apeth kat adtn €otiv ) amnopia;

MEN. ¢aivetad.

ZQ). oudev dpa paAov 6 TIOpog TV ToloUTwVY Ayadb®v i N aropla apeth) av €in, AA\G, wg EoLKev,
0 pev Gv peta Sikaitoouvng yiyvntat, apeth €otay, 6 & [79a] Av Aveu TAvtwv TOV ToloUTwy,
Kakia.

MEN. S0Kel pot dvaykalov eival ¢ AEVELG.

>0). 00koDV TOUTWV EKaoTov OAilyov TIPATEPOV HdpLov APETAG Edapev sival, THY Sitkatoolvny Kai
owdpoaolvny kat tavta ta toadta;

MEN. vai.
>Q. €(ta, © Mévwy, tailelg mpdg pe;
MEN. ti 8}, ® ZWKPATEG;

Q). Ot Gptt €pod Senbevtog oou pf katayvlvatr pnde keppatidelv thv ApetAv, kat S6vtogq
napadeilypata kab' & d€ol amokpiveobat, tovtou pev ApEANoag, AEyelg S€ pol OtL apetn [79b]
¢0Tv 0LV T €lvat Tayadda opilecBat petd Sikatoouvng: TolTo & GHG HopLov APETHG lvay;

MEN. &ywyse.

>0). o0UKoOv cupBaivel € v oU OPONOVELG, TO PETA popiou APETAG TPATTEW &TL &V TIPATTN,
ToUTOo APETHVY Elvat Thv yap Stkatoolvny pépLov Gpihg ApeThc elval, kal ékacta ToUTwv. Ti o0V 8
To0TO Aéyw; OTL €uol SenBevtog ONov elTtelv Th ApeTAY, aUTHV pEV TIOANNOD S€lq elmtelv OTL €oTly,
nidioav &¢ P TTPAELY ApeThv €lval, ZAvTep META popiou [79¢] ApeTAG TTpdTTNTaL, (MOTIEP ElPNKKC
OtL apeth €otwv TO OAov Kal RSN yvwoopévou €uold, kal €av oU katakeppatidng althv Kata
uopLa. Settat olv oot A €€ apxfic, WG Epol Sokel, TAC auThg EpwWTATEWS, O Ppike Mévwy, T
€0TLV ApeTn, €l peTd poplou dpethig doa Tipd&Lg apeth v €in; tolto ydp €oTwv Aéyely, dtav Agyn
TG, OTL Mdoa A peta Sikatoouvng TIPAELG ApeTn €0TLv. ) oU SoKel ool TAAY SeloBal THg auTig



EPWTACEWC, AAN oleL Tva eideval poplov apetig OtL €otiv, authv pi €i60taq;
MEN. oUOk &uolye Sokel.

[79d] 2Q. €l yap kal pépvnoat, 6T €yw ool apTL ATEKPLVAPNV TiEPL ToD oXAMATOG, ATIEBANOUEY
Tou THV towaltnv Amokplow Thvy Sl TWv €Tl {NTOUMEVWY KAl HATIW WHOAOYNHEVWVY
gryelpodoav amokpiveodad.

MEN. kal 6pB&¢ ye AeBANOUEY, ) TWKPATEC.

>0. pf Toivuy, M ApLote, Pndt ob £t InTtoupévng ApeThC BANg &TL £oTiv olou S1a TV TalTng
pHoplwv AToKpLvOpeVoG SnAwaoely authv 0twolv, i GAo 6todv toltw T® alt® [79€e] TpoTw
Aéywv, AANG TTAAWY THG auTig SefosoBal EpwTrocwg, Tivog BvTog ApeThG AEyELg A AEyeLg: ) 0USEV
ooL S0K® AEVELY;

MEN. &poiye S0KeTG OpOQG AcyeLv.
>0). anékpuvat Toivuv TIaAw €€ apyf¢ Tl dpHc ApeThv elval kal oL kal 6 £taipdg oou;

MEN. & SWOKPATEC, AKouoV pEV Eywye TIpLv Kal ouyyevéaBat [80a] ool &TL ol ouSEV ANAo A alTdg
TE ATOPEL Kal Toug GANouC TIOLETG Aropelv: Kal vOv, WG y€ poL SOKELG, yonTeVEL] HE Kal
bappATTELG KAl ATeEXVOG KATETIASELG, WOTE PEOTOV Attoplag yeyoveval. Kal SOKELG poL TTavTEARG,
el 8l TL kal ok@Pal, OpoLdTATOC €lval TO Te €160¢ Kal TAAa tavtn Tf TAATela VAPKN T
BaAlattia- kat yap altn Tov ast MAnoLldovta Kat amtopevov vapkav ToLel, kat oU SOKELG pot vOov
¢uE TOLoUTOV TL TeToLNKEval, vapkav: aAnB®g yap &ywye kat [80b] thv Yuyxhv kat tdo otopa
VapK®, Kal oUK &xw OTL Amokpivwpal ool. Kaltol pupLakLg ye Tiepl APETH TIAUTIOAOUG AOYyOoUG
glpnka Kai TTpog TIOAOUC, Kal TIAvU €0, (G Ve EMaUT®R) E50KouV: ViV 8& 008’ BTL 0TV TO TIapdTav
Exw elmelv. Kal pot Sokelg e0 BouheveaBal oUK EKTIAEWV EVBEVSEE 0US’ ATodNUMV: £l yap Eévog év
AAAn TtOAeL Totadta ToLolg, Tay' av wg yong amayBeing.

>Q). TTavolpyog €1, @ Mévwy, Kail 6Aiyou EENTATNodAg .

MEN. T paAlota, @ ZWKPATEG;

[80c] ZQ. yiyvwokw o0 EVeKA Pe Akaoac.

MEN. tivog &n oley;

0. va o avielkdow. &y 6% TolTto olda TeEpl MAvtwy TV KaAGv, 6Tl yaipouow
elkalOueVOL—AUGLTEAET yap autolc: kahal yap oipat T@v KoAGV kal ai eikOvec—aAN' oK
avtelkaoopal o€. &yw O¢, €l pev N vapkn avth vapk®oa oUtw Kat toug AA\ou¢ TTOoLEL vapkay,
€olka autiy- €l 8¢ pry, 00. oL yap euTIOP®OV AUTOG TOUG AANOUG TTOLW ATIOPELY, AAAA TTavTOog HaAAOV
auTog amop@v oUTwC Kat Toug dA\oug Tol® [80d] attopelv. kat viv Tiepl ApeTAG O 0TV EYW pEV
o0k 018a, ol pévtol Towg Tipdtepov pév Adnada mipiv £pod &PacBat, viv pévtol BoLog i oUK
€L60TL. OpwC &€ €0€Aw peta ool okEPaaBal katl culntioat OTL TOTE €0TLV.

MEN. kal tiva Tpdmov NTACELS,  IWKPATeC, TodTo & pf 0loBa T Tapdamav 8Tt &oTiv; TIolov yap
Qv o0k 0icBa TpoBEpevoc INTACELG; A €l kal 8Tl pdAlota évtiyolg alt®, THG slon &TL ToiTo
¢otwv O oL 00K {16noOq;

[80e] ZQ. pavBdvw olov BoUAeL Aéyely, @ Mévwv. 6pac TolTov WG EpLOTIKOV AGYOV KATAVELS, GG
o0k 8pa Eotv INTelv AvBpwTiw olte & oide oltTe & Ui olS¢; olte yap Av & ye oidev Intoi—oisev
vap, Kal 008&v Sel T(® ye ToloUTw {NTHOEWC—OUTE & Ui 016ev—0o0EE yap 0idev &TL INTAOEL.

[81a] MEN. oUkoOv KaA&C oot SOKET AéyeaBat 6 Adyog 00Tog, (O TWKPATEC;
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ZQ). oUK EUOLyE.

MEN. &xeLg Aéyewv Omn;

ZQ. Eywye- aknkoa yap avépiv te Kal yuvatk®v codp®v Teplt Ta Bela paypata—
MEN. tiva Adyov Aeyoviwy;

ZQ). &AnBM, Epolye SoKely, Kal KaAOv.

MEN. tiva toltov, Kal tiveg ol AéyovTec;

3Q. ol pév Méyovtég lol TRV lepéwy Te kal TRV lepel@v Boolg pepéhnke Tiepl Qv petayetpilovrat
Aéyov ofolg T eival [81b] SiSévar- Aéyel &¢ kal MivSapog Kal Aol TtoANol TV TotnT@v doot
Betol elowv. & 6¢ Aéyouoty, Tauti €otv: ANAG okoTeL €1 ool SokoDowv AANBR Aéyewv. daaot yap Thv
Puyhv Tol GvBpWTIoL Elval A8AvVAToV, Kal TOTE P&V TENEUTEV—O SF) AToBVAOKEWY KaNODGL—TOTE
&€ A yiyveoBay, andAuobal & ovdemote: Selv 6N S1a Talita wg oolwtata stafiwvat tov Bilov:
olotv yap av—

Pepoepova mowvav Ttalatod TEveeog

Seetal, €ig Tov UmepBev AoV Kelvwy Evatw ETel

avéidotl Yuyag Ay,

[81c]

¢k Tav BaotAfjeg ayauvotl

Kal 0B¢vel kpatrvol oodia te peyLotol

avépeg ab&ovt- €g 6€ TOV AOLTIOV XPOVOV Hpweg ayvol Tipog AvBpwTiwv KaAedvtal.

&te olv f Puxh ABAvatog te oboa kal TIOMAKLG yeyovula, kal Ewpakuia Kal té évOasde kal Té év
"AlSou Kkal Tavta xprnuata, ouk €0tV OTL OU PHERAONKeV: WOoTe oUSEV BaupaoTov Kal TEPL APETHG
kal TEpl ANV olév T gival adTthv avauvnoBhval, & ye kal Tpdtepov Amiotato. Ete yap TG
duoewg [81d] amdong cuyyevolc olong, kal pepadnkuiag thg Yuxhg dmavta, oudév KwWAUEL Ev
Hévov avapvnoBévta—~o &h uadnotv kahololv AvBpwTiol—TANaA TTavta alTov AVeUpEly, €AV TLG
&vSpelog A Kal uf amokdpvn Znt@v- T yap INTelv Epa Kal to pavBdavely avapvnolg Ghov EoTiv.
o0kouv 8¢1 TeiBeoBal TOUTW TG EPLOTIKG Adyw- 00TOC pév yap &v HUEC dpyoug TIoLACELEY Kal
£€0TWV TOLg HaAaKolg TV avBpwTtiwv (UG akodoal, 66 [81e] 6& Epyatikoug Te Kal {nTnNTLKoUG
TIOLET: (@ £yQ TILOTED WY AANBET elvat €éBéAw petd 00D InTelv apeth &tL £oTiv.

MEN. vai, ® Zokpateg AN O Aéyelg Todto, 8Tl o0 pavBdavopey, aAa Av kahoDpev pddnotv
avapvnoig eotwy; €xelg pe toito SiddEal wg oltwg ExeL

¥0. kai Eptt eirov, ® Mévwy, 8Tl tavodpyog €i, kal [82a] viv épwTdc &l #xw ot SI8GEal, 6¢ ol
dnuL Stdayhv elvat AN avauvnoty, tva 8i 08U¢ daivwual alTog EHavtd Tavavtia Aéywy.

MEN. o0 pa tov Alg, O SWKPATEC, o0 TIpdC TodTto BAEPaC eimtov, AN UTd Tod £#00ug: AN €1 TIWG
poL ExeLg evoel&aoBal OTL Exel woTtep AEyeLg, Evoel&al.

Q. a\N' €oTL pév o0 pddlov, OuwG 6¢ €0€Aw TtpoBupnBfjval ool &veka. ANAA oL TIPOOKANEGOV
TOV TOANQV [82b] akohoUBwv toutwvl TOV cautod &va, dvtwva PBoulel, va év toltw ool
emdelEwpat.

MEN. Ttdvu ve. 6e0po ipdoeNBe.
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ZQ. "ENANV pév €0TL Kal ENANVIZEL;

MEN. Ttdvu ve adpodpa, olkoyevng ye.

ZQ. ipooeye 6N TOV volv omotep’ dv oot paivntal, i) Gvaptpvnokopevog i paveavwy map’ épod.
MEN. &A\\G Ttipooefw.

>Q). gl 8f pot, @ Tal, YIYVWOKELG TETPAYWVOV Xwpiov 8TL TolodTév EoTLy;

MNAI &ywye.

3Q. 0TV 00V [82¢] TeTpdywvov Ywplov loag &xov Tag ypappag tavtag ndoag, téttapag oboag;
MAI 1tdvu Ve.

ZQ. o0 Kal tavtaot tag Sta peéoou €otiv toag &xov;

MAL vad.

2Q). oUkoDV €in Gv Tololtov Ywpiov Kal pellov kat ENattov;

MAI 1tdvu Ve.

3Q. €l o0V €in altn f Meupd Suolv ootV kal alitn Suoly, TTéowWV &v £in TTOS®V TO BAov; OSe 6&
OKOTIEL €L AV TalTN Suolv TToSoly, Tautn 68 £voC TToSOC Hovov, Ao Tt amag v v Suolv oS0tV
TO Ywpliov;

MNAI [82d] val.

2Q). émeldn &€ Suotv modotv kat tauvtn, Ao T i 8ig Suotv yiyvetay;
MNAL yiyvetad.

2Q. duolv apa 8i¢ yiyvetal odQv;

MNAL vai.

>Q). téooL olv glotv ol U0 8i¢ TIOSEC; AoyLoANEVOC ELTTE.

MAL TéTtapec, O TWKPATEC.

ZQ). oukoDv yevolT av toutou tol xwplou Etepov Sumhdctov, tololtov &€, loag Exov Ttaocag tag
YPAMUAG WwoTep TOUTO;

MAI vad.
Q. éowv o0V Eotal TTOSGOV;
MAIL OKTW.

Q. pepe 6M), TELp® pol eimelv TNAKN TG €otal [82e] €kelvou N ypappn €kAotn. A pev yap todde
Suolv odoiv- ti 6¢ i ékeivou tol Sumhaciou;

MNAL &f\ov 81, @ Zwkpateg, 8Tt Sumhaoia.

2Q. opdg, 0 Mévwy, ¢ éyew toltov o08EV SL8E0KW, AN EPWTI® Tavta; kal viv oUToC ofetal
ei&éval omoia ¢otiv Ad’ AG TO OKTWTIOLVY YWwplov yevAoetal: i ob Sokel oo,

MEN. EuoLye.
7Q. oi8ev olV;

MEN. o0 6fjta.
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2Q). oletal &¢ ye anod tig Sumhaociag;
MEN. val.
ZQ). Be® 6 avTOV AvapLvnokopevov EPeERG, wg Sel AvapLlpvhokeoBat.

oU &€ pou Aéye: amo thg Sumhaoiag ypappic ¢ng to [83a] SumAdoilov ywplov yiyvecbat, tolovde
Aéyw, YN TAUTN MEV HAKPOV, TH 6¢ Bpayy, aN\a loov mavtaxh £é0tw woTep TouTi, SumAactov &€
TOUTOU, OKTWTIOUV: AN Opa €l ETL ool ATto Thg Sumhaoiag Sokel éogobal.

MAL Epouye.

ZQ. oUkoOv &umhaocia alitn tavtng yiyvetay, @v £tépav toocautny pocBOuev éVOEVSE;

MAL Ttavu Ve.

2Q). and tautng 6n, dng, €otal TO OKTWTIOLV Xwpiov, Gv TEttapeg tooadtal [83b] yévwvtay;
MAL vad.

>Q. avaypapwueBa Sh arr’ avthc ioag Téttapac. AANo Tt i TouTl &v €in 6 GiC TO OKTWTIOLV £lval;
MAL Ttavu Ve.

3Q). oUkoOV &V aUTQ £0TLV TAUTL TETTAPA, WV EKacTov (0ov ToUTW £0TIV T(H) TETPATIOS;

MAL val.

¥0). téoov oLV yiyvetat, ol TETPAKLE TOoOUTOV;

NAI nt¢ &' oU;

3Q). STAAcLov 00V £0TLY TO TETPAKLG TOCODTOV;

MAL o0 pa Ala.

ZQ). GA\G TtooamAdoLoy;

MAL teTpamAaoLov.

>Q). amd the Sumhaciag [83c] &pa, K Tal, o0 SUTAGGLOV GANG TETPATTAAGLOV ViyveTal Xwpiov.
MAIL aAn6f AéyeLg.

2Q). TETTAPWV VAP TETPAKLG £0TLV EKKASEKA. OLY(;

MAL vat.

ZQ). okTWTIouV &' Ao Tolag ypapupfg ouxl amod pev taltng Tetpanidoioy;

NAL $npi.

2Q). teTpamnouy &¢ Ao Th¢ AHLOEAs TauTNoL TouTi;

MAL val.

3Q). €lev- TO 8& OKTWTIOUVV 00 ToUS8E pév SLTAACLOY £0TLY, TOUTOU 8¢ AuLoU;

MNAL vadi.

2Q). OUK Ato pev peldovog €otal i) tooautng YPapuig, amnod éAdttovog 6¢ i [83d] toonaodi; i oU;
MAL £uolye SoKel oUTw.

< \

3. KaAAGC: TO yap ool SokoDv ToUTo AToKpivou. Kai pot Aéye: oy f8e piv Suolv Tosotv Ay, i &
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TETTAPWY;
MNAL vai.

3Q. 8¢l &pa TH ToD OKTWT0S0C Xwplou ypauphyv peilw piv sival thode thg Sirmodog, EAdttw &¢
Tf¢ tetpamnodoc.

MAL &¢l.
[83e] ZQ). Telp® & Aéyetv TNAIKNV Twvé GHC avThv €lval.
MAL tpimoda.

3Q). oUkoDV Avriep TPIToug A, TO AuLou Tavtng mpooAndopeda kal otat Tplmoug; SVo piv yap
0i8¢, 6 6% £l¢ Kal &vBévSe woalTwg 800 piv oiSe, 6 8¢ €l¢: kal yiyveTal TodTo td Xwpiov d AC.

MNAL vai.

>0). oUKoOV &v A THSE TPLOV Kal TASE TPLOV, TO BAov Xwpiov TPLRV TPLE TIoS®V yiyveTal;
NAL ¢aivetad.

2Q). el 6¢ Tpig TIOoOL £l0t TIOSEG;

MAL évvea.

TQ. £8eL 8¢ 1O SUTAAGLOV TTIOOWV £LvaL TTOSGV;

MAL OKtw.

ZQ. 008" ap’ Ao THG TPITOSAC TIW TO OKTWTIOLV YWplov yiyvetal.

MAL o0 6fjta.

ZQ). A\’ amo Tolag; Telp® AUV elmelv akpLPOG Kal [84a] €l puh PoUAeL aplBpely, AN S€T&ov amo
Tolac.

MAL aANG pua Tov Ala, O ZWKPATeC, Eywye 00K oida.

3Q). éwoeil¢ ad, @ Mévwy, o0 éotwv /6N Badilwv &8¢ Tod avaptpviokecBal; 8Tt TO pév TTPGToV
ASEL pév o0, ATLC 0TV f) TOD OKTWTIOS0C YWPIou ypappn, WoTep oudE ViV Tw oidev, AN\ olv
WETO V' auThV TOTE €ld€val, Kal Bappaléw aATekpiveTo ¢ i8WC, kal ol fyelto armopelv: viv &¢
fyettat [84b] aropelv AdN, Kal HoTep o0k 0idev, 00’ oletal eiséval.

MEN. &AnBf AgyeLc.

ZQ). o0koOV vV BeATLoV ExeL Tiepl TO TIpAypa O oOK HSeL;

MEN. kat To0to pot Sokel.

>Q). amopeiv 00V alTOV TTIOLACAVTEC Kal vapkav OoTiep f vapkn, LAV TL EBAAPapey;
MEN. oUK E€upotye SoKel.

ZQ. mpolpyou yolv TL TIETIOLAKAMEV, WG EOLKE, TIPOG TO €§eupelv Omn Exelr vOv pév yap katl
{nthoeLev Gv RSEwC oK €ldwg, tote &€ padlwg av kat PO TTOANOUG Kal TIOANAKLG [84c] QeT Gv
€0 Méyewy Tiepl ToD Sumhaciou Ywpiou, w¢ ST Stmhaciav THY ypapphy EXEWV UAKEL.

MEN. €otkev.

Q). oiel o0V &v avTOV TIPTEPOV EMiyelpfioal {NTelv A pavBavely Tolto & Geto eidéval ouK 8w,
TIplyv €ig amopiav Katémeoev Nynodpevog N €idéval, kat Emobnoev to €idévay;
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MEN. o0 pot SOKeT, @ ZWKPATEC.
2Q. wvnto &pa vapkroag;
MEN. S0Kel pot.

»n

2Q. okealr &N €k tavtng Thg amopiag OtL kal aveupnoel {nTt@v MeT €uod, o0dev AAN )
EpwTvtog €uod kat ou Siddokovtog: [84d] ¢pUAatte 6¢ v mou €Upng pe Siddokovta Kai
SLe€lovta avt®, aN\G pf) Tag toutou 668ag dvepwtvta.

AEye YAp poL ol 0U TO pEV TETPATIoUV TOUTO AUV €0TL Xwpiov; pavOAaveLg;
MNAL &ywye.

ZQ). Etepov &€ alT® IPoobelpeV Av TouTl looy;

MNAL vai.

2Q. kal Tpitov t68¢€ loov Ekatepw ToUTWY;

MAL val.

ZQ). oUkoUOV TipocavanAnpwoaiped’ av tod év th ywvia Tods;
MAI 1tdvu Ve.

>Q). &\\o TL o0V yévolT &v Téttapa ioa Ywpla [84e] TASE;
MAL val.

2Q). T 00v; TO &Aov 168 Tooamh\dctov TodSe yiyvetal;

MAL teTtpam\daotov.

2Q). €8¢l &€ ye SumAaaotlov AUV yeveaBal: i) ou pépvnoat;
MNAI 1tdvu Ve.

ZQ. o0koOv €otwv altn ypaupn €k ywviag €ig ywviav [85a] Tva tépvouoa dixa €Kaotov TouTwv
TOV Ywplwy;

MNAL vai.

>Q). oUkoDV Téttapeg altal yiyvovtal ypapual {oat, Teptéyouoal TouTt T ywpiov;
MNAL yilyvovtat yap.

2Q). okotiel 6A tnAikov ti €éotv todto TO Ywplov;

MAL o0 pavbdvw.

2Q). oUXL TETTAPWV BVTWV TOUTWV AULOU EKACTOU EKACTN | YPAUMN ATIOTETUNKEV EVTOG; ) OU;
MAL val.

>0). téoa o0V TNAkaUTa &V ToUTw EVECTLY;

MAL tettapa.

Q). éoa 6¢ év TQSE;

MAL &vo.

2Q). ta 8¢ teTTapa tolv duolv T €oTLy;
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MAL &uAdola.

Q. 168¢ o0V [85b] TToodmoLVY ViyveTal;

MAIL. OKTWTIOULV.

2Q). amno moiag ypaupic

MAL &amo tavtng.

ZQ). amnod TG €k ywviag €ig ywviav tewvouong tod tetpamnodog;
MNAL vai.

2Q. kaAoUowv &€ ye tavtnv Stdpetpov ol codlotal: WoT €l tavtn SLAPETPOg Bvoua, Aro THg
Slapétpou av, wg ol dAG, O Tal Mévwvoc, yiyvolt v td Sumhdaotov ywpiov.

MAL TtAvu pév oV, O ZWKPATEC.

>Q). ti oot Sokel, O Mévwy; ZoTwv fjvtiva §6Eav oy alTtol 00ToC ATEKPIVATO;

[85c] MEN. o0k, &A\N £autod.

ZQ. Kal phv oUK f8eL ye, wg Epapev OAlyov TIPOTEPOV.

MEN. &AnBM AgyeLc.

>Q. évfoav &¢ ye a0T® adtat ai §6Eat A ol;

MEN. val.

3Q. TQ oUK €l84TL Bpa Tiepl OV Av Pk 18f Evelolv aAnBelg §6Eal Tiepl TOUTWV MV OUK OLSE;
MEN. ¢aivetat.

3Q. kal viv pév ve alT® MoTmep dvap &ptl avakekivnvtat ai §6Eat adtar el 6 alTév TG
aveproetal TIOMAKLG Ta avTd tadta Kal TToANayf, olo8’ 8Tt TEAEUTGOV 0UEEVOC ATTOV AKPLRRC
[85d] emiotAoeTaL TiEpL TOUTWV.

MEN. £0LKeV.

ZQ). o0koOV 00&evog Sldd&avtog AN épwTroavtog motroctal, avahaBwv aotog ¢ avtod thv
ETLoTAUNY;

MEN. vai.

2Q). 10 6¢ dvalapPdvely auTov €V aUTQ ETLOTAMNY OUK AvapLpviokeoBal Eotuy;
MEN. Ttavu ve.

3Q). &p’ 00V o0 THY éreTAuny, fv viv o0Tog XL, ATol EAaBév TIOTE A AEL Elxey;
MEN. vai.

3Q). oUkoDV £l pév ael iyev, &gl kal Av EmoTAPWY- £ 62 EAaBév ToTe, oUK &v &v ye TQ) ViV Bilw
elAndwg €in. A [85e] 8e6iSayév TIC TOUTOV VEWMETPELY; oUTOC ylp TIOLOEL TIEPL TIAONG
VEWHETplag Tavtd tadta, kat TV AMwV pabnudtwy andvtwy. 6ty olv doTi¢ TodTov Tdvta
5e5i8ayev; Sikalog yap Tou £l eiSévar, ANwG Te Emeldi &v T of) oikia yéyovev kal TéBpartat.

MEN. &N olda &ywye dTL o0SELC TIWTIOTE £5(Saev.

2Q). ExeL 6¢ Tavtag tag 6o&ag, i ovxi;
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MEN. avaykn, @ ZwKPateg, paiveTal.

3Q). €l 62 pf &v T® vV Biw AaBwv, ouk AN Tolto [86a] SAAOV, BTL &v ENW TIVL XpOvw Elxe Kal
EUEMAONKEL

MEN. ¢aivetad.
>0). oUKoDV 00UTOC Vé 0TIV O XpOVOg BT 0UK AV AvOpwTIOC;
MEN. val.

3Q. €l o0V 8v T &v f Xpovov kai 8v &v uh f &vBpwriog, évécovtal avt®y AaAndelg §6&at, at
¢pwTAOoEL émeyepOeioal Emothpal yiyvovtal, ap’ oV tov el xpdvov pepadnkuia £otat i YPuyh
autol; dfAov yap OTL TOV Ttavta xpovov £0TLv f) ouk £0Tv AvBpwTiog.

MEN. ¢aivetat.

[86b] ZQ. oukolv €l Ael A aAABeLa AUV TV dvtwv €oTiv &v th Yuxh, abavatog av f Yuxn €in,

wote Bappolvta xph O M Tuyxdvelg Emotdpevog viv—tolto & €otiv O A
MEUVNHEVOG—ETILYELPETY {NTEV Kal AvapLpviokeobay;

MEN. €0 pot SOKETG AéyELY, @ ZWKPATES, OUK 018’ BTIWC,

3Q. Kal yap &ye éuol, @ Mévwv. Kal Ta pév ye GANa oUK &v Ttavu OTiEp Tod Adyou Suoyuploaipnv:
8TL & oldpevol Selv INTElv & pn Tig oidev BeAtioug v elpev Kal AvSpLkWTEPOL Kal ATTov apyol 7 &l
oloipeBa & uh érotapeda unde [86c] Suvatodv sivat sUpelv unde Selv InTely, Tept TOUTOU TTAVU
&v Stapayoiuny, €l 0l6¢ Te €inv, kai Aoyw Kai pyw.

MEN. kal To0to pév ye SOKETG pot €0 AEYELY, @ ZWKPATEC.

3Q). BoUAeL oDV, &meléh Opovoodpey BTl InTtntéov Tepl 00 W TG OlSev, ETILXELPHOWHEY KOLVf
{ntelv Tl IoT €0TLV ApeTr;

MEN. Ttdvu piv olv. o0 PéVToL, G SWKpateg, AAN Eywye ékelvo v fiSlota, dmep APOUNV T
Tip&ToV, Kal okePaipnv Kat Akouoatpt, TTOTEPOV WG SLEAKT® GVTL AT O€l ETLXELPELY, [86d] f) WG
duoeL i) wg TivL TTOTE TPOTIW TTapayLYVOHEVNG TOLG AvBpwTToLg THG APETAG.

Q. G\ gl piv &y fpxov, ® Mévwv, ph pévov Euautod &AAa kal col, oUk &v éokePdpeda
TipoOtTepOV €ite SL6aKTOV €lte oU SLEAKTOV ) ApetTh, Tplv OTL €0Tiv TIp@OTOV €¢nTrioapev alto:
¢neldh 8¢ ob cautod pév o0 EmXELpElg BpyeLy, tva & ENe0BepoC NG, EpoD 6% Emiyelpelg Te
&pxewv kal ApYELS, ouyxwphoopal col—ti yap Xph Totely; —#oikev olv oKemtéov [86e] elvat
TIOTOV Ti 0TV O PATIW {opev BTL €oTiv. €l pf TL 00V BAAA GLKPOV VE pot TAG dpxhg Xahaoov, Kal
ouyxwpnoov €€ UTI0BEoewC alTd okoTeloBal, ite SLEAKTOV €0TLv €lte OTIWOODV.

>0, Méyw 6% TO &€ UTI0BETEWC WSE, (OTIEP Ol YEWHETPpAL TIOANAKLG oKoTodvTal, EMelddv Tig pntat
avtolg, olov Tiepl Xwpiou, €l oldv Te &¢ TOVSe TOV KUKAOV TéSe TO ywplov [87a] Tpiywvov
¢vtalfvatl, lmot &v tg 8Tt olmw oida i oty TolTo Tolodtov, AAN (OOoTEp MéV Tva UTIOBEoLY
TipoUpyou otpal Exelv TIpOC TO Tpdypa Toldvse: €l pév €0ty To0To TO Xwpiov TololTtov olov
napd thv So8sloav altol ypapuhv mapateivavta ENAeiTElY ToloUTw Xwpiw olov av avtd o
TapateTapévov f, Ao Tt cupBaively pot Sokel, kal &A\o al, &l aSvvatdv £otwv tadta Tadeiv.
0TI0BEpEVOC 00V €88Aw [87b] eimelv ool TO cupBaivov Tiepl THG EvTdosws avTtod &ig TOV KUKAOV,
glte aduvatov €ite pr). oltw 6f kal Tepl Apetig NUELG, €meldh oUk lopev o0B" dtL €oTiv 006
6TOTOV TL, UTIOBEPEVOL AUTO OKOTIRMEY €(Te SLSAKTOV €lte 00 SLEAKTOV €0TLY, WEE AEYOVTEC €l
TIoTOV Tl €0Tv TV Tiepl TV Puyxnv Gvtwv apetr), SL6akTov av €in f) ou SLéaktov; TPAOTOV eV 6N
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el #otv A@N\olov A olov é&motAun, Gpa SSaktdv A o, f O vuvsh €Néyopev,
avapvnotov—3aladepétw 6& undév Auiv [87c] OTOTépw &V TM O6vopatt XpwHeBa—AaAN dpa
S18aktov; i tolto ye tavti SHAov, 6tL o0dev AANO SLbaokeTal AvBpwTtog i) ETILOTAMUNY;

MEN. &upoiye Sokel.

2Q). €l 6 y' €0TLV €TILOTA N TLG 1) apeTh, SHAov Ot Stdaktov av €in.

MEN. Tt®¢ yap ob;

2Q). TouTtou pév dpa tayxu arnAAayueba, 0tL tololde pev dvtog Stdaktov, tolodde & o0.

MEN. Ttavu ve.

Q. O &N peta toldto, w¢ &olke, Sel okEPaoBal MOTepOV €0TwV ETLOTAMN N Apeth i) dAAolov
ETILOTAMNG.

[87d] MEN. £uotye S0kel ToUTO peT TODTO OKETTTEOV glvat.

3Q. tl 8¢ 6/; GA\o TL i AyaBov altd dapev slvat Th Apethy, kal adtn f UTOBeoLg pével ALy,
ayadov avtd elvay;

MEN. Ttavu pév oov.

2Q). oUKoDV €l pev Tl €oTv ayabov kat AANo YwpLl{Opevov ETILOTAMUNG, TAY Qv €ln f ApeTh OUK
ETLOTAMN TG €l 8¢ pundev €0Tv AyaBov O OUK ETILOTAMN TIEPLEXEL, ETLOTAMNV Qv T alto
OTIOTITEVOVTEC elval 6pOKC UTtoTrteUOLMEN.

MEN. €otL taldta.

ZQ. kal uhv [87e] apetiy v éopev ayaboi;

MEN. vai.

2Q. €l 6¢ ayaBol, wpéApor Ttavta yap tayada wdeApa. ovyi;
MEN. val.

ZQ. kal i apeth 6f WPENLUOV E0TLy;

MEN. dvaykn €k TV WUOAOYNHEVWV.

2Q). okepwpeBa 6h kad' Ekaotov AvalapBavovieg Told €0ty & AUAG wdeAEL. Uyiela, papév, kat
Loy U¢ kal KaA\og kat TTho0tog 66 tadta Aéyopev kal Ta totadta whEApa. ovxi;

MEN. val.
[88a] ZQ. tavta 6¢ tadta dpapev eviote kal BAATTTEWV: i) oL GANWC SN i) o0TWG;
MEN. oUK, aAN oUtwc.

>Q). okoTEL 81, dtav T ékdoTou TouTwy Ayftal, wdeAel Hudc, kal dtav T, BAATTTEL, Ap’ oY dTav
HEV 0pON XpAoLg, wdeel, 6tav &¢ pr), BAATTey

MEN. Ttavu Ve.

ZQ). £€tL toivuv Kat ta kata thv Yuxhv okehpwpeba. owdpoolvny TL KAAELG kat Sikatoouvnv Kat
avépeiav kat evpadiav kat pvhpnv Kat peyalotpemnelav kat tdvea ta [88b] towadta;

MEN. &ywyse.

3Q). oKOTIEL 8, TOUTWV ATTA GOl SOKET PR ETILOTAKN €lval GAN EANO ETILOTAMNG, €L 00yl TOTE pév
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BAATTTEL, TOTE 68 WhEAET; olov &vdpeia, el ph Eott dppdvnaoig i avspeia AAN olov BAappog TL- oY
Otav pév dveu vod Bappil avBpwttog, BAdamtetal, dtav 6¢ oLy v, woeAeltay,

MEN. val.

Q). oukolv Kkal ocwdpoolvn woaltwg Kat evpabiar petd pev vol kal pavBavopeva kat
Kataptuopeva wdeApa, dveu &€ vod BAaPepd;

MEN. Ttdvu [88c] adpddpa.

2Q. oUkoOv GUANAABSNV Tdvta Ta thHG YuxAG ETLXEPAMATA KAl KAPTEPAMATA HYOUHEVNG MEV
dpovhoewg eig e0datpoviav teheutqd, adpooivng &' €ig tovvavtioy;

MEN. €otkev.

>Q. €l pa apeth TV év TH Puxf Tl €oTwv kai dvaykatov adte wdeAipw gival, ppoévnoly adtd Sel
glval, EMeSATEp TTAvTa té Katd Thy Puxhv avtd pév kad' avtd olte wdéhpa olte PAapepd
€0TLV, TIpooyevopevng &€ ppovroewc [88d] i) adpooivng BAaBepa te Kal whEALa yiyveTal. Kata
&1 ToUTov TOV Adyov WPENLSY ve oboav THY Apethv Gpovnaoly ST T’ ivat.

MEN. £uoiye Sokel.

>Q. kal p&v 8i kal Td\\a & vuvsh é\éyopey, TTNODTOV Te Kal T Toladta, Toté pév ayabd toté &¢
BAaBepd gival, Apa oly Gotep TH &NN Yuxh i dpovnotc Ayoupévn wdpéhpa ta thg Puxhg
¢role, f 6& appoovvn PAaBepd, oltwg av [88e] kal ToUuTolg i Puxh OpBRC HEV XpwHEvn Kal
nyoupevn WoeALLa auta ToLel, P 0pB®¢ &6¢ BAaBepd;

MEN. Ttavu ve.
2Q. 0pBKG &€ ve N Epdpwv Nyettal, Ruaptnuevwg &' f adpwv;
MEN. &otL Talta.

2Q). oUKkoDV oUtw &h Katd Tavtwy elmelv £€0TLY, T AvOpWTIW TA peV aAa Ttavta gig thv Yuyhv
avnptioBal, ta 8¢ tHg Yuxfc authc elg dppdvnoty, €l [89a] péNAel Ayabd slvat kal TolTw T@
AOVW ppdvnalg v €in IO wdENLov: paptv §& T ApeThv WdEALHoV glvay;

MEN. Ttavu ve.

30. ppdvnotv Epa bapév ApeThyv €ival, ATol ocuumacav i pépog Ty

MEN. SoKel pot KaA®DC AéyeaBal, ) ZWKPATEG, TA AeyOHEVa.

>Q). oUkoDV £l tadta olTw &L, 00K Av €lev dUoEL ol ayadol.

MEN. 00 pot S0oKel.

[89b] Q. kal yap av Tou kal té8' Av- €l Ppuoel ol ayabol &yiyvovto, Aodv Tou &v AUIV ol
gylyvwokov TV VEWV TOUC ayabolg tag ¢uoelg, oL AMEG Av Tapahafovteg Ekelvwv
armopnVAavIwv EPUAATTOHEV AV €V AKPOTIOAEL, KATAONHUNVAUEVOL TIOAU pdAAov ) TO xpuoiov, tva
pHNdelg avtoug SLedBeipev, AN €meldn adikowvto €ig TtHv HAkiav, XpAoLpoL yiyvowto talg
TIOAEOL.

MEN. €lkO¢ V€ ToL, O ZWKPATEC.

>0). ap’ olv £meldh ol dUoeL ol dyabol ayadol yiyvovtay, [89c] dpa pabroel;

MEN. Sokel pot SN avaykaiov sivat: kai SHAov, @ TWKPATEC, KAt THY UTIOOECLY, ETIEP ETLOTAKN
€0TLV ApeTr), OTL SLEAKTOV €0TLV.
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2Q. lowg v Alar GNAG pif) to0To 00 KaA®G WHOAOYACAEY;
MEN. kat phv €50keL ye AptL KAA®DG AeyeaBal.

ZQ). AN\Q P OUK év T® ApTL povov 6€n avTto SokKelv KAADG AéyeaBat, AN Katl év T@ VOV Kal &v T
Emelta, €l péNeL TL a0ToD DYLEG €lval.

[89d] MEN. ti odv &f; Tipog Ti PAEMWY Suoyepaivel¢ adTd Kal ATILOTEIC pf) 00K EmoTApN f f
apetn;

0. &y ool €p®, @ Mévwv. TO piv yap SI8aktdov avtd eival, elmep EmOTAUN €0Tiv, OUK
avatiBepatr pun ov KaA®g AeyecBbal OtL 6& oUK Eo0Tv EmLOTAMN, okEPal €Av ool SOK® €IKOTWC
ATILOTELWV. TO6E yAp ol elme: €l Eotv St6aktov otlolv Tpdypa, puh povov apetr), ouk avaykaiov
avtol kal §L6ackdloug Kal Hadntag ivay;

MEN. £pouye SOKel.

[89e] 0. oUkolv Tolvavtiov al, ol pAte StSdokalol pfte padntal eiev, KAA®C &v adtd
elkalovTeq iKAZOoLpEY R SLSAKTOV €lval;

MEN. ZotL Tadta- AN apetiic Si16aokaloL o Sokoloi oot ivat;

>0). TIOANAKLG yoOv ZNT®V €l Tveg elev alThG S18AcKalol, TTavta Toldv ov Svvapat e0pelv. kaitot
HETA TIOAGV Ve ZNT®, Kal ToUTwv pAAoTa oD &v olwual EUTELPOTATOUE £lvat Tod TIPAYHATOC,.
Kal 8h kal viv, & Mévwv, gi¢ kahdv ATV "AvuTog 68€ TTapekaBEZeTo, () HETASOUEY THC {NTHOEWC.
[90a] eikotwg &' Av petadoipev: "Avutog yap 06 TipQTOV pEV €0TL TTATPOG TTAoUG(ou T Kal copol
‘AvBepiwvog, 6¢ €yEveto TIAOUOLOG OUK ATO Tol avuTtopdtou o06e S6vVTog Twog, Wotep O viv
VEWOTL €ilndwg ta MoAukpdtoug xphpata ‘Iopnviag 6 ©nPdiog, AMa th avtod codia
KTNOAUEVOG Kal &ripeleiq, EMelta Kal ta 8M\a ovy Umepfidavog §ok@v €ivat TIOATnG ovsE
dYKWSNG Te Kal &maydA¢, GG KOouLoG Kal eDOTaNhG [90b] avip: Emetta todtov €0 €8peev kal
¢naidevoev, wg Sokel ABnvaiwv t® TANBeL aipolvtatl yolv autov €mi tag peyiotag apydag.
Sikatov &f petd toloUTwv INTelv ApeTig TéEPL SL8aokdloug, (T gloiv eite A, kal olTveC. ol odv
AUV, @ "Avute, oulftnoov, £uol te Kal t@® ocautold Evw Mévwvl t(Se, TiEpl TOUTOU TOD
TIPAyMaTog Tiveg Av eiev St8Aokalol. e &¢ okéal- €l BouloipeBa Mévwva tévse ayabov
latpov [90c] yevéaBat, Ttapd tivag av alTodv TEEUTOoLUEY SLI8ackAoug; ap’ ol Ttapd Toug tatpouc;

AN. Ttdvu ve.

30, T & €l okuTtoTOpOV AyaBov Bouloipeda yevéaBat, dp’ o0 TIapd TOUC OKUTOTOHOUG;
AN. vai.

7Q. kal Td\\a 00TWC;

AN. Ttdvu ye.

¥0. O8e 8 pot TTAAW Tiept TOV aUTOV ELTE. TTapd Toug latpolc, Gpapéy, TTEPTIOVTEC TOVEE KAADC
&v énéuropey, Bouldpevol tatpdv yevéoBal: ap’ dtav Tolto Aéywpey, T68e [90d] Aéyopev, BTt
TIapa TOUTOUG TIEUTIOVTEG AUTOV OWPPOVOTUEV AV, TOUG AVTLTTOLOUMEVOUG TE TG TEXVNG L8OV A
TOUG M), Kal ToUG pHLoBOV TIPATTOHEVOUG £TT aUTQ ToUTw, arodrvavrag autoug Stéackaloug tod
Boulopévou iéval Te Kal pavBavely; dp’ ol Tipdg tadta PAEPavTeg KAADG BV TIEUTIOLUEY;

AN. val.

2Q. ovkoDv kal Tepl avAnoewg kat twWv GMwv ta avtd [90e] taldta; TOAR Avold €oTL
BouAopgvoug auANnTrv Twa Tolfoal Ttapa PEV ToUG UTiLoYvoupevoug SL8AEey Thy texvny Kal
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HLOOOV Tipattopévoug MR €0€Aewv TEpTElY, GANOLG &€ TLowv Tpaypata mapexewv, ¢nrodvta
navBdavewy Tapd ToUTwy, ol PATE TipooTiolodvtal St8ackalol slvat UAT #0Tv alT®vV padnThg
pNéeilg Ttoutou tod pabrpatog 6 AUELG agloduev pavbdavewy Tap’ adt®v ov av TEPMWMEN. ou
TTOA\A ool Sokel dloyia gvac;

AN. val pa Ala €polye, kat apadia ye Tipoc.

ZQ. KaA®G Agyelg. vOv toivuv €geoti o pet’ ¢pod [91a] kowi) BouleveaBal Tiept ToD EEvou TouToul
Mévwvog. o0Tog yap, ® "AVUTe, TtdAat AéyeL TIpAC He 8T EmBUpET TavTng TG codiag kal ApeThC f
ol GvBpwrtioL TAg TE oilkiag kal tag TOAELG KAA®WG Slotkodol, kal Toug yoveag Ttoug autwv
Beparmevouat, katl ToAitag kat Egevoug Utodegaocbal te kal amomeppal eniotavrat a&iwg avdpog
ayaBol. tavtnv odv ThHv [91b] ApeThv OKAOTEL Tapd Tivag &v TEUMOVIEC aUTOV OpBMC
TEUTIOLMEN. /) 8fAov & katd tov dptL Adyov OTL Ttapd ToUTOUG TOUG UTILOXVOUHEVOUG APETHG
S18aokdoug gival kal amodvavtag alTolg Kowoug TV EMAVWY T6 Boulopévw pavBdvely,
HLoBOV TouTou TagapEvoug Te Kal TIPATTOMEVOUG;

AN. kal tivag Aéyelg ToUTOUG, M SWKPATEC
>Q). oloBa 8ATIou Kal ol 8Tl oUTol ity 00 ol &vBpwTtol Kaholol CoPLOTAC.

[91c] AN. ‘HpAkAeLg, eDPAUEL O TWKPATEC. UNSEVA TAOV V' UGV UATE oikelwv PATE Pidwy, phTe
&otov pAte Eévov, Tolautn pavia Adpot, Mote apd tovtoug ENBSvTa AwpBnbfvar, el oltol ye
davepd éotL AwpPn te kat StadpBopd TV CUYYLYVOUEVWV.

Y0, IOC Aéyelg, @ "Avute; oUTol &pa pOVOL TGV AVTLTOLoUHEVWY Tu émioTacBal eDepyeTely
Tooo0tov TWv GN\wv dtadépouaty, 0oov o0 povov oUK wheAololy, woTep ot GANoL, OTL Av TG
avtolg mapad®, AMNa kat toO €vavtiov StadBeipouoty; [91d] kal tovtwv davep®g xprpata
&€lolol pdtteoBar; £ye pév o0V oUK EXw BTIWG 0oL TILoTEVOW: 0ida yap Evspa éva Mpwtaydpav
TAelw YpApata ktnodpevov Amo tavtng thg codiag i) Pewdiav g, 6¢ oUTw TEpLPav®g Kahd Epya
Apydadeto, kal dA\oug 6€ka TV avdplavtomol®yv. Kaltol tepag Aeyelg €l ol pév ta uTodApata
¢pyaldpevol Ta moAald Kat ta pdtia €Eakovpevol oOK Gv Suvawvto AaBelv tpldkovd' [91e]
NHEPAC poxBnpotepa amodidovieg i) mapeAafov Ta pdtia te kat urodApata, aAN i towadta
mololev, tayl Gv T® ApQ@ amobavolev, Mpwtayopag &6& Apa OAnv ThHv EANASa €AdvBavev
StadBeipwv TOUC OuyyLyvopEVOUG KAl HOoXBNPOTEPOUG ATIOTIEUTIWY | TIapeAduPavev TIAEov h
tettapdkovta Etn— olpat yap avtdov amoBavelv &yyug kal £BSopAkovta Etn yeyovdta,
Tettapdkovta &¢ év Tfj texvn évta—

ZQ. kal &v amavtt T Xpovw ToUTw £TL €l¢ THV fHEPAV TAUTNVL EUSOKLPUWY OUSEV TIETAUTAL, Kal
o0 povov Mpwtaydpag, AANG kal [92a] GA\oL TTAUTIOAAOL, Ol HEV TIPOTEPOV YEYOVOTEG EKEIVOU, Ol
8¢ kal viv &tL 8vtec. dTEpOV Sh 00V GGHEV Katd TOV adV Adyov eiddTag avtoug Eamatdy kal
AwBdoBal toug véoug, i} AeAnBéval kal €autoug; Kal oUtw paiveoBal aglwoopev toutoug, olg
gviol ¢paot coPpwTETOUS AVOPWUTIWV Elval;

AN. TIoOM0D ve Séouat paivesBal,  ZwKPaAteg, AANG TTIOAU udANov ol touTtolg S186vTeg dpyuplov
TOV VEWV, ToUTWV [92b] & €Tt HBANOV Ol TOUTOLG ETILTPETIOVTEC, Ol TIPOOIKOVTEG, TIOAU & pdAlota
TIAVTWV al TIOAELG, €oal auTtoug eloadikveloBal kal ouk eEehavvouaal, €lte TG EEvog ETLYELPET
ToLoUTOV TL TIOLETY €ite AoTOC.

>Q). IétEPOV 8¢, M "AVUTE, ASIKNKE TiC 08 TOWV 0oPLOT®V, A T{ 0UTWC aTOTC XANETIOC €L,

AN. 006¢ pa Ala &ywye ouyyEyova TWTOTE AUTWV oudevi, o0& Gv &N\ov €dcalpt TV EUQV
ou&éva.
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>Q). &meLpog ap’ €L Tavtdnact Tv avsp®v;
AN. kal €inv ye.

[92c] ZQ. ICG o0V &v, ® Satudvie, £i8eing Tepl ToUTou TOl TPAYUATOC, £(Te TL AyaBov ExeL év
a0t eite pAadpov, ol Tavtdmacty Emelpog €ing;

AN. pasdiwc: tovtoug yodv oida of eioty, €(t’ o0V ETelpog alTOV it €(Te pn.

Y0, pavtig €l lowg, @ "Avute: €mel OTwg ye BAWC oloBa ToUTwv TEPL, £€ OV autdC AEVELC
Bavpalow’ av. ANa yap ou toutoug emdntodpev tiveg eiolv, map’ ol¢ av [92d] Méevwv
adkdpevog HoxOnpog vévoltto—oUTol pév yap, €l oU PBoUAel, Z0Twv ol codlotai—aN\a &h
gkelvoug eimé fUlv, Kal TOV TATPLKOV TOVde £tdlpov evepyetnoov dpdacag avt® tapd tivag
AdLKOPEVOG €V TOOAUTN TIOAEL THV ApeThV fv vuvdi £yw SLHABov yevolt' av &&log Adyou.

AN. t{ 6¢ aut® ov ou édpacag;

30. GAN 00¢ P&V &Yk QUNV SL8acKAAOUE TOUTWVY Elval, £ltov, aANG TuyXaAvw 008EV Aéywv, MG ol
éNG kal Towg Tl [92e] Aéyelg. AANG oU 8 €v TQ PEpEL alT® elme Tapa tivag EABn ABnvalwv: eine
dvopa Otou BoUAeL.

AN. T{ 8¢ €vog AvBpwTiou dvopa St akoboat 6tw yap av Evtuyn Abnvaiwv TV KaA®v kayab®v,
00&¢elg €0ty OG 0V PeAtiw aUTOV TIOLACEL ) ol codLotal, avrep €8N TielBeoBal.

¥0). tétepov 8¢ olToL ol Kalol kayaBol &md Tol avTopAToU &yEvovto TolodTol, Tap’ oUSevd(
HABOVTEC BUWC pEVTOoL ANNOUC SI8ACKELY olol Te Bvteg Tadta & adtol oUk [93a] £uabov;

AN. Kal TouTtoug éywye A&l Tapa TV TPOTEPWY HABElY, dvtwv KaA@V kayab®v- i o0 Sokoldatl
ool TToA\ol Kal ayaBot yeyoveval év Thde Tf) TIOAeL Avdpeg;

>Q). Epolye, M "AVUTE, Kal glvat SokoDolv évBasde ayabol Ta TIOALTIKA, Kal yeyovéval £TL oUy ATTov
A elvat aA\a u®v kal stsaokahot dyadot yeydvaoty ThHg alT®dv apethc; To0To yap ot Tiept 00 6
AOyOC APV TuyxAvel v- oUK €l elolv ayabol i) un Avdpeg €vBade, oud’ €l yeydvaow &v t® [93b]
pooBev, AN el S6aktév €otwv apeth mdAat okommoOMEN. tolto 6¢ okormolvteg TO6E
okotoOpev, dpa ot dyadol &vpe Kal T®V viv Kal TV TIPoTépwy Tavtnv Thy apethv flv avtol
ayaBol Aoav Amictavto kali dMw mapadodvai, f o0 Tapadotdv tolto AvlpwTw o0S6E
TIapaAnTITOV AW Ttap’ EANou- TodT Eotwy & Trdhat {NTtolpey &yw Te Kal Mévwv. W8e o0V OKATIEL
¢k To0 oautod Adyou- OspLloToKAEa oUK ayabov av [93c] paing vdpa yeyovevay,

AN. &ywyg, TTAVTWV ye paALlota.

3Q). ouKoDV Kal §L8ackalov ayabdv, eltep Tig ANNOG THC alTol Apeth¢ SI6A0KANOC AV, KAKETVOV
glvay;

AN. olpat &ywye, elriep BOVAETO V.

ZQ. aNN, olet, oUk Qv €EBOUARBN GAAouG TE Twvag KahoUg kayaBoug yeveaBbat, pdAlota &€ Tou Tov
0OV ToOV autod; i) olel avtov PpBovelv alT® Kal e&emitndeg oL apadidoval [93d] thyv dpethv v
avtdg Ayadog fv; ) ok akAkoag 8Tl OsploTokAfg KAeddavtov Tov 0oV inméa pév é818agarto
ayaBov; emepevev yodv £l TV (Mmwv 60pB0O¢ £0TNKWC, Kal AKOVTLLeV Ao TV Mnwv 6pB0¢, Kal
dM\a ToA\G kal Bauvpaoctd fpyaleto G €kelvog avtov emaidevoato Kat emnoinoe coddv, doa
S16aokdAwv ayabhv gixeto- i) talta ok akAkoag TV TPECPUTEPWY;

AN. dknkoa.

>Q). o0k Av 8pa TV ye duoLy Tod UEog avtod ATIAcAT &V TIC ElVAL KaKAV.

22



[93e] AN. Towc oUK Av.

2Q. Tl 6¢ 106¢; wg Kheddavtog 6 OguiotokAeéoug aviip dyabog kal codog eyeveto amep 6 Tathp
autod, 6N tou akAkoag f) vewtépou i TipecButépou;

AN. ov 6fjta.

>0). &p’ o0V Tadta pév oidpeda BovAeoBat adtdv TOV avtod VOV atsedoal, fjv 88 alTOg codiav
AV 00 A¢, 0LEEV TOV yelTdVWY BEATiw TotRoal, lTtep AV ye SLEAKTOV | APETH;

AN. lowg pa Al o0.

7Q. o0tog piv 8n oot Tololtog SLEA0KANOG APETAG, BV Kal ol OPONOYELG v ToTg 8pLoTov TGV
npotépwv lvar d\\ov [94a] && & okepwpeba, Aploteidnv tOv Auciudyou: R toltov oly
OMOAOVETC Ayabov yeyoveval,

AN. &ywyg, TTAvtwg &MTou.

>0). oUkoOv kal o0To¢ TOV UOV TOV avTtod Aucipayov, 8ca pév SISaokaAwv €iXETo, KANLOTA
ABnvaiwv émnaibevoe, Avépa &¢ BeAtiw Sokel ool détouolv TEMOLNKEvaL, TOUTw YAp Tou Kal
ouyyéyovag kai 6pdc olog £otiv. i 6& BouAel, [94b] MeptkAéa, oUTWC HEYANOTIPETIMDC GOPOV
&vdpa, 0lo®’ &L Vo UElC EBpee, Mapahov Kal ZaveurToy;

AN. &ywye.

3. TouToug pévtol, WG oloBa kai ol, irméag piv £6iSaev ol8evdC Yeipoug ABnvaiwy, kal
HOUGLKHV Kal aywviav kal T@A\a émaiSsuoev doa Téxvng &xetal oudevog Xeipoug: ayadolg &&
&pa &vdpag o0k EBoUAETO Tolfoal; Sok® pév, EBOVAETO, AANA ph oUK f SL8aKTdv. tva 8& uh
OAlyoug oin kat toug pavlotdtoug ABnvaiwv aduvatoug yeyoveval tolto [94c] TO Tpdyua,
gvBupndntL 8tL Ooukudidng ad Svo Uelc #0pedev, MeAnoiav kal Xtédpavov, Kal ToUTOUG
¢raiSevoev Td e AN\a €0 Kkal émdlatoav KaAota ABnvaiwv—rtov pév yap Zaveia Eswke, Tov &¢
E0SWpw: o0ToL 8¢ TTou 56KoLV TGV TATE KAALOTA Ttahaielv—h ov pépvnoay;

AN. &ywye, akof.

¥0). o0kodv SAAov &TL 00TOC OUK BV TIoTE, 00 pév £l [94d] Samavwpevov §L8AoKeLY, Talta pév
¢6(5ake ToU¢ TaiSag Toug autod, ol 6 oty £8eL avalwoavta ayaboug &vdpag Totfjoat, tadta
8¢ oUk 6(8akev, €l S16akToOV Av; NG yap Towg 6 Ooukudidng padlog Ay, Kal ovK Aoav alTd
mAelotol dihoL ABnvaiwv kal TOV CUPPAYWV; Kal oikiag peydAng Av kal £80vato péya &v T TIOAEL
kal v Tol¢ &N\oLg “ENANGLY, OOTE €ittep AV ToUTO §L8AKTAV, EEUPETV &V BoTIG EuENeV aUTOD TOUG
V€l Ayaboug ooy, i} TV Emywplwv T i TV [94e] Eévwy, el alTtog uh) éoxdAadlev Sta thv
TAC TTOAeWG ETTLéNELav. AAAG VAP, G ETATPE "AVUTE, UF) 00K ) SLEAKTOV ApETh.

AN. @ Zwkpateg, padiwg pot Sokel KAKMC Aéyel AvBPWTOUC. &yk pEv oOv 8v ool
oupBoulevoatut, €t €0€AeLg épol Te(BeoBal, e0NaBelobalr w¢ lowg pev Kal v AN TIOAEL PAov
¢0TLV KAKQC TIOLETY AvOpWTIOUG R €0, év THSe 8¢ Kal [95a] Tavu- olpat 8& o kal alTov eiséval.

30. @ Mévwy, "AVUTOC HEV HoL SOKET aAETIAlVELY, Kal 008V Baupddw: oleTal yap HE TIPGTOV HEV
KaKNYopelv ToUToUC ToUC AvSpag, Emelta Ayeltal kal adtodg elval €i¢ TOUTWV. AN 00TOC HEV £av
TIOTE YW@ 01OV £0TLV TO KAKGIG AéyELy, TTaloeTal YaAeTIaivwy, viv 8¢ Ayvoel: oL &¢ pot i€, ou kal
Tap’ ULV €lov Kalol kayaBot avspeg;

MEN. Ttavu ve.

[95b] ZQ. ti olv; &8é\oucly olTtol Tapéxely alTolC SL8ackANoug Tolg VéoL;, Kal OpONOVElY
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S18dokaloi Te glval kal SIEaKTOV ApETAVY;
MEN. o0 pa tov Ala, ® SWKPATeG, AANG TOTE piv Av alT®OV akoloalg we SL8akTév, Toté §& (g od.

3Q. ¢GOuev obv touToug SL8A0KANOUC £lval TouTtou Tod TPAypatog, ol undé altd todto
opoAloyettay;

MEN. 00 pot SOKeT, M ZWKPATEC.

>0. Tl 6% 6R; ol codlotal ool oltol, oimep poévol émayyéNovtal, Sokolol St8ackalot givat
ApETAG;

[95c] MEN. kal Fopyiou pdAota, O Iwkpateg, tadta &yapal, 8Tl oUK Av ToTe avtod TolTo
akovoalg UTILOYVOUREVOU, AANO Kal TV GMNwv katayeAd, 0tav akouon UTILOYXVOUMEVWY: GANG
Aéyewy oletal 6€lv ToLElv Sewvouc.

>0). 008’ dpa ool Sokolotv ol coplotal SLEAcKaloL elvay;

MEN. oUK #yxw Aéyely, ® ZWKPATEG. Kal yap altdg Omep ol ToMol TiémovBar Toté pév pot
Sokolouv, tote 6¢ 00.

3Q). oloBa 6& 8Tl o0 pbévov ool Te Kal Tolg ANNOLC TOTG TTOMTLKOLG TOUTO SOKET TOTE pév €lval
S16aktdy, totE &' 00, [95d] AN Kal ©€oyviv TOV TToNTHY 0100’ &TL TavTd Tadta AéyeL,

MEN. év toloLg Emeaty;

>Q). v Tolc &heyeioLg, o0 Aéyel—

Kal Ttapa ToloLv TivE Kal £00Lg, Kal PeETa Tolov

e, kal BvSave Tol¢, v pueydhn SOvaplc.

€0OA@V pév yap art €06A\a S6ageal v 6¢ kakolowv

[95€]

ouppioyng, AmoAElg kat Tov edvta voov.

0100’ 8Tt &V ToUTOLG P&V G StSakTod olong THG APETHG AEVEL
MEN. ¢aivetal ve.

2Q). ¢v dA\oLg &€ ye OAlyov petaBag,—

el 8 Av TToNTdv, dnoi, kai Evetov avdpl vonua,

AEyeL TIWC OTL—

TIOAAOUG Qv pLoBoug kat peyaloug Epepov

ot duvapevol tolto ToLely, kal—

o0 1o’ av ¢€ ayabol matpodg £YEVTo KAKOC,

[96a]

TielBopevog pubolol caddppoaotv. NG SLEAoKwWV

00 TToTE TIOLAOELG TOV Kakov Avép’ dyabov.

€WOETG OTL aUTOC aUTW TIAAWY Ttepl TV aLTOV Tavavtia AEyeL;

MEN. ¢aivetat.
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>Q). ExeLg o0V elmelv &Nou 6Touodv Tipdypatog, ol ol pév pAackovte SISAGKAAOL Elval oUY BTIWG
&Mwv Si8dokahot 6poloyolvtal, AN o08E avtol émiotacBal, aNG Tovnpol [96b] sival Tiepl
autd todto To Tipdypa ol dpact St8dackahot eivat, oi §& 6oAoyoUpEVOL aUTol Kahol Kayadol TotE
HéV pactv avtd SLEakTodv eival, Toté 8¢ ol; Tolg oV 0UTwW TETapaypEvoug Tiept 6Touodv daing
&v o kupiwg Stsaokahoug sivat;

MEN. pa Al o0k Eywye.

Q. oukoOv €l pnte ol codlotal prte ol avtol kahol kayabol dvteg Siddokalol eiol tod
Tipaypatog, SiAov 6Tl oUK Av AANOL VE;

MEN. 00 pot Sokel.
[96¢] ZQ. €l 6¢ ye ph Stédokalot, ovdE padnrai;
MEN. S0KET poL £XELV WG AEVELG.

>0. Wpoloynkapev 8¢ ve, Tpdypatoc ol pAte StSdokalol pAte padntal elev, tolto pndE
SL8aKTOV €lvat;

MEN. wpoloynkaMEN.

ZQ). oukolv apetiig ovdapod paivovral dtddokaloy;

MEN. £ott tadta.

2Q). €l 6¢ ye ph Siddokalol, o0dE pabntal;

MEN. ¢aivetal oltwe.

ZQ). dpeth Gpa oUk Av €in dLdaktov;

[96d] MEN. o0k Zolkev, £lrep OpOKC AUELG oképueda. Gote kal Baupdlw 67, O IWKPATEC,
TotepOv Tote o0&’ elolv ayabol avdpeg, A tig Av €ln tpdmog TG yevéoewg TV ayablv
YLYVOUEVWV.

3Q. Kwduvelopey, O Mévwy, éyw Te kal ob padlol Tweg elval avspeg, Kal oé te MNopyiag ovy
iKav®g emtatSeukévart kal £pg Mpddikog. TTavtog PEANovV o0V TIPOoEKTEOY TOV VoV AV adTolg,
Kal ¢ntntéov O0TLg AUAG Vi Y€ Tw TPOTw BeAtioug [96e] Totfoel Aéyw 6¢ talta amofAsdag
po¢ Thv dptt ¢Atnowvy, wg NUAg EAabev katayeAdotwg OTL o0 HOVOV ETILOTAHMNG AYOUMEVNG
dpBKC Te Kal €0 TOTC AVOPWTIOLC TIPATTETAL T TIPAyHaAta, i (owg Kal Stapelyet AUES TO yvdvat
Tiva TotE TpoTov yiyvovtal ot ayabol &avdpeg.

MEN. TIG)G ToDTO AEVELG, W SWKPATEG;

30. O8e: BTl pév Toug Ayabolc &vspag Sel wehipoug glval, [97a] 6pBME WUONOYAKAUEY TOTTS
Ve 6TL 00K Av BAWC ExoL: A Vap;

MEN. vai.

ZQ. kal Ot ye wdehpol Eoovtal, Gv 0pBKMG APV Aywvtal TV TPAyHATwY, Kal ToUtd Tou KaA®G
WHOAOYOUHEY;

MEN. vai.

30. &tL & oUK ZoTwv OpBRC fyeloBal, £av pf GpOVIHOC R, TolTo Bpoloi éopev o0k OpBRC
WHOAOYNKOOLV.

MEN. t®¢ &R 0pBQG AEyELg;
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2Q. éyw €p@. €l eldwg thv 680V ThHV €ig AdpLoav f) Ottot BoUAeL &A\ooe Badidol kal dANoLg Ayotto,
&N\O TL 6pBQC v Kal €0 AyolTo;

MEN. Ttavu ve.

[97b] ZQ. ti &' €l T1g OpBRC peEv So&ddwv NTLg €oTiv ) 680¢, EANALBKG ¢ puh uNd' €mLotdpevog, oo
kal o0tog v 6pOHC AyolTo;

MEN. Ttavu ve.

>0). kal Ew¢ V' &v TTou 6pBHv §6Eav Exn Tepl MV 6 ETEPOC ETILOTAKNY, 0USEV Xelpwv fyepwv £otal,
oldpevog pev alnbf, ppoviv &¢ pry, Tod todto ppovoivro.

MEN. ovudev yap.

Q. 86&a &pa aAnbng mpog dpbdtnTa TPAgewg oudév yelpwv Nyepwv dpovAcewe: Kal tolTto
¢otv O vuvdin Tapeleiopev v TH TEPL THC ApeTg okEPeL OTIOTOV TL €ln, Aéyovteg [97c] OTL
Ppdvnolc pévov Ayeltal Tod 6pOKC TTPATTEWY: TO 6 &pa Kal §6&a Av aAnBNAC.

MEN. €0LKE VE.
30). 0082V dpa ATTOV WPENUOY E0TLy dpBH §6Ea EMLOTANNG.

MEN. T0000TW Ve, O TWKPATEG, TL O péV THY ETLOTAUNY £XwV Agl &v émituyyavol, 6 §& thy 6pBhv
S60&av totE pév av tuyydvol, tote &' ol.

2Q. G AEyeLg; O Agl Exwv 0pbhv §6&av oUK Agl v Tuyyavol, EwaTtiep 0pba do&dadloy;

MEN. avaykn pot ¢paivetar Gote Bavudlw, ® Iwkpateg, [97d] ToUtou oltwC Exovtoc, dTL A
TIOTE TIOAU TLHLWTEPA N ETILOTAMN THG 0pORG 80&NC, kal St dTL TO pev Etepoy, TO &€ Etepdv €0TLV
avt®v.

>0). oloBa o0V U &TL Bauvpalelg, f éyw oot elnw;

MEN. Ttavu V' €ire.

2Q). 8TL Tolg Aalsdlou dyaApacty ol Tipoogaynkag Tov volv: iowg &€ 008’ EoTiv Ttap’ LUIV.

MEN. Ttipog ti 6¢ 6N ToUTOo AéyELg;

>0. 6t kal tadta, €av pév ph Sedepéva ), anmodiSpdokel kal Spametelel, £av 68 SeSepéva,
TIAPOAUEVEL.

[97e] MEN. Ti o0V &A;

ZQ. TOV €keivou ToNUATWY AeAUpEVOV pEv EKTRoBal ou TIOAAR G Tvog &&Lov éotL TIfg, oTep
Sparmetnv dvbpwtov —ou yap mapapével—Eedepevov 6 TToANoD a&Lov: tavu yap Kala ta épya
¢otiv. tpo¢ Tl o0V 8 AMéyw Talta; TpdC Tag §6Eac Tag AANBELC. kal yap ai §6€at al aAndeic, doov
HEV Qv YpOVOV TIAPAMEVWOLY, KOAOV TO YXpApa kal Tavt [98a] ayaba epydlovtal TOALV &¢
XPOVOV oUK €B€Aouct Ttapapevely, AAa dparmetevouoty £k ThHG Puyfg tod avbpwriou, Wote ov
oMo &Elai eiowy, Ewg av T avtag Aon aitiag Aoylop®. todto & éotiv, ® Mévwv £taip,
AvApvNoLg, wg €v Tolg IPpoobev AUV wpoldyntat. meldav 6¢ §eBWaoLy, TPAOTOV pEV ETLOTHMAL
yiyvovtay, &metta povipor kat Sta tadta Of Tiplwtepov Erotnun opbfg 66&ng €otiv, kal
Stadepel Seop® Emotnun 6pOMHg SOENC.

MEN. vij ToV Ala, O ZWKPATEC, £0LKEV TOLOUTW TLVL.

[98b] ZQ. Kal phv Kal €yw WG oUK eldwg Aeyw, AN eikAlwv: OTL &€ €otiv TL AN\olov 6pbih 66&a
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Kal ETLOTAMN, oU TIdvu pot Sok® tolTo €ikalely, AAN €lttep TL GANO dainv av eidéval—oAiya &' av
dpainv—eév &' olv kal todTto gkelvwv Beinv &v v oida.

MEN. kal 3p8KC Ve, W TWKPATEC, AEVELC.

Q. Tl 8¢ tode ok 6pBKG, OTL AANBHg 66&a Ryoupevn TO Epyov £kAOoTNG THG TIPA&Ewg o0SEV
XElpov amepyadetal i EmotAun;

MEN. kal to0to S0Kelg pot AAn6f AéyeLyv.

[98c] Q. o0SEV Bpa 6pBi S4Ea EmoTAUNG XEIpov oUEE ATTov WdeAiun Zotal ei¢ Tag TPALELC,
o0&¢ avihp 6 Exwv OpBRv 66&av | 0 EmLoTAunv.

MEN. €otL taldta.

>Q). Kal phv 6 ve Ayabog avip wdENLHoG ATV wuoAdynTal sivat.

MEN. vai.

3Q. éneldh tolvuv o0 pévov U érotAuny ayadol Avspeg Av elev kal QO EAHOL Talg TIOAEDLY,
glmtep elev, GANA Kal 8U 0pBhv S6Eav, TouTolv 68 008Etepov dUOEL £0Tiv Tolg AvBpwTToL, [98d]
o0Te &motAun olte §6Ea AANBAC, olT émiktnta—i Sokel ool pUoEL 6TIoTEPOVODV alTolV ivat;

MEN. oUK EpoLye.

>0). oUKODV ETELSH 00 PpUOEL, 0USE ol Ayabol PpUOEL €lev &v.

MEN. o0 6fjta.

2Q). émeldn &¢ ye o0 puoel, éokottoUpeY TO peTd TtolTo £l SL6aKTOV £0TLVv.
MEN. vai.

>0). oUKODV S18aKTOV £50EeV €lval, i ppdvNoLC f APETH;

MEN. val.

>Q). KAV €l ye S18akToV €ln, dpdvnatc av ivat;

MEN. Ttavu Ve.

[98e] ZQ. Kal €l pev ye Stédokalol elev, SL6akToOv Av elvay, ph OVTWV &€ 0V SLEaKTOV;
MEN. o0tw.

3. GN\A UHV ORONOYAKAEY Hh €lvat altold St8ackahoug;

MEN. £ott tadta.

3Q). GpoloyAkapey pa PATE SLISakToV avTd pATE Gpdvnoty elvay;

MEN. Ttavu ve.

3. GA\A PRV ayaBov ye autd GLoAoyoDHEY Elval;

MEN. vai.

3Q. OdELov 8¢ kal ayabov ivat td 6pB&C fyoluevoy;

MEN. Ttavu ve.

[99a] ZQ. 6pBh¢ &¢ ye NyeloBal Svo dvta tadta pova, §6&av te aAndf kal érmotAuny, & &xwv
avBpwTttog 0pBOG fyeltal— ta yap amo tuxng Twog 0pB®¢ ylyvopeva ouk avBpwrtivn Ayepovia
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v o I3

yiyvetal—@ov 8¢ BvBpwTiog AYEUWV 0TIV TTL TO 0pBdv, SVo Tadta, §6Ea AAnBMG Kal EmLoTAUN.

MEN. S0kel pot oUtw.

ZQ). ouKoDV €TeLdI) ov SLdaktov €otly, oS’ ETlotpn &N ETL yiyvetal i) Apetr);

MEN. ou daivetat.

[99b] ZQ. Suolv dpa évtolv ayaboiv kal wdeA{poLy TO pev Etepov amoAélutal, kat ook v €in év
TIOALTIKE) TIPA&EL ETILOTAMN AYEHWV.

MEN. 00 pot Sokel.

Q. oUK Gpa codla Twi o0EE codol dvteg ol tolodtol Avdpeg fyolvto talg TOAECLY, ol audt
OspioTokAéa Te kal 00¢ apTL "Avutog 88 Eheyev- S1O 6 kal ovY olol te BANOUC TIOLETV TOLOUTOUG
olol avToi giol, &te oL S’ émoTAPNY BVTEC ToloUTOoL.

MEN. ZotKkev 00TWCE EXELWY, @ SWKPATEC, WG AEVELG.

>Q). oUKoOV €l Ph EmotAun, e0680&ia i TO Aourtdv [99¢] yiyvetat fj ol TIOALTIKOL BVEPEC XpWHEVOL
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English translation

[70a]
Men.

Can you tell me, Socrates, whether virtue can be taught, or is acquired by practice, not teaching?
Or if neither by practice nor by learning, whether it comes to mankind by nature or in some
other way?

Soc.

Meno, of old the Thessalians were famous and admired among the Greeks for their riding and
[70b] their riches; but now they have a name, I believe, for wisdom also, especially your friend
Aristippus'’s people, the Larisaeans. For this you have to thank Gorgias: for when he came to that
city he made the leading men of the Aleuadae—among them your lover Aristippus—and the
Thessalians generally enamored of wisdom. Nay more, he has given you the regular habit of
answering any chance question in a fearless, magnificent manner, as befits those who know:
[70c] for he sets the example of offering himself to be questioned by any Greek who chooses,
and on any point one likes, and he has an answer for everybody.

Soc.

Now in this place, my dear Meno, we have a contrary state of things: [71a] a drought of wisdom,
as it were, has come on; and it seems as though wisdom had deserted our borders in favour of
yours. You have only to ask one of our people a question such as that, and he will be sure to
laugh and say: Stranger, you must think me a specially favoured mortal, to be able to tell
whether virtue can be taught, or in what way it comes to one: so far am I from knowing whether
it can be taught or not, that I actually do not even know what the thing itself, virtue, is at all.
[71b] And I myself, Meno, am in the same case; I share my townsmen'’s poverty in this matter: I
have to reproach myself with an utter ignorance about virtue; and if I do not know what a thing
is, how can I know what its nature may be? Or do you imagine it possible, if one has no
cognizance at all of Meno, that one could know whether he is handsome or rich or noble, or the
reverse of these? Do you suppose that one could?

Men.

Not I. But is it true, Socrates, [71c] that you do not even know what virtue is? Are we to return
home with this report of you?

Soc.

Not only this, my friend, but also that I never yet came across anybody who did know, in my
opinion.

Men.

What? You did not meet Gorgias when he was here?
Soc.

I did.

Men.
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And you didn’t consider that he knew?
Soc.

I have not a very good memory, Meno, so I cannot tell at the moment how he struck me then. It
may be that he did know, and that you know what he said: [71d] remind me therefore how he
expressed it; or if you like, make your own statement, for I expect you share his views.

Men.
I do.
Soc.

Then let us pass him over, since in fact he is not present, and do you tell me, in heaven’s name,
what is your own account of virtue. Speak out frankly, that I may find myself the victim of a most
fortunate falsehood, if you and Gorgias prove to have knowledge of it, while I have said that I
never yet came across anyone who had.

[71€]
Men.

Why, there is no difficulty, Socrates, in telling. First of all, if you take the virtue of a man, it is
easily stated that a man's virtue is this—that he be competent to manage the affairs of his city,
and to manage them so as to benefit his friends and harm his enemies, and to take care to avoid
suffering harm himself. Or take a woman'’s virtue: there is no difficulty in describing it as the
duty of ordering the house well, looking after the property indoors, and obeying her husband.
And the child has another virtue—one for the female, and one for the male; and there is another
for elderly men—one, if you like, for freemen, [72a] and yet another for slaves.

Men.

And there are very many other virtues besides, so that one cannot be at a loss to explain what
virtue is; for it is according to each activity and age that every one of us, in whatever we do, has
his virtue; and the same, I take it, Socrates, will hold also of vice.

Soc.

I seem to be in a most lucky way, Meno; for in seeking one virtue I have discovered a whole
swarm of virtues there in your keeping. Now, Meno, to follow this figure of a swarm, [72b]
suppose I should ask you what is the real nature of the bee, and you replied that there are many
different kinds of bees, and I rejoined: Do you say it is by being bees that they are of many and
various kinds and differ from each other, or does their difference lie not in that, but in
something else—for example, in their beauty or size or some other quality? Tell me, what would
be your answer to this question?

Men.

Why, this—that they do not differ, as bees, the one from the other.
[72c]

Soc.

And if I went on to say: Well now, there is this that I want you to tell me, Meno: what do you call
the quality by which they do not differ, but are all alike? You could find me an answer, I

31



presume?
Men.

I could.
Soc.

And likewise also with the virtues, however many and various they may be, they all have one
common character whereby they are virtues, and on which one would of course be wise to keep
an eye when one is giving a definitive answer to the question of what virtue really is. [72d] You
take my meaning, do you not?

Men.

My impression is that I do; but still I do not yet grasp the meaning of the question as I could
wish.

Soc.

Is it only in the case of virtue, do you think, Meno, that one can say there is one kind belonging
to a man, another to a woman, and so on with the rest, or is it just the same, too, in the case of
health and size and strength? Do you consider that there is one health for a man, and another
for a woman? Or, wherever we find health, is it of the same character universally, [72e] in a man
or in anyone else?

Men.
I think that health is the same, both in man and in woman.
Soc.

Then is it not so with size and strength also? If a woman is strong, she will be strong by reason
of the same form and the same strength; by the same I mean that strength does not differ as
strength, whether it be in a man or in a woman. Or do you think there is any difference?

Men.

I do not.
[73a]
Soc.

And will virtue, as virtue, differ at all whether it be in a child or in an elderly person, in a woman
orinaman?

Men.

I feel somehow, Socrates, that here we cease to be on the same ground as in those other cases.
Soc.

Why? Were you not saying that a man'’s virtue is to manage a state well, and a woman'’s a house?
Men.

I was.

Soc.
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And is it possible to manage a state well, or a house, or anything at all, if you do not manage it
temperately and justly?

[73b]

Men.

Surely not.

Soc.

Then whoever manages temperately and justly will manage with temperance and justice?
Men.

That must be.

Soc.

Then both the woman and the man require the same qualities of justice and temperance, if they
are to be good.

Men.
Evidently.
Soc.

And what of a child or an old man? Can they ever hope to be good if they are intemperate and
unjust?

Men.

Surely not.

Soc.

Only if they are temperate and just?
Men.

Yes.

[73c]

Soc.

So all mankind are good in the same way; for they become good when they acquire the same
qualities.

Men.

So it seems.

Soc.

And I presume, if they had not the same virtue, they would not be good in the same way.
Men.

No, indeed.

Soc.

Seeing then that it is the same virtue in all cases, try and tell me, if you can recollect, what
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Gorgias—and you in agreement with him—say it is.
Men.

Simply that it is the power of governing mankind— [73d] if you want some single description to
cover all cases.

Soc.

That is just what I am after. But is virtue the same in a child, Meno, and in a slave—an ability to
govern each his master? And do you think he who governed would still be a slave?

Men.
I should say certainly not, Socrates.
Soc.

No, indeed, it would be unlikely, my excellent friend. And again, consider this further point: you
say it is to be able to govern; shall we not add to that—justly, not unjustly?

Men.

Yes, I think so; for justice, Socrates, is virtue.
[73e]

Soc.

Virtue, Meno, or a virtue?

Men.

What do you mean by that?

Soc.

What I would in any other case. To take roundness, for instance; I should call it a figure, and not
figure pure and simple. And I should name it so because there are other figures as well.

Men.

You would be quite right—just as I say there are other virtues besides justice.
[74a]

Soc.

What are they? Tell me. In the same way as I can tell you of other figures, if you request me, so
do you tell me of other virtues.

Men.

Well then, courage, I consider, is a virtue, and temperance, and wisdom, and loftiness of mind;
and there are a great many others.

Soc.

Once more, Meno, we are in the same plight: again we have found a number of virtues when we
were looking for one, though not in the same way as we did just now; but the one that runs
through them all, this we are not able to find.

[74b]
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Men.

No, for I am not yet able, Socrates, to follow your line of search, and find a single virtue common
to all, as one can in other cases.

Soc.

And no wonder; but I will make an effort, so far as I can, to help us onward. You understand, of
course, that this principle of mine applies to everything: if someone asked you the question I put
to you just now: What is figure, Meno? and you replied: Roundness; and then he said, as I did: Is
roundness figure or a figure? I suppose you would answer: A figure.

Men.

Certainly.

[74c]

Soc.

And for this reason—that there are other figures as well?
Men.

Yes.

Soc.

And if he went on to ask you of what sort they were, you would tell him?
Men.

I would.

Soc.

And if he asked likewise what color is, and on your answering white your questioner then
rejoined: Is white color or a color? your reply would be: A color; because there are other colors
besides.

Men.
It would.
Soc.

And if he bade you mention other colors, [74d] you would tell him of others that are colors just
as much as white?

Men.
Yes.
Soc.

Now suppose that, like me, he pursued the argument and said: We are always arriving at a
variety of things, but let me have no more of that: since you call these many things by one single
name, and say they are figures, every one of them, even when they are opposed to one another,
tell me what is that which comprises round and straight alike, and which you call figure— [74e]
including straight equally with round under that term. For that is your statement, is it not?
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Men.
Itis.
Soc.

And in making it, do you mean to say that round is no more round than straight, or straight no
more straight than round?

Men.
No, to be sure, Socrates.
Soc.

What you mean is that the round shape is no more a figure than the straight, or the straight
than the round.

Men.
Quite right.
Soc.

Then what can this thing be, which bears the name of figure? Try and tell me. Suppose that, on
being asked this question by someone, [75a] either about figure or about color, you had replied:
Why, I don't so much as understand what you want, sir, or even know what you are saying: he
might well have shown surprise, and said: Do you not understand that I am looking for that
which is the same common element in all these things? Or would you still be unable to reply,
Meno, if you were approached on other terms, and were asked: What is it that is common to the
round and the straight and everything else that you call figures—the same in all? Try and tell me
it will be good practice for your answer about virtue.

[75b]

Men.

No, it is you who must answer, Socrates.

Soc.

You wish me to do you the favour?

Men.

By all means.

Soc.

And then you will agree to take your turn and answer me on virtue?
Men.

I will.

Soc.

Well then, I must make the effort, for it is worth our while.
Men.

Certainly.
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Soc.

Come now, let me try and tell you what figure is. Just consider if you accept this description of it:
figure, let us say, is the only existing thing that is found always following color. Are you satisfied,
or are you looking for something different? I am sure I should be content with a similar account
of virtue from you.

[75c]

Men.

But it is such a silly one, Socrates.
Soc.

How do you mean?

Men.

Well, figure, as I understand by your account, is what always follows color. Very good; but if
some one said he did not know color, and was in the same difficulty about it as about figure,
what answer do you suppose would have come from you?

Soc.

The truth, from me; and if my questioner were a professor of the eristic and contentious sort, I
should say to him: [75d] I have made my statement; if it is wrong, your business is to examine
and refute it. But if, like you and me on this occasion, we were friends and chose to have a
discussion together, I should have to reply in some milder tone more suited to dialectic. The
more dialectical way, I suppose, is not merely to answer what is true, but also to make use of
those points which the questioned person acknowledges he knows. And this is the way in which
I shall now try to argue with you. Tell me, is there something you call an end? Such a thing, I
mean, [75e] as a limit, or extremity—I use all these terms in the same sense, though I daresay
Prodicus might quarrel with us. But you, I am sure, refer to a thing as terminated or ended:
something of that sort is what I mean—nothing complicated.

Men.

Yes, I do, and I think I grasp your meaning.
[76a]

Soc.

Well then, you speak of a surface, and also of a solid—the terms employed in geometrical
problems?

Men.
I do.
Soc.

So now you are able to comprehend from all this what I mean by figure. In every instance of
figure I call that figure in which the solid ends; and I may put that more succinctly by saying that
figure is limit of solid.

Men.
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And what do you say of color, Socrates?
Soc.

How overbearing of you, Meno, to press an old man with demands for answers, when you will
not trouble yourself [76b] to recollect and tell me what account Gorgias gives of virtue!

Men.
When you have answered my question, Socrates, I will answer yours.
Soc.

One might tell even blindfolded, Meno, by the way you discuss, that you are handsome and still
have lovers.

Men.
Why so?
Soc.

Because you invariably speak in a peremptory tone, after the fashion of spoilt beauties, holding
as they do a despotic power so long as their bloom is on them. You have also, I daresay, [76c]
made a note of my weakness for handsome people. So I will indulge you, and answer.

Men.
You must certainly indulge me.
Soc.

Then would you like me to answer you in the manner of Gorgias, which you would find easiest to
follow?

Men.

I should like that, of course.

Soc.

Do not both of you say there are certain effluences of existent things, as Empedocles held?
Men.

Certainly.

Soc.

And passages into which and through which the effluences pass?
Men.

To be sure.

Soc.

And some of the effluences fit into various passages, [76d] while some are too small or too
large?

Men.

That is so.
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Soc.

And further, there is what you call sight?
Men.

Yes.

Soc.

So now conceive my meaning, as Pindar says: color is an effluence of figures, commensurate
with sight and sensible.

Men.
Your answer, Socrates, seems to me excellently put.
Soc.

Yes, for I expect you find its terms familiar; and at the same time I fancy you observe that it
enables you to tell what sound and smell are, and numerous other [76e] things of the kind.

Men.
Certainly.
Soc.

It is an answer in the high poetic style, Meno, and so more agreeable to you than that about
figure.

Men.
Yes, it is.
Soc.

But yet, son of Alexidemus, I am inclined to think the other was the better of the two; and I
believe you also would prefer it, if you were not compelled, as you were saying yesterday, to go
away before the mysteries, and could stay awhile and be initiated.

[77a]

Men.

But I should stay, Socrates, if you would give me many such answers.
Soc.

Well then, I will spare no endeavor, both for your sake and for my own, to continue in that style;
but I fear I may not succeed in keeping for long on that level. But come now, you in your turn
must try and fulfil your promise by telling me what virtue is in a general way; and you must stop
producing a plural from the singular, as the wags say whenever one breaks something, but
leave virtue [77b] whole and sound, and tell me what it is. The pattern you have now got from
me.

Men.

Well, in my view, Socrates, virtue is, in the poet’s words, to rejoice in things honorable and be
able for them ; and that, I say, is virtue—to desire what is honorable and be able to procure it.
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Soc.

Do you say that he who desires the honorable is desirous of the good?
Men.

Certainly.

Soc.

Implying that there are some who desire the evil, and others the good? Do not all men, [77c] in
your opinion, my dear sir, desire the good?

Men.

I think not.

Soc.

There are some who desire the evil?
Men.

Yes.

Soc.

Thinking the evil to be good, do you mean, or actually recognizing it to be evil, and desiring it
nevertheless?

Men.

Both, I believe.

Soc.

Do you really believe, Meno, that a man knows the evil to be evil, and still desires it?
Men.

Certainly.

Soc.

What do you mean by desires? Desires the possession of it?
[77d]

Men.

Yes; what else could it be?

Soc.

And does he think the evil benefits him who gets it, or does he know that it harms him who has
it?

Men.
There are some who think the evil is a benefit, and others who know that it does harm.
Soc.

And, in your opinion, do those who think the evil a benefit know that it is evil?
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Men.
I do not think that at all.
Soc.

Obviously those who are ignorant of the evil do not desire it, but only what they supposed [77e]
to be good, though it is really evil; so that those who are ignorant of it and think it good are
really desiring the good. Is not that so?

Men.
It would seem to be so in their case.
Soc.

Well now, I presume those who, as you say, desire the evil, and consider that the evil harms him
who gets it, know that they will be harmed by it?

Men.

They needs must.
[78a]

Soc.

But do they not hold that those who are harmed are miserable in proportion to the harm they
suffer?

Men.

That too must be.

Soc.

And are not the miserable ill-starred?
Men.

I think so.

Soc.

Then is there anyone who wishes to be miserable and ill-starred?
Men.

I do not suppose there is, Socrates.
Soc.

No one, then, Meno, desires evil, if no one desires to be such an one: for what is being miserable
but desiring evil and obtaining it?

[78b]

Men.

It seems that what you say is true, Socrates, and that nobody desires evil.
Soc.

Well now, you were saying a moment ago that virtue is the desire and ability for good?
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Men.
Yes, I was.
Soc.

One part of the statement—the desire—belongs to our common nature, and in this respect one
man is no better than another?

Men.

Apparently.

Soc.

But it is plain that if one man is not better than another in this, he must be superior in the ability.
Men.

Certainly.

Soc.

Then virtue, it seems by your account, [78c] is ability to procure goods.
Men.

I entirely agree, Socrates, with the view which you now take of the matter.
Soc.

Then let us see whether your statement is true in another respect; for very likely you may be
right. You say virtue is the ability to procure goods?

Men.

I do.

Soc.

And do you not mean by goods such things as health and wealth?
Men.

Yes, and I include the acquisition of gold and silver, and of state honors and offices.
Soc.

Are there any things besides this sort, that you class as goods?
Men.

No, I refer only to everything of that sort.

[78d]

Soc.

Very well: procuring gold and silver is virtue, according to Meno, the ancestral friend of the
Great King. Tell me, do you add to such procuring, Meno, that it is to be done justly and piously,
or is this indifferent to you, but even though a man procures these things unjustly, do you call
them virtue all the same?

Men.
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Surely not, Socrates.
Soc.

Rather, vice.

Men.

Yes, of course.

Soc.

Then it seems that justice or temperance or holiness or some other part of virtue must
accompany the procuring of these things; [78e] otherwise it will not be virtue, though it provides
one with goods.

Men.
Yes, for how, without these, could it be virtue?
Soc.

And not to procure gold and silver, when it would be unjust—what we call the want of such
things—is virtue, is it not?

Men.
Apparently.
Soc.

So the procuring of this sort of goods will be no more virtue than the want of them; but it seems
that whatever comes accompanied by justice will be virtue, [79a] and whatever comes without
any such quality, vice.

Men.
I agree that it must be as you say.
Soc.

And were we saying a little while ago that each of these things was a part of virtue—justice and
temperance and the rest of them?

Men.

Yes.

Soc.

And here you are, Meno, making fun of me?
Men.

How so, Socrates?

Soc.

Because after my begging you not to break up virtue into small change, and giving you a
pattern on which you should answer, you have ignored all this, and now tell me that virtue is
[79b] the ability to procure good things with justice; and this, you tell me, is a part of virtue?

Men.
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I do.
Soc.

Then it follows from your own admission that doing whatever one does with a part of virtue is
itself virtue; for you say that justice is a part of virtue, and so is each of such qualities. You ask
the meaning of my remark. It is that after my requesting you to speak of virtue as a whole, you
say not a word as to what it is in itself, but tell me that every action is virtue provided that it is
done [79c] with a part of virtue; as though you had told me what virtue is in the whole, and I
must understand it forthwith—when you are really splitting it up into fragments! I think
therefore that you must face the same question all over again, my dear Meno—What is
virtue?—if we are to be told that every action accompanied by a part of virtue is virtue; for that is
the meaning of the statement that every action accompanied by justice is virtue. Or do you not
agree that you have to meet the same question afresh? Do you suppose that anyone can know a
part of virtue when he does not know virtue itself?

Men.

No, I do not.
[79d]

Soc.

And I daresay you remember, when I answered you a while ago about figure, how we rejected
the sort of answer that attempts to proceed in terms which are still under inquiry and has not
yet been admitted.

Men.
Yes, and we were right in rejecting it, Socrates.
Soc.

Well then, my good sir, you must not in your turn suppose that while the nature of virtue as a
whole is still under inquiry you will explain it to anyone by replying in terms of its parts, or by
any other statement [79e] on the same lines: you will only have to face the same question over
again—What is this virtue, of which you are speaking all the time? Or do you see no force in
what I say?

Men.
I think what you say is right.
Soc.

Then answer me again from the beginning: what do both you and your associate say that virtue
is?

Men.

Socrates, I used to be told, before I began to meet you, [80a] that yours was just a case of being
in doubt yourself and making others doubt also: and so now I find you are merely bewitching
me with your spells and incantations, which have reduced me to utter perplexity. And if I am
indeed to have my jest, I consider that both in your appearance and in other respects you are
extremely like the flat torpedo sea-fish; for it benumbs anyone who approaches and touches it,
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and something of the sort is what I find you have done to me now. For in truth [80b] I feel my
soul and my tongue quite benumbed, and I am at a loss what answer to give you. And yet on
countless occasions I have made abundant speeches on virtue to various people—and very
good speeches they were, so I thought—but now I cannot say one word as to what it is. You are
well advised, I consider, in not voyaging or taking a trip away from home; for if you went on like
this as a stranger in any other city you would very likely be taken up for a wizard.

Soc.

You are a rogue, Meno, and had almost deceived me.
Men.

How is that, Socrates?

[80c]

Soc.

I perceive your aim in thus comparing me.

Men.

What was it?

Soc.

That I might compare you in return. One thing I know about all handsome people is this—they
delight in being compared to something. They do well over it, since fine features, I suppose,
must have fine similes. But I am not for playing your game. As for me, if the torpedo is torpid
itself while causing others to be torpid, I am like it, but not otherwise. For it is not from any
sureness in myself that I cause others to doubt: it is from being in more doubt than anyone else
that [80d] I cause doubt in others. So now, for my part, I have no idea what virtue is, whilst you,
though perhaps you may have known before you came in touch with me, are now as good as
ignorant of it also. But none the less I am willing to join you in examining it and inquiring into its
nature.

Men.

Why, on what lines will you look, Socrates, for a thing of whose nature you know nothing at all?
Pray, what sort of thing, amongst those that you know not, will you treat us to as the object of
your search? Or even supposing, at the best, that you hit upon it, how will you know it is the
thing you did not know?

Soc.

I understand the point you would make, Meno. [80e] Do you see what a captious argument you
are introducing—that, forsooth, a man cannot inquire either about what he knows or about
what he does not know? For he cannot inquire about what he knows, because he knows it, and
in that case is in no need of inquiry; nor again can he inquire about what he does not know,
since he does not know about what he is to inquire.

[81a]
Men.

Now does it seem to you to be a good argument, Socrates?
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Soc.

It does not.

Men.

Can you explain how not?

Soc.

I can; for I have heard from wise men and women who told of things divine that—
Men.

What was it they said ?

Soc.

Something true, as I thought, and admirable.
Men.

What was it? And who were the speakers?
Soc.

They were certain priests and priestesses who have studied so as to be able to give a reasoned
account of their ministry; and Pindar also [81b] and many another poet of heavenly gifts. As to
their words, they are these: mark now, if you judge them to be true. They say that the soul of
man is immortal, and at one time comes to an end, which is called dying, and at another is born
again, but never perishes. Consequently one ought to live all one’s life in the utmost holiness.For
from whomsoever Persephone shall accept requital for ancient wrong, the souls of these she
restores in the ninth year to the upper sun again; from them arise [81c] glorious kings and men
of splendid might and surpassing wisdom, and for all remaining time are they called holy heroes
amongst mankind.Seeing then that the soul is immortal and has been born many times, and has
beheld all things both in this world and in the nether realms, she has acquired knowledge of all
and everything; so that it is no wonder that she should be able to recollect all that she knew
before about virtue and other things. For as [81d] all nature is akin, and the soul has learned all
things, there is no reason why we should not, by remembering but one single thing—an act
which men call learning—discover everything else, if we have courage and faint not in the
search; since, it would seem, research and learning are wholly recollection. So we must not
hearken to that captious argument: it would make us idle, and is pleasing only to the indolent
ear, whereas the other makes us energetic [81e] and inquiring. Putting my trust in its truth, I am
ready to inquire with you into the nature of virtue.

Men.

Yes, Socrates, but what do you mean by saying that we do not learn, and that what we call
learning is recollection? Can you instruct me that this is so?

Soc.

I remarked just now, Meno, that you are a rogue and so here you are asking if I can instruct you,
when I say there is no teaching [82a] but only recollection: you hope that I may be caught
contradicting myself forthwith.

Men.
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I assure you, Socrates; that was not my intention I only spoke from habit. But if you can
somehow prove to me that it is as you say, pray do so.

Soc.

It is no easy matter, but still I am willing to try my best for your sake. Just call one of your own
troop of attendants there, [82b] whichever one you please, that he may serve for my
demonstration.

Men.

Certainly. You, I say, come here.

Soc.

He is a Greek, I suppose, and speaks Greek?

Men.

Oh yes, to be sure—born in the house.

Soc.

Now observe closely whether he strikes you as recollecting or as learning from me.
Men.

I will.

Soc.

Tell me, boy, do you know that a square figure is like this?

Boy.

I do.

[82c]

Soc.

Now, a square figure has these lines, four in number, all equal?
Boy.

Certainly.

Soc.

And these, drawn through the middle, are equal too, are they not?
Boy.

Yes.

Soc.

And a figure of this sort may be larger or smaller?

Boy.

To be sure.

Soc.
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Now if this side were two feet and that also two, how many feet would the whole be? Or let me
put it thus: if one way it were two feet, and only one foot the other, of course the space would be
two feet taken once ?

Boy.

Yes.

[82d]

Soc.

But as it is two feet also on that side, it must be twice two feet?
Boy.

Itis.

Soc.

Then the space is twice two feet?

Boy.

Yes.

Soc.

Well, how many are twice two feet? Count and tell me.
Boy.

Four, Socrates.

Soc.

And might there not be another figure twice the size of this, but of the same sort, with all its
sides equal like this one?

Boy.

Yes.

Soc.

Then how many feet will it be?
Boy.

Eight.

Soc.

Come now, try and tell me how long will each side [82e] of that figure be. This one is two feet
long: what will be the side of the other, which is double in size?

Boy.
Clearly, Socrates, double.
Soc.

Do you observe, Meno, that I am not teaching the boy anything, but merely asking him each
time? And now he supposes that he knows about the line required to make a figure of eight
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square feet; or do you not think he does?
Men.

I do.

Soc.

Well, does he know?

Men.

Certainly not.

Soc.

He just supposes it, from the double size required?
Men.

Yes.

Soc.

Now watch his progress in recollecting, by the proper use of memory. Tell me, boy, [83a] do you
say we get the double space from the double line? The space I speak of is not long one way and
short the other, but must be equal each way like this one, while being double its size—eight
square feet. Now see if you still think we get this from a double length of line.

Boy.

I do.

Soc.

Well, this line is doubled, if we add here another of the same length?
Boy.

Certainly.

Soc.

And you say we shall get our eight-foot space from four lines of this length?
Boy.

Yes.

[83b]

Soc.

Then let us describe the square, drawing four equal lines of that length. This will be what you
say is the eight-foot figure, will it not?

Boy.
Certainly.
Soc.

And here, contained in it, have we not four squares, each of which is equal to this space of four
feet?
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Boy.

Yes.

Soc.

Then how large is the whole? Four times that space, is it not?
Boy.

It must be.

Soc.

And is four times equal to double?

Boy.

No, to be sure.

Soc.

But how much is it?

Boy.

Fourfold.

[83c]

Soc.

Thus, from the double-sized line, boy, we get a space, not of double, but of fourfold size.
Boy.

That is true.

Soc.

And if it is four times four it is sixteen, is it not?

Boy.

Yes.

Soc.

What line will give us a space of eight feet? This one gives us a fourfold space, does it not?
Boy.

It does.

Soc.

And a space of four feet is made from this line of half the length?
Boy.

Yes.

Soc.

Very well; and is not a space of eight feet double the size of this one, [83d] and half the size of
this other?
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Boy.

Yes.

Soc.

Will it not be made from a line longer than the one of these, and shorter than the other?
Boy.

I think so.

Soc.

Excellent: always answer just what you think. Now tell me, did we not draw this line two feet,
and that four?

Boy.
Yes.
Soc.

Then the line on the side of the eight-foot figure should be more than this of two feet, and less
than the other of four?

Boy.

It should.

[83e]

Soc.

Try and tell me how much you would say it is.
Boy.

Three feet.

Soc.

Then if it is to be three feet, we shall add on a half to this one, and so make it three feet? For
here we have two, and here one more, and so again on that side there are two, and another
one; and that makes the figure of which you speak.

Boy.
Yes.
Soc.

Now if it be three this way and three that way, the whole space will be thrice three feet, will it
not?

Boy.

So it seems.

Soc.

And thrice three feet are how many?

Boy.
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Nine.

Soc.

And how many feet was that double one to be?

Boy.

Eight.

Soc.

So we fail to get our eight-foot figure from this three-foot line.
Boy.

Yes, indeed.

Soc.

But from what line shall we get it? Try and tell us exactly; [84a] and if you would rather not
reckon it out, just show what line it is.

Boy.
Well, on my word, Socrates, I for one do not know.
Soc.

There now, Meno, do you observe who progress he has already made in his recollection? At first
he did not know what is the line that forms the figure of eight feet, and he does not know even
now: but at any rate he thought he knew then, and confidently answered as though he knew,
and was aware of no difficulty; whereas now he feels the difficulty he is in, and besides not
knowing does not think [84b] he knows.

Men.

That is true.

Soc.

And is he not better off in respect of the matter which he did not know?
Men.

I think that too is so.

Soc.

Now, by causing him to doubt and giving him the torpedo’s shock, have we done him any harm?
Men.

I think not.

Soc.

And we have certainly given him some assistance, it would seem, towards finding out the truth
of the matter: for now he will push on in the search gladly, as lacking knowledge; whereas then
he would have been only too ready to suppose he was right in saying, before any number of
people any number of times, [84c] that the double space must have a line of double the length
for its side.
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Men.
It seems so.
Soc.

Now do you imagine he would have attempted to inquire or learn what he thought he knew,
when he did not know it, until he had been reduced to the perplexity of realizing that he did not
know, and had felt a craving to know?

Men.

I think not, Socrates.

Soc.

Then the torpedo’s shock was of advantage to him?
Men.

I think so.

Soc.

Now you should note how, as a result of this perplexity, he will go on and discover something by
joint inquiry with me, while I merely ask questions [84d] and do not teach him; and be on the
watch to see if at any point you find me teaching him or expounding to him, instead of
questioning him on his opinions. Tell me, boy: here we have a square of four feet, have we not?
You understand?

Boy.

Yes.

Soc.

And here we add another square equal to it?

Boy.

Yes.

Soc.

And here a third, equal to either of them?

Boy.

Yes.

Soc.

Now shall we fill up this vacant space in the corner?
Boy.

By all means.

Soc.

So here we must have four equal spaces? [84e] BOY. Yes.

Soc.
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Well now, how many times larger is this whole space than this other?
Boy.

Four times.

Soc.

But it was to have been only twice, you remember?

Boy.

To be sure.

Soc.

And does this line, drawn from corner to corner, [85a] cut in two each of these spaces?
Boy.

Yes.

Soc.

And have we here four equal lines containing this space?
Boy.

We have.

Soc.

Now consider how large this space is.

Boy.

I do not understand.

Soc.

Has not each of the inside lines cut off half of each of these four spaces?
Boy.

Yes.

Soc.

And how many spaces of that size are there in this part?
Boy.

Four.

Soc.

And how many in this?

Boy.

Two.

Soc.

And four is how many times two?

Boy.
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Twice.

[85b]

Soc.

And how many feet is this space?
Boy.

Eight feet.

Soc.

From what line do we get this figure?
Boy.

From this.

Soc.

From the line drawn corner-wise across the (our-foot figure?
Boy.

Yes.

Soc.

The professors call it the diagonal: so if the diagonal is its name, then according to you, Meno's
boy, the double space is the square of the diagonal.

Boy.
Yes, certainly it is, Socrates.
Soc.

What do you think, Meno? Was there any opinion that he did not give as an answer of his own
thought?

[85(]

Men.

No, they were all his own.

Soc.

But you see, he did not know, as we were saying a while since.
Men.

That is true.

Soc.

Yet he had in him these opinions, had he not?
Men.

Yes.

Soc.
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So that he who does not know about any matters, whatever they be, may have true opinions on
such matters, about which he knows nothing?

Men.
Apparently.
Soc.

And at this moment those opinions have just been stirred up in him, like a dream; but if he were
repeatedly asked these same questions in a variety of forms, you know he will have in the end as
exact an understanding [85d] of them as anyone.

Men.
So it seems.
Soc.

Without anyone having taught him, and only through questions put to him, he will understand,
recovering the knowledge out of himself?

Men.

Yes.

Soc.

And is not this recovery of knowledge, in himself and by himself, recollection?
Men.

Certainly.

Soc.

And must he not have either once acquired or always had the knowledge he now has?
Men.

Yes.

Soc.

Now if he always had it, he was always in a state of knowing; and if he acquired it all some time,
he could not have acquired it in this life. [85e] Or has someone taught him geometry? You see,
he can do the same as this with all geometry and every branch of knowledge. Now, can anyone
have taught him all this? You ought surely to know, especially as he was born and bred in your
house.

Men.

Well, I know that no one has ever taught him.
Soc.

And has he these opinions, or has he not?
Men.

He must have them, Socrates, evidently.

Soc.

56



And if he did not acquire them in this present life, is it not obvious at once [86a] that he had
them and learnt them during some other time?

Men.

Apparently.

Soc.

And this must have been the time when he was not a human being?
Men.

Yes.

Soc.

So if in both of these periods—when he was and was not a human being—he has had true
opinions in him which have only to be awakened by questioning to become knowledge, his soul
must have had this cognizance throughout all time? For clearly he has always either been or not
been a human being.

Men.
Evidently.
Soc.

And if the truth of all things that are is always [86b] in our soul, then the soul must be immortal;
so that you should take heart and, whatever you do not happen to know at present—that is,
what you do not remember—you must endeavor to search out and recollect?

Men.
What you say commends itself to me, Socrates, I know not how.
Soc.

And so it does to me, Meno. Most of the points I have made in support of my argument are not
such as I can confidently assert; but that the belief in the duty of inquiring after what we do not
know will make us better and braver and less helpless than the notion that there is not even a
possibility of discovering what we do not know, [86¢] nor any duty of inquiring after it—this is a
point for which I am determined to do battle, so far as I am able, both in word and deed.

Men.
There also I consider that you speak aright, Socrates.
Soc.

Then since we are of one mind as to the duty of inquiring into what one does not know, do you
agree to our attempting a joint inquiry into the nature of virtue?

Men.

By all means. But still, Socrates, for my part I would like best of all to examine that question I
asked at first, and hear your view as to whether in pursuing it we are to regard it as a thing to be
taught, or as a gift of nature to mankind, [86d] or as arriving to them in some other way which I
should be glad to know.
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Soc.

Had I control over you, Meno, as over myself, we should not have begun considering whether
virtue can or cannot be taught until we had first inquired into the main question of what it is.
But as you do not so much as attempt to control yourself—you are so fond of your liberty— and
both attempt and hold control over me, I will yield to your request—what else am I to do? [86e€]
So it seems we are to consider what sort of thing it is of which we do not yet know what it is!
Well, the least you can do is to relax just a little of your authority, and allow the
question—whether virtue comes by teaching or some other way—to be examined by means of
hypothesis.

Soc.

I mean by hypothesis what the geometricians often do in dealing with a question put to them;
for example, [87a] whether a certain area is capable of being inscribed as a triangular space in a
given circle: they reply—I cannot yet tell whether it has that capability; but I think, if I may put it
so, that I have a certain helpful hypothesis for the problem, and it is as follows: If this area is
such that when you apply it to the given line of the circle you find it falls short by a space similar
to that which you have just applied, then I take it you have one consequence, and if it is
impossible for it to fall so, then some other. Accordingly I wish to put a hypothesis, before I state
our conclusion as regards inscribing this figure [87b] in the circle by saying whether it is
impossible or not. In the same way with regard to our question about virtue, since we do not
know either what it is or what kind of thing it may be, we had best make use of a hypothesis in
considering whether it can be taught or not, as thus: what kind of thing must virtue be in the
class of mental properties, so as to be teachable or not? In the first place, if it is something
dissimilar or similar to knowledge, is it taught or not—or, as we were saying just now,
remembered? Let us have no disputing about the choice of a name: [87c] is it taught? Or is not
this fact plain to everyone—that the one and only thing taught to men is knowledge?

Men.

[ agree to that.

Soc.

Then if virtue is a kind of knowledge, clearly it must be taught?
Men.

Certainly.

Soc.

So you see we have made short work of this question—if virtue belongs to one class of things it
is teachable, and if to another, it is not.

Men.
To be sure.
Soc.

The next question, it would seem, that we have to consider is whether virtue is knowledge, or of
another kind than knowledge.

[87d]

58



Men.
I should say that is the next thing we have to consider.
Soc.

Well now, surely we call virtue a good thing, do we not, and our hypothesis stands, that it is
good?

Men.
Certainly we do.
Soc.

Then if there is some good apart and separable from knowledge, it may be that virtue is not a
kind of knowledge; but if there is nothing good that is not embraced by knowledge, our
suspicion that virtue is a kind of knowledge would be well founded.

Men.

Quite so.

Soc.

Now it is by virtue that we are good?

Men.

Yes.

[87¢€]

Soc.

And if good, profitable; for all good things are profitable, are they not?
Men.

Yes.

Soc.

So virtue is profitable?

Men.

That must follow from what has been admitted.
Soc.

Then let us see, in particular instances, what sort of things they are that profit us. Health, let us
say, and strength, and beauty, and wealth—these and their like we call profitable, do we not?

Men.

Yes.

[88a]

Soc.

But these same things, we admit, actually harm us at times; or do you dispute that statement?

Men.
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No, I agree.
Soc.

Consider now, what is the guiding condition in each case that makes them at one time
profitable, and at another harmful. Are they not profitable when the use of them is right, and
harmful when it is not?

Men.
To be sure.
Soc.

Then let us consider next the goods of the soul: by these you understand temperance, justice,
courage, intelligence, memory, magnanimity, and so forth?

[88Db]
Men.
Yes.
Soc.

Now tell me; such of these as you think are not knowledge, but different from knowledge—do
they not sometimes harm us, and sometimes profit us? For example, courage, if it is courage
apart from prudence, and only a sort of boldness: when a man is bold without sense, he is
harmed; but when he has sense at the same time, he is profited, is he not?

Men.
Yes.
Soc.

And the same holds of temperance and intelligence: things learnt and coordinated with the aid
of sense are profitable, but without sense they are harmful?

[88c]

Men.

Most certainly.
Soc.

And in brief, all the undertakings and endurances of the soul, when guided by wisdom, end in
happiness, but when folly guides, in the opposite?

Men.
So it seems.
Soc.

Then if virtue is something that is in the soul, and must needs be profitable, it ought to be
wisdom, seeing that all the properties of the soul are in themselves neither profitable nor
harmful, but are made either one or the other [88d] by the addition of wisdom or folly; and
hence, by this argument, virtue being profitable must be a sort of wisdom.
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Men.
[ agree.
Soc.

Then as to the other things, wealth and the like, that we mentioned just now as being
sometimes good and sometimes harmful—are not these also made profitable or harmful by the
soul according as she uses and guides them rightly or wrongly: [88e] just as, in the case of the
soul generally, we found that the guidance of wisdom makes profitable the properties of the
soul, while that of folly makes them harmful?

Men.

Certainly.

Soc.

And the wise soul guides rightly, and the foolish erroneously?
Men.

That is so.

Soc.

Then may we assert this as a universal rule, that in man all other things depend upon the soul,
while the things of the soul herself depend upon wisdom, [89a] if they are to be good; and so by
this account the profitable will be wisdom, and virtue, we say, is profitable?

Men.

Certainly.

Soc.

Hence we conclude that virtue is either wholly or partly wisdom?
Men.

It seems to me that your statement, Socrates, is excellent.
Soc.

Then if this is so, good men cannot be good by nature.
Men.

I think not.

[89b]

Soc.

No, for then, I presume, we should have had this result: if good men were so by nature, we
surely should have had men able to discern who of the young were good by nature, and on their
pointing them out we should have taken them over and kept them safe in the citadel, having set
our mark on them far rather than on our gold treasure, in order that none might have tampered
with them, and that when they came to be of age, they might be useful to their country.

Men.

61



Yes, most likely, Socrates.

Soc.

So since it is not by nature that the good become good, [89¢] is it by education?
Men.

We must now conclude, I think, that it is; and plainly, Socrates, on our hypothesis that virtue is
knowledge, it must be taught.

Soc.

Yes, I daresay; but what if we were not right in agreeing to that?
Men.

Well, it seemed to be a correct statement a moment ago.

Soc.

Yes, but not only a moment ago must it seem correct, but now also and hereafter, if it is to be at
all sound.

[89d]
Men.

Why, what reason have you to make a difficulty about it, and feel a doubt as to virtue being
knowledge?

Soc.

I will tell you, Meno. I do not withdraw as incorrect the statement that it is taught, if it is
knowledge; but as to its being knowledge, consider if you think I have grounds for misgiving.
For tell me now: if anything at all, not merely virtue, is teachable, must there not be teachers
and learners of it?

[89€]
Men.
I think so.
Soc.

Then also conversely, if a thing had neither teachers nor learners, we should be right in
surmising that it could not be taught?

Men.
That is so: but do you think there are no teachers of virtue?
Soc.

I must say I have often inquired whether there were any, but for all my pains I cannot find one.
And yet many have shared the search with me, and particularly those persons whom I regard as
best qualified for the task. But look, Meno: here, at the very moment when he was wanted, we
have Anytus sitting down beside us, [90a] to take his share in our quest. And we may well ask his
assistance; for our friend Anytus, in the first place, is the son of a wise and wealthy father,
Anthemion, who became rich not by a fluke or a gift—like that man the other day, Ismenias the
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Theban, who has come into the fortune of a Polycrates—but as the product of his own skill and
industry; and secondly, he has the name of being in general a well-conducted, mannerly person,
[90b] not insolent towards his fellow-citizens or arrogant and annoying; and further, he gave his
son a good upbringing and education, as the Athenian people think, for they choose him for the
highest offices. This is the sort of man to whom one may look for help in the inquiry as to
whether there are teachers of virtue or not, and who they may be. So please, Anytus, join with
me and your family-friend Meno in our inquiry about this matter—who can be the teachers.
Consider it thus: if we wanted Meno here to be a good doctor, [90c] to whom should we send
him for instruction? Would it not be to the doctors?

An.

Certainly.

Soc.

And if we wanted him to become a good cobbler, should we not send him to the cobblers?
An.

Yes.

Soc.

And in the same way with every other trade?
An.

Certainly.

Soc.

Now let me ask you something more about these same instances. We should be right, we say, in
sending him to the doctors if we wanted him to be a doctor. [90d] When we say this, do we
mean that we should be wise in sending him to those who profess the art rather than those who
do not, and to those who charge a fee for the particular thing they do, as avowed teachers of
anyone who wishes to come and learn of them? If these were our reasons, should we not be
right in sending him?

An.
Yes.
Soc.

And the same would hold in the case of flute-playing, and so on with the rest? What folly, when
we wanted to make someone a flute-player, [90e] to refuse to send him to the professed
teachers of the art, who charge a regular fee, and to bother with requests for instruction other
people who neither set up to be teachers nor have a single pupil in that sort of study which we
expect him, when sent, to pursue! Do you not consider this would be grossly unreasonable?

An.
Yes, on my word, I do, and stupid to boot.
Soc.

Quite right. And now there is an opportunity of your [91a] joining me in a consultation on my
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friend Meno here. He has been declaring to me ever so long, Anytus, that he desires to have that
wisdom and virtue whereby men keep their house or their city in good order, and honor their
parents, and know when to welcome and when to speed citizens and strangers as befits a good
man. [91b] Now tell me, to whom ought we properly to send him for lessons in this virtue? Or is
it clear enough, from our argument just now, that he should go to these men who profess to be
teachers of virtue and advertise themselves as the common teachers of the Greeks, and are
ready to instruct anyone who chooses in return for fees charged on a fixed scale?

An.

To whom are you referring, Socrates?

Soc.

Surely you know as well as anyone; they are the men whom people call sophists.
[91c]

An.

For heaven's sake hold your tongue, Socrates! May no kinsman or friend of mine, whether of this
city or another, be seized with such madness as to let himself be infected with the company of
those men; for they are a manifest plague and corruption to those who frequent them.

Soc.

What is this, Anytus? Of all the people who set up to understand how to do us good, do you
mean to single out these as conveying not merely no benefit, such as the rest can give, but
actually corruption [91d] to anyone placed in their hands? And is it for doing this that they
openly claim the payment of fees? For my part I cannot bring myself to believe you; for I know of
one man, Protagoras, who amassed more money by his craft than Pheidias—so famous for the
noble works he produced—or any ten other sculptors. And yet how surprising that menders of
old shoes and furbishers of clothes should not be able to go undetected [91e] thirty days if they
should return the clothes or shoes in worse condition than they received them, and that such
doings on their part would quickly starve them to death, while for more than forty years all
Greece failed to notice that Protagoras was corrupting his classes and sending his pupils away in
a worse state than when he took charge of them! For I believe he died about seventy years old,
forty of which he spent in the practice of his art;

Soc.

and he retains undiminished to this day the high reputation he has enjoyed all that time—and
not only Protagoras, [92a] but a multitude of others too: some who lived before him, and others
still living. Now are we to take it, according to you, that they wittingly deceived and corrupted
the youth, or that they were themselves unconscious of it? Are we to conclude those who are
frequently termed the wisest of mankind to have been so demented as that?

An.

Demented! Not they, Socrates: far rather the young men who pay them money, and still more
the relations [92b] who let the young men have their way; and most of all the cities that allow
them to enter, and do not expel them, whether such attempt be made by stranger or citizen.

Soc.
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Tell me, Anytus, has any of the sophists wronged you? What makes you so hard on them?
An.

No, heaven knows I have never in my life had dealings with any of them, nor would I let any of
my people have to do with them either.

Soc.

Then you have absolutely no experience of those persons?
[92c]

An.

And trust I never may.

Soc.

How then, my good sir, can you tell whether a thing has any good or evil in it, if you are quite
without experience of it?

An.
Easily: the fact is, I know what these people are, whether I have experience of them or not.
Soc.

You are a wizard, perhaps, Anytus; for I really cannot see, from what you say yourself, how else
you can know anything about them. But we are not inquiring now who the teachers are [92d]
whose lessons would make Meno wicked; let us grant, if you will, that they are the sophists: I
only ask you to tell us, and do Meno a service as a friend of your family by letting him know, to
whom in all this great city he should apply in order to become eminent in the virtue which I
described just now.

An.
Why not tell him yourself?
Soc.

I did mention to him the men whom I supposed to be teachers of these things; but I find, from
what you say, that I am quite off the track, [92e] and I daresay you are on it. Now you take your
turn, and tell him to whom of the Athenians he is to go. Give us a name—anyone you please.

An.

Why mention a particular one? Any Athenian gentleman he comes across, without exception,
will do him more good, if he will do as he is bid, than the sophists.

Soc.

And did those gentlemen grow spontaneously into what they are, and without learning from
anybody are they able, nevertheless, to teach others [93a] what they did not learn themselves?

An.

I expect they must have learnt in their turn from the older generation, who were gentlemen: or
does it not seem to you that we have had many good men in this city?

Soc.
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Yes, I agree, Anytus; we have also many who are good at politics, and have had them in the past
as well as now. But I want to know whether they have proved good teachers besides of their
own virtue: that is the question with which our discussion is actually concerned; not whether
there are, or formerly have been, [93b] good men here amongst us or not, but whether virtue is
teachable; this has been our problem all the time. And our inquiry into this problem resolves
itself into the question: Did the good men of our own and of former times know how to transmit
to another man the virtue in respect of which they were good, or is it something not to be
transmitted or taken over from one human being to another? That is the question I and Meno
have been discussing all this time. Well, just consider it in your own way of speaking: [93c] would
you not say that Themistocles was a good man?

An.

I would, particularly so.

Soc.

And if any man ever was a teacher of his own virtue, he especially was a good teacher of his?
An.

In my opinion, yes, assuming that he wished to be so.

Soc.

But can you suppose he would not have wished that other people should become good,
honorable men—above all, I presume, his own son? Or do you think he was jealous of him, and
deliberately refused to impart the virtue [93d] of his own goodness to him? Have you never
heard how Themistocles had his son Cleophantus taught to be a good horseman? Why, he could
keep his balance standing upright on horseback, and hurl the javelin while so standing, and
perform many other wonderful feats in which his father had had him trained, so as to make him
skilled in all that could be learnt from good masters. Surely you must have heard all this from
your elders?

An.

I have.

Soc.

Then there could be no complaints of badness in his son’s nature?
[93e]

An.

I daresay not.

Soc.

But I ask you—did you ever hear anybody, old or young, say that Cleophantus, son of
Themistocles, had the same goodness and accomplishments as his father?

An.
Certainly not.

Soc.
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And can we believe that his father chose to train his own son in those feats, and yet made him
no better than his neighbors in his own particular accomplishments—if virtue, as alleged, was to
be taught?

An.
On my word, I think not.
Soc.

Well, there you have a fine teacher of virtue who, you admit, was one of the best men of past
times. [94a] Let us take another, Aristeides, son of Lysimachus: do you not admit that he was a
good man?

An.
I do, absolutely, of course.
Soc.

Well, did he not train his son Lysimachus better than any other Athenian in all that masters
could teach him? And in the result, do you consider he has turned out better than anyone else?
You have been in his company, I know, and you see what he is like. Or take another example—
[94b] the splendidly accomplished Pericles: he, as you are aware, brought up two sons, Paralus
and Xanthippus.

An.
Yes.
Soc.

And, you know as well as I, he taught them to be the foremost horsemen of Athens, and trained
them to excel in music and gymnastics and all else that comes under the head of the arts; and
with all that, had he no desire to make them good men? He wished to, I imagine, but
presumably it is not a thing one can be taught. And that you may not suppose it was only a few
of the meanest sort of Athenians who failed in this matter, [94c] let me remind you that
Thucydides’ also brought up two sons, Melesias and Stephanus, and that besides giving them a
good general education he made them the best wrestlers in Athens: one he placed with
Xanthias, and the other with Eudorus—masters who, I should think, had the name of being the
best exponents of the art. You remember them, do you not?

An.
Yes, by hearsay.
Soc.

Well, is it not obvious that this father would never have spent his money on having his children
taught all those things, [94d] and then have omitted to teach them at no expense the others
that would have made them good men, if virtue was to be taught? Will you say that perhaps
Thucydides was one of the meaner sort, and had no great number of friends among the
Athenians and allies? He, who was of a great house and had much influence in our city and all
over Greece, so that if virtue were to be taught he would have found out the man who was likely
to make his sons good, whether one of our own people [94e] or a foreigner, were he himself too
busy owing to the cares of state! Ah no, my dear Anytus, it looks as though virtue were not a
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teachable thing.
An.

Socrates, I consider you are too apt to speak ill of people. I, for one, if you will take my advice,
would warn you to be careful: in most cities it is probably easier to do people harm than good,
and particularly in this one; [95a] I think you know that yourself.

Soc.

Meno, I think Anytus is angry, and I am not at all surprised: for he conceives, in the first place,
that I am speaking ill of these gentlemen; and in the second place, he considers he is one of
them himself. Yet, should the day come when he knows what speaking ill means, his anger will
cease; at present he does not know. Now you must answer me: are there not good and
honorable men among your people also?

Men.
Certainly.
[95b]
Soc.

Well then, are they willing to put themselves forward as teachers of the young, and avow that
they are teachers and that virtue is to be taught?

Men.

No, no, Socrates, I assure you: sometimes you may hear them refer to it as teachable, but
sometimes as not.

Soc.

Then are we to call those persons teachers of this thing, when they do not even agree on that
great question?

Men.
I should say not, Socrates.
Soc.

Well, and what of the sophists? Do you consider these, its only professors, [95c] to be teachers
of virtue?

Men.

That is a point, Socrates, for which I admire Gorgias: you will never hear him promising this, and
he ridicules the others when he hears them promise it. Skill in speaking is what he takes it to be
their business to produce.

Soc.
Then you do not think the sophists are teachers of virtue?
Men.

I cannot say, Socrates. I am in the same plight as the rest of the world: sometimes I think that
they are, sometimes that they are not.
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Soc.

And are you aware that not only you and other political folk [95d] are in two minds as to whether
virtue is to be taught, but Theognis the poet also says, you remember, the very same thing?

Men.

In which part of his poems?

Soc.

In those elegiac lines where he says—

Eat and drink with these men; sit with them, and be pleasing unto them, who wield great power;
for from the good wilt thou win thee lessons in the good; but mingle with the bad,

[95e] and thou wilt lose even the sense that thou hast.Do you observe how in these words he
implies that virtue is to be taught?

Men.

He does, evidently.

Soc.

But in some other lines he shifts his ground a little, saying—
Could understanding be created and put into a man

(I think it runs thus) many high rewards would they obtain

[96a] for he would have followed the precepts of wisdom: but not by teaching wilt thou ever
make the had man good You notice how in the second passage he contradicts himself on the
same point?

Men.
Apparently.
Soc.

Well, can you name any other subject in which the professing teachers are not only refused
recognition as teachers of others, but regarded as not even understanding it themselves, [96b]
and indeed as inferior in the very quality of which they claim to be teachers; while those who are
themselves recognized as men of worth and honor say at one time that it is teachable, and at
another that it is not? When people are so confused about this or that matter, can you say they
are teachers in any proper sense of the word?

Men.
No, indeed, I cannot.
Soc.

Well, if neither the sophists nor the men who are themselves good and honorable are teachers
of the subject, clearly no others can be?

Men.

I agree.
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[96¢]

Soc.

And if there are no teachers, there can be no disciples either?
Men.

I think that statement is true.

Soc.

And we have admitted that a thing of which there are neither teachers nor disciples cannot be
taught?

Men.

We have.

Soc.

So nowhere are any teachers of virtue to be found?
Men.

That is so.

Soc.

And if no teachers, then no disciples?
Men.

So it appears.

Soc.

Hence virtue cannot be taught?

[96d]

Men.

It seems likely, if our investigation is correct. And that makes me wonder, I must say, Socrates,
whether perhaps there are no good men at all, or by what possible sort of process good people
can come to exist?

Soc.

I fear, Meno, you and I are but poor creatures, and Gorgias has been as faulty an educator of
you as Prodicus of me. So our first duty is to look to ourselves, and try to find somebody who will
have some means or other of making us better. [96e] I say this with special reference to our
recent inquiry, in which I see that we absurdly failed to note that it is not only through the
guidance of knowledge that human conduct is right and good; and it is probably owing to this
that we fail to perceive by what means good men can be produced.

Men.
To what are you alluding, Socrates?
Soc.

I mean that good men must be useful: we were right, were we not, in admitting that [97a] this
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must needs be so?
Men.

Yes.

Soc.

And in thinking that they will be useful if they give us right guidance in conduct: here also, I
suppose, our admission was correct?

Men.
Yes.
Soc.

But our assertion that it is impossible to give right guidance unless one has knowledge looks
very like a mistake.

Men.
What do you mean by that?
Soc.

I will tell you. If a man knew the way to Larisa, or any other place you please, and walked there
and led others, would he not give right and good guidance?

Men.
Certainly.
[97b]
Soc.

Well, and a person who had a right opinion as to which was the way, but had never been there
and did not really know, might give right guidance, might he not?

Men.
Certainly.
Soc.

And so long, I presume, as he has right opinion about that which the other man really knows, he
will be just as good a guide—if he thinks the truth instead of knowing it—as the man who has
the knowledge.

Men.
Just as good.
Soc.

Hence true opinion is as good a guide to rightness of action as knowledge; and this is a point we
omitted just now in our consideration of the nature of virtue, [97c] when we stated that
knowledge is the only guide of right action; whereas we find there is also true opinion.

Men.

So it seems.
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Soc.
Then right opinion is just as useful as knowledge.
Men.

With this difference, Socrates, that he who has knowledge will always hit on the right way,
whereas he who has right opinion will sometimes do so, but sometimes not.

Soc.

How do you mean? Will not he who always has right opinion be always right, so long as he
opines rightly?

Men.

It appears to me that he must; and therefore I wonder, Socrates, [97d] this being the case, that
knowledge should ever be more prized than right opinion, and why they should be two distinct
and separate things.

Soc.

Well, do you know why it is that you wonder, or shall I tell you?
Men.

Please tell me.

Soc.

It is because you have not observed with attention the images of Daedalus. But perhaps there
are none in your country.

Men.
What is the point of your remark?
Soc.

That if they are not fastened up they play truant and run away; but, if fastened, they stay where
they are.

[97€]

Men.

Well, what of that?
Soc.

To possess one of his works which is let loose does not count for much in value; it will not stay
with you any more than a runaway slave: but when fastened up it is worth a great deal, for his
productions are very fine things And to what am I referring in all this? To true opinion. For these,
so long as they stay with us, are a fine possession, [98a] and effect all that is good; but they do
not care to stay for long, and run away out of the human soul, and thus are of no great value
until one makes them fast with causal reasoning. And this process, friend Meno, is recollection,
as in our previous talk we have agreed. But when once they are fastened, in the first place they
turn into knowledge, and in the second, are abiding. And this is why knowledge is more prized
than right opinion: the one transcends the other by its trammels.
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Men.

Upon my word, Socrates, it seems to be very much as you say.
[98b]

Soc.

And indeed I too speak as one who does not know but only conjectures: yet that there is a
difference between right opinion and knowledge is not at all a conjecture with me but
something I would particularly assert that I knew: there are not many things of which I would
say that, but this one, at any rate, I will include among those that I know.

Men.
Yes, and you are right, Socrates, in so saying.
Soc.

Well, then, am I not right also in saying that true opinion leading the way renders the effect of
each action as good as knowledge does?

Men.

There again, Socrates, I think you speak the truth.
[98c]

Soc.

So that right opinion will be no whit inferior to knowledge in worth or usefulness as regards our
actions, nor will the man who has right opinion be inferior to him who has knowledge.

Men.

That is so.

Soc.

And you know that the good man has been admitted by us to be useful.
Men.

Yes.

Soc.

Since then it is not only because of knowledge that men will be good and useful to their country,
where such men are to be found, but also on account of right opinion; and since neither of these
two things—knowledge [98d] and true opinion—is a natural property of mankind, being
acquired—or do you think that either of them is natural?

Men.

Not L.

Soc.

Then if they are not natural, good people cannot be good by nature either.
Men.

Of course not.
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Soc.

And since they are not an effect of nature, we next considered whether virtue can be taught.
Men.

Yes.

Soc.

And we thought it teachable if virtue is wisdom?
Men.

Yes.

Soc.

And if teachable, it must be wisdom?

Men.

Certainly.

Soc.

And if there were teachers, it could be taught, [98e] but if there were none, it could not?
Men.

Quite so.

Soc.

But surely we acknowledged that it had no teachers?
Men.

That is true.

Soc.

Then we acknowledged it neither was taught nor was wisdom?
Men.

Certainly.

Soc.

But yet we admitted it was a good?

Men.

Yes.

Soc.

And that which guides rightly is useful and good?
Men.

Certainly.

Soc.

And that there are only two things— [99a] true opinion and knowledge—that guide rightly and a
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man guides rightly if he have these; for things that come about by chance do not occur through
human guidance; but where a man is a guide to what is right we find these two things—true
opinion and knowledge.

Men.

I agree.

Soc.

Well now, since virtue is not taught, we no longer take it to be knowledge?
Men.

Apparently not.

[99b]

Soc.

So of two good and useful things one has been rejected: knowledge cannot be our guide in
political conduct.

Men.
I think not.
Soc.

Therefore it was not by any wisdom, nor because they were wise, that the sort of men we spoke
of controlled their states—Themistocles and the rest of them, to whom our friend Anytus was
referring a moment ago. For this reason it was that they were unable to make others like unto
themselves—because their qualities were not an effect of knowledge.

Men.
The case is probably as you say, Socrates.
Soc.

And if not by knowledge, as the only alternative it must have been by good opinion. [99¢] This is
the means which statesmen employ for their direction of states, and they have nothing more to
do with wisdom than soothsayers and diviners; for these people utter many a true thing when
inspired, but have no knowledge of anything they say.

Men.
I daresay that is so.
Soc.

And may we, Meno, rightly call those men divine who, having no understanding, yet succeed in
many a great deed and word?

Men.
Certainly.
Soc.

Then we shall be right in calling those divine of whom [99d] we spoke just now as soothsayers
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and prophets and all of the poetic turn; and especially we can say of the statesmen that they are
divine and enraptured, as being inspired and possessed of God when they succeed in speaking
many great things, while knowing nought of what they say.

Men.
Certainly.
Soc.

And the women too, I presume, Meno, call good men divine; and the Spartans, when they
eulogize a good man, say—He is a divine person.

[99€]
Men.

And to all appearance, Socrates, they are right; though perhaps our friend Anytus may be
annoyed at your statement.

Soc.

For my part, I care not. As for him, Meno, we will converse with him some other time. At the
moment, if through all this discussion our queries and statements have been correct, virtue is
found to be neither natural nor taught, but is imparted to us by a divine dispensation without
understanding in those who receive it, [100a] unless there should be somebody among the
statesmen capable of making a statesman of another. And if there should be any such, he might
fairly be said to be among the living what Homer says Teiresias was among the dead—He alone
has comprehension; the rest are flitting shades. In the same way he on earth, in respect of
virtue, will be a real substance among shadows.

[100b]

Men.

I think you put it excellently, Socrates.
Soc.

Then the result of our reasoning, Meno, is found to be that virtue comes to us by a divine
dispensation, when it does come. But the certainty of this we shall only know when, before
asking in what way virtue comes to mankind, we set about inquiring what virtue is, in and by
itself. It is time now for me to go my way, but do you persuade our friend Anytus of that whereof
you are now yourself persuaded, so as [100c] to put him in a gentler mood; for if you can
persuade him, you will do a good turn to the people of Athens also.

76



