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Greek original

[973a] KA. Tipd¢ pév TO THG 6poloyiag fkopev Emavteg dpO®C, M Eéve, TPELC BVTEG, &ym Kal oU Kal
Meyl\\og 66, TO THG Ppovroewg €mokepopevol Tivl Tote Xph AOoyw O&le€eNBely, 6 ThHv
avBpwrttivnu &&wv papgv, dtav Stavonbf), KANOT Exewv TOLElV TIPOG Ppovnowv donv Suvatov
avBpwTw oxelv. Ta pév [973b] vap aN\a, ¢ dapev, dmavta SieEANBopsv doa AV TiEPL VoUWV
BeoLv: 0 6¢ pEyLotov elpelv Te Kal elmely, Tl ote pabwv Bvntog dvbpwtog codog av €in, tolto
o0te elmopev o0te nUpopev, viv Te TElpwpeBa ToUTto N KataAmelv: oxedov yap Aateheg Gv
nipagatpev o0 xapLv ATavTeg WPHACAUEY, WC Gavepd TIOLOOVTEC £E ApYAG HEXPL TENOUC.

AB. @ pile Khewia, KAAGC pEv Aéyelg, &ToTov PV dkoloecBai o Adyov olpal, Kai Tva TpdToV
o0k atorov al. [973c] TToA\oL yap 8F) TTPOOTUYEIC TG Biw yiyvouevol TOV alTtdv Adyov pépouaty,
WG OUK £oTal pakdpLlov o TV AvBpwTiwv yevog o0E' ebdatpov. Erou &M kal ouvide &v ool Sok®
KAYQ HET abT®V KAAGC ToD ToloUTou TéPL Aéyely. o0 dnut elval Suvatdv AvBpwTIoLg HakapioLg
Te Kal evdaipootv yeveaBal ARV OAlywv— pexpurtep v {Ouev tolto Stopidopat: kahh 6& EATG
TEAEUTAOAVTL TUXETV AmAvTwv Qv &vekd TG TpoBupolt av IV Te WG KAAWT &v v Katd
Suvapwy kal teheutnoag teleutiic [973d] tolautng Ttuxelv—Agyw & oudév coddv, AN\ Otep
amavteg "ENANVEG Te Kal BApBapol YLyVWOKOUEV Tva TPOTIoV, WG €§ apxfg TO yeveaBal YaAeTIOV
aravtt {Ww: TIPRTOV P&V TO HETACXEV THC TOV KUoUMEVWY EEswC, EMelt’ a To yiyveoBal, kai Tt
TO tpedeobal kal matdeveaBal, SLa Ovwy pupiwy [974a] talta yilyveobal cupmavta, O¢ apev
dmavtec.

AO. Kal xpovog Bpaxug av Tig €ln TipoOg AOYLOPOV ur) ToL TV poxdnpiv, alN' 6 Ttdg v LTToAGBoL
HETPLOV. 0UTOC 88 oXe80V Avatvoiv SoKel TIOLETY Twva Katd péoov T Blov tov AvBpwTivov: Taxy
y€ Hhv €mAaBov yfipag ovtvolv oloel’ av Aot €BeAfoat TtdAwy avapivat, AoyLoApeEVOV TOV
BePflwpevov €aut® Blov, doTLg ph Tuyxavel TTaldIkig §0ENG HeOTOC Wv. TOUTWV &N Tl TIOTE poL
TeKpnpLov; OtL tEdpukev tavtn TO vOv {ntoupevov [974b] T® Adyw. {ntodpev 6¢ 6f tiva tpotov
codol yevnoopeba, wg oliong Twog £kAotolg tavtng thg Suvapewg: n 8¢ duyh Ppevyel tote dtav
TG TIPOG Twva ¢povnowv in TV Aeyopevwy texVv f| dpovAcewy f Tvwv AWV TOLOUTWVY WG
olopeba emotnu®V, wg a&lag tovTwv oVSELAC oUoNG emtikAnowv pnbfval thg Tiepl tadta codiag
Tavbpwtiva, thg 6¢ Yuyfg opodpa memolbuiag kal pavtevopevng wg obong auth katd [974c]
Twa puoLy TadTng, Ti¢ 8¢ 0TIV Kal TTOTE Kal TG, o0 TIAvL Suvapévng EEupiokeLy. ap’ o TOUTW
oddé6pa mpoogory’ Ap@V f Tiept codilav amopla kat {Atnolg, TAsiwv Thg éATidog ékaotw
ylyvopuevn T@v 8oot €v AUV Suvatot yiyvovtal povipwg altolg dANoUG Te €EeTAoal CUNPWVWG
SLa AOywv TAvtwy Kat tavin Aeyopevwy; tadta ouy oUTtw i) TaUTn cUPPrCoUEY EXELY;

KA. cupdroopey & EATiSL oot Towe TalT, & Eéve, Th [974d] petd ool katd XpOvov &v yevopévn,
So€doal Tept avT@V gi¢ alOLg T dAnBéotatov.

AO©. tag aN\ag tolvuv doal gmotipal pev siowv Aeydueval, codpov 6& ouk damoteAhodow Tov
AapBavovtd te autag kat &yovta, Tp®@tov Siegltéoy, OwG Ttavtag Ekmodwv BEpevol, TElpwHEDa
gkeivag v 5eopeda tapabéaBal Te Kal TTapadépevol pavedvety.

TIPRTOV pPEV TOIVUV Qv TIPRTOV ST BuNT® yével, ISwpev [974€] W iol pév Avaykatdtatal oxesov
AANBMOC T TpGiTal, O §& EMOTANWY alT®V YiyvouevoC, £l Kal kat apyac #80Eév TI¢ gival ToTe
ooddg, olkouv Vv ye olTe cododg gival Soaletal [975a] 6veidn te (oxel udA\ov amod T
TOoLaUTNG ETILOTAUNG.

AO. €polpev 6N al T elolv kal 8tL g avihp auTtdg, oxedov dooLg aywv TIPOKeLTal Tol SOKEWV WG



dplotov &vdpa ocupPfivar yevopevov dav, ¢elyel Ld TAG KTAOELG TAG dpovAoEwg Te Kal
¢rtndevoewd. €0tw &N pWToV péEV N TAG AAAnAodayiag TV {Wwv APAG TV pév, wg O nbBoG
€0TLV, TO Tapdarav anootrjoaca, TwWv &¢ €ig Thv VOPLpov €dwdhv Kataothoaoa. hew &' AUV ol
TIp6oBev €(nNodv Te Kal eloiv—oltiveg pév [975b] yéap o0V éAéyopev, TIPRTOL YaLpéTwoav—F &' oV
AApitwV te Kal AAevpwv TolnoLg apa kat Tpodn Kahkh pev kat ayadr), codpov &6& avdpa TeAEw(
oUK €0eNfoeL TtotE amnepydcacBat tolto yap alto, N Tfg ToLoewg EMiKANCLG, TV TIOLOUUEVWV
aut®v duoyepelav amepydlolt’ av. oxedov & o0 ywpag cupmidong yewpyila: ol yap teExvn aAa
duoeL katd Beov Tavteg dawvopeba yiv petakexelpiobatl. kal phv o0’ f TV OlKACEWV ye
ouvudn Kal cupmaca oikodopia kat okeuv@v [975¢] TTAvVTwY ATIEPYAOTLKI), XaAKela Te Kal f TV
TEKTOVIKOV Kal TIANAOTIKWV Kal TIAEKTIKOV Kal €Tl CUUTIAVTWVY OpyAvwv TIapackeur|, SHUW TO
ipocdopov Exouoa, AN OUK €TT APETH AeyopEvVn. Kal phv o0’ i cupTIaca BNPEUTLKY, TIOAAY TiEP
Kal TEXVLKN yeyovula, TO ye HEYANOTIPETIEG OULV TG 00K OUK ATIOSISWAOLV. OU PRV 0USE HAVTLKA
VE 008’ EPUNVEUTLKE TO TIApATIav: TO AeyOHEVOV Yap OL8eV pdvov, £l &' AANBEC, 00K Epabev.

0te & THv TV avaykaiwv oplOuev KTAoW &La tEXVNG Mev [975d] amepyalopévny, Toutwy &&
oU&epiav ouvdéva codov Totoloav, To ye peta tolto maldtd tig av As(moLto, HLUNTIKA HEV TO
TIAelotov GAN' ouSauf omoudala. TIOANOTG pev yap opydvolg ppodvtat, ToANolg &' avt@v thv
OWUATWY 00 TIAVTIWG EUCYAMOOL ULMAMACLY, TA Te Katd Adyouq kal poloav méoav, kal dowv
ypadikn HATNP, TIOMGOV Kal Tavioiwv TIOWKIAPATWY ATIOTEAOUMEVWY €V TTIOAOTG Uypolg Kal
Enpolg yéveolv: Qv codpov o0SEva ei¢ o0SEV OTIOUSH TH MeyioTn SnuioupyodvTa f HLUNTIKA
mapexetal. [975¢€]

aviwyv &' é&elpyacpévwv To Aourtov Bonbela yiyvolt' Gv pupia pupiolg, f pév peyiotn te Kat €ig
TAeloTa TIOAEULKR KANBEToa, oTpatnyLkn TEXVN, EVSOKLUWTATN TIPOG Xpelay, evtuyiag TIAeloTNG
Seopgvn, pdAov &€ avépeia kata ¢uaotv i [976a] codla Sedopevn.

AO. Rv 8¢ kalolot pév latpikry, BorBsta &¢ Tou kal aitn oxeSov Bowv @pat PUYEL Kal Kavpatt
akaipw kat aot tolg towoutolg Anidovtat thv TV {Wwwv GUCLY. ELEOKLMOV &€ 0UEEV TOUTWV ELG
ocodiav thv dAnbeotdtnv: duetpa yap 60&alg dpopeltal tomaldpeva. Bonboug &€ Tou kal Toug
KuBepvAtag dpa kat toug vauvtag €poldpev, kal toutwv G&udpa codov pndeva TG HUAG
mapapuBolpevog €€ amdvtwy StayyeA\ETw: ov yap av €idein tig mvevpatog 6pynv [976b] oude
dW\iav, 0 TpoodAEg amaon KuPepvnNTLKD. Kal phv ovd' omodool Bonbot Sikalg év th tol Aeyewv
pwpn daot yiyveoBal, pvAun kat Tph 66&ng fBeowv poogyovteg tov volv, ainbeiag &6& TV
Ovtwg Sikaiwv Ektodg apeadalpévol.

Aourtny & €Tl ipog S6&av codiag €otiv TIg dtomog Suvaulg, v ¢uotv av ol oMol pdANAov i
codlav dvopdoelav, tote d6tav twa TG cuvwof padiwg pév dtumep dv pavavn pavbdvovta,
[976c] pAAa &€ TIOANG Kal AoPaA®D¢ pvnuoveLovta, dTav Te TO TPOoHOPOV EKACTW Stapvnpuoveln
TLG, OTL yLyvopuevov av TipeTtoL, To0To 6¢ tayL 6pd- tadta yap dmavta ol pev puowy, ol 6¢ codliay,
ol 6¢ ayylvolav Bnooucwy Puoewg codov 6& dvtwg o0devl TOUTWV 0USEL] TV EUdpOVwY
€0 0L TIOTE KAAETV.

AA\Q pRv 8€l davijval ye tva Ermotnunv fv Exwv codog yiyvolt av 6 0odpog dvtwg Wv Kal i
povov 60&alopevog. (Swpev 6. xalem® pev yap AOyw Ttavtdnactv [976d] muyelpolpev, £TEpav
Tapeg tv eipnpevwy e0pely, | codla pev Aéyolt Gv dvtwg te Kal €ikotwg, 6 &¢ AaPwv olte
Bavavoog oUT AHAiBlog £otal, codog 6¢ kal dyaBog S authv ToATNG Te Kal apywv Kat
ApYOUEVOC EVSiKwG Eotal TIOAew Apa Kal EUPENG. kKatidwuev 6 tavtnv TpWTny, Tig ot €K THG
avBpwrtivng Puoswg EérotAun pia SeEeNBoloa A pn mapayevouévn twWv viv TIapouc®Ov
avontotatov Av Kat appoveotatov tapdoyoLto (Hov To TV avBpwTiwv. ou &N [976€] ToDTo ve



TIAVU XAAETIOV TO KaATLSEV. pia yap wg elmelv mpog piav n tov aplbuov dodoa mavti T® Bvnt®
yével To0T av §pdoetev: Beov &' alTov pdAov i tva tuxnv fyodpat Sévta NP owlewv HUAG.

AO. v 6¢ Bgdv Ayolpal, dpalewv xpn, kaimep &tomov 8vta, Kai TTw¢ oK Atotov ad: TR yap Tt
[977a] ayaBlv aitiov APV cupmaviwv ol Kal tol ToAU peyiotou, thHG dpovAcewg, aitiov
fyetoBal Sl yeyovéval, tiva 8f kal oepvivwy TToTE Aéyw Bedv, 0 MEVINNE Te kal K\ewia; oyxeSov
OUpavoy, Ov kal Sitkatotatov, W cupmavteg AAAoL daipoveg dua kal Bgol, Tiuav te kal edyeobal
Stadepoviwg avt®. to 6¢ Kal TV GNwv aitiov dyadb®v Ttavtwy AUV autov yeyoveval TIAVTEG av
OpoAoyoipev: Sodval &¢ dupa kat aplBpov NUELG ye dvtwg autov dapey, £tL &€ kal dwoely, €av
[977b] T BEAN cuvakoAouBelv. €av yap n g mt Bewpiav 6pBHV thv TolSE, €ite KOOUOV glte
OAupTtov €ite oLpavov €v NSOVH Tw AEyeLy, AeyETw HeV, AkoAouBeitw 6& AT TTOKIAM WY alTov Kal
A &v aUT® otpeédwv dotpa acag Sle§ddoug Wpag te Kal Tpodhv MAcLv TapExeTal. Kal Tth
&NV 8¢ olv dppdvnoy, w¢ daipev Ev, oLV apBPG Tavti, kal TEAN ayabd: todto 68 péyLoTov,
€AV TLG THV apLlBu®v avtod ooy de€apevog eme&eNdn tdioav thy Tieplodov.

EtL 8¢ OoMKpOV EmaveNBOVTEG TwC TOlG Adyolg avapvnodopev [977c¢] Ot Kal AN 6pBQg
gvonoapev wg, lrep ApLBuoOV €k TG avBpwrtiivng Puoewg e§AoLpey, oUK Av TIOTE TL GpOVLUOL
yevoipeba. ov yap av &tL ote Yuyn tovtou Tol {Wwou Tdoav apethv AaBoL oxedov, OTou Aoyog
amnein: {@ov &€ OTL pn yLyvwokol Vo kat tpia unde meptttov unde dptiov, ayvool &¢ to apdrmnav
&plBudy, ok &v Tote S186val Adyov Exol Tepl v aioBAoelg kal pvApag Eyol pévov €in
KeEKTNMEVoY, thv [977d] && &ANANV apetrv, avépeiav kal cwdpoolvny, oUSEV ATTOKWAUEL.
otepoOpevog 6& aAnBolg Adyou codog ouk v Ttote yevolto, 8tw &€ codia pn mpooein, Taong
APETHG TO HEYLOTOV UEPOG, OUK GV ETL TEAEWG AyaBOg yevouevog eUSalpwY TIOTE yévoLto. oUTwG
apLOuoV pév avaykn ndoa UTotiBeoBat: S1otL ¢ tolto avdykn, Adyog Tt TIAElwV TTAVTWV yiyvolt'
av TV gipnuévwv. AN\a kat 6 viv 0pB®¢g pnbrioetal, 6Tl Kat Ta TV AMNwvV TeEXVOV Aeyopeva, a
vuvsh SthNBopev EOVTEC slvat Ttdoag Tag [977e] Téxvag, ovdE TouTwy &V 008EV pével, TTdvta &
amoAeimetal to aparnav, dtav ApLOUNTLKAV TLG AVET.

AOG.

806&ele & v lowg T BpayEwv Eveka aplBuod 6€loBal 1O TV AvBpwTwV yEvog, €l TG TEXVAG
amopAépac—kaitol péya pév kal todto—ei 8¢ i iSol To Bslov T yevéoewg Kal T® Bvntov, &v ®
Kal TO Beooefeg ywwplobnoetal kat 0 aplbpog [978a] dvtwg, ouk Gv £t mag Av Tig yvoin
ovpravta aptBuov dong AUV Suvdpewg aitiog av €ln oUyyLYVOHEVOG—ETIEL Kal TG Katd
HOUOLKNV TIdoav SLaplOpoupEvwY Kvoewg Te Katl ¢pBdyywv SfAov 8Tl Sel—Kal TO pEYLaTOVY,
ayad®v MG TTavtwy aitiov, 8Tl 82 kakGV o0SEVAC, €0 TOUTO YWWwaoTéov, & Kal TaXa yévoLT &v. GAN
N oxe&0V AAOYLOTOC TE Kal ATAKTOC AoXNMWV TE Kal appubpog avappootog te dopd, kal ave’
omoéoa kakoD [978b] kekowwvnkeév Twog, ETAEAeLTTTAL TTAVTOC AplBpod, kal &€l tolo' oltw
StavoegioBal Tov péNovta evdaipova TeAeUTroewy: Kal To ye 6 Slkalov te kal ayadbov kal Kahov
Kal Ttavta ta toladta oudeig TToTeE PR YIYyVWOKwY, aAnBol¢ 60&n¢ émhaBopevog, Staplburoetal
TIPOG TO €aUTOV TE Kal £Tepov Tieloat TO Tapartav.

lwpev 6N okepopevol PO tolT avutod, TG pabopev AplBuelv. depe: TO yap &v 6N kal duo
yéyove T60ev fUiv [978c] woT évvofjoal, duoLv Tavtnv £xouoL €k Tol TTavtog TIPO¢ TO Suvatoug
gWOETV glval; TIOANOTG §& dA\oLg ad TtV {Wwv 008’ gi¢ autd tole' i dpuoLg TTapayéyovey, KOTe
HaBelv Suvatoig sivat Ttapd tod Tatpdg ApLBely, TTapd &' AUIV ToUT altd TPGTOV EVWKLOEV O
BedC, (oTe ikavoig elval SelkvOpEVOV GUWVOELY, EMelt £8eifev kal Seikvuoty: GV T kANLoV &v
€vOC Av TIC Bedoatto TRV TO THG AUEPAg VEVOE, €ita i¢ TO TAG VUKTOC #ABot pEpPog Exwv YLy,
00¢v Etepov Tav avt® [978d] daivolt’ &v; kal EAittwv &n tadta avta dtav ph ravntat TIOAAAG



MEV vUKTag, TIOANAG &€ nuEpag ag olpavag, ovdemote avetal SI6Aokwv avBpwTioug v Te Kat
800, Tplv Av kal 6 ducpabéotatog ikavwg pAdn aplBuelv: wg yap kal tpia kat téttapa kat
TIONAQ, £€KaoTog APV ETvor|oeLey av 0p@v Tadta. Kal €K ToUTwV v €moinaoev Thv oeAAvnv 0 Bg0¢
ATEPYAOAPEVOC, 1) TOTE pEV peilwv dawvopevn, tote & eNdttwy, SLeEfABev [978e] AAANV del
daivouoa nueEpav, péxpL Tievtekaideka NUEPQV Kal VUKT®V- adtn & ot Teplodog, €l PouAetal
TLG TOV KUKAOV Eva OMov €ig Ev TIBeval, OTe wq £mog elelv Kal to Suopabeotatov av pabelv
{Gov, ol¢ tapéSwkev dpuoLy 6 Bedg Tod Suvatolg eival pavBdvely.

AO. Kal pEXPL pEV TOUTWV TE Kat €v toutolg cupmav to duvatov TV (Wwv Hala ApLtBunTKOV
[979a] yeyove, TO Kab' Ev alTO okottodv: TO &€ TipdG AAANAa Ttdvta aplBuov ast Aoyideobat, Sok®
pEv peidovog Eveka, kal toutou && oelnvny, kabdarmep elmopev, av&avopevnv kat ¢Bivouoav
gumolnoag, pfvag pog TOV €viautdv oUVECTAOATO, Kal TTavta aplBpov mpodg apBuov fpgato
ouvopdv ebdaipovt Toxn. Sla 8& Tal® AWV kapTol Te Kal &ykouwv f Vi yéyovey, OoT elvat
Tpodnv Tdot Tolg {WOoLg, AVEPWV TE Kal VETWV YLYyVOUEVWVY OUK £EaLoiwv oUSE aueTpwv: AAN €l TL
[979b] tapa tadta yiyvetal pog to pAadpov, o thv Belav ANAG THv avBpwTtivny aittdobal xph
$UoL, 00K &v Sikn Stavépouoav tov altév Blov. A & olv Intodoly Tept VoUWV oxeSdV ES0ev
T8 piv AN\ Pasdla T eivat yvivat ta BéAtiota avBpwriolg, kal TG &v ikavog yiyveoBal kal
ouvelval Tt Aeyopeva kat ToLely, €l yvoin Tl ot €otv 0 ocupdEpeLy €ikOG Kal T TO P cupdEpov:
£50&e & Kkal vOv Tt Sokel Té [979¢] pév 8N\a émtnSevpata avra ol odpdSpa Xahemd givat, TO
8¢ tiva TpdToV ¥ph viyvesBal xpnotolc avepwToug TtayXAAeTov. kal Té pév 8M\a ald mévta
KTtdoBatL xpnotd, TO AeyOpEVOV TE, Kal Suvatov Kal oU YaAeTov, ovoiav te donv 6¢€l Kal pn &¢t,
Kal o®pa oldv Te SeT Kal pf: kal Puxhyv 8Tt pév ayadhyv 8el, ocuyxwpel Td¢ avti, T® & dvtva
TpoTIoV Ayadry, 8Tl uiv ad Sikaiav kal cwdpova kal avspeiav, kal tadta, &ttt 62 codrv, dnol
pev g Selv, Avtva 6¢ codlav, wg aptl [979d] SteAnAuBapev, oudelg ouSevi TO apamav &tt
OUVOHOAOYET TGV TIOMGV. viv odv 8 Tapd Tdocag Ttag TpooBev codiag o0 ¢avAnv Twa
aveupiokopev €i¢ altd ye tadta, t© Sokelv coddv eval TOV ye pepadnkota Emep Kkal
SLeEANAUBapev: €l &' EoTv 00dO¢ 6 TaldT EmoTAwY Kal ayadog, toutou & EpL Adyov SeT AaBelv.

KA. G E€ve, (¢ EIKOTWC ELTTEC BTL TIEPL PEYEAWY PEYAAa ETILYELPETC Pppalewv. [979€]

AO. o0 yap outkpd, ® KAswia: T & xalemwtepov, STL TTavVTATIact Kal Tavtwg aAnen.
KA. 0d68pa ve, @ Eéver AN BuwC pi ATTokApNS Aéywv & dAC.

AO. vai, und¢ odpw toilvuv AKoUOVTE.

KA. Taldt €otal kat OTEp audolv éyw ool ppalw.

[980a] AO. kaA®G. €& apxfc &h pnteov avaykn mpltov, wg daivetal, pdAota pév Av, €l
SuvdpeBa évi AaPelv dvéuatt, TG éotwv fjv oidueba codiav eival, tolto & &l 0pdSpa
aduvatolpev, TO deutepov, Tiveg elolv Tote kal 6mooal Tweg, ag T AaBwv codog av gin kata
TOV NpETtepov pbbov.

KA. AéyoLcg Gv.

AO. T0 &N peta tolto Avepeontov TQ) VOPOBETN TO KANLOV TV TIPOTEPOV ElpnUeEVWY TIEPL BEQV
Kal AuEWVOV ATELKAZOVTL AEVELY, 0lov TTALSLE KaAR] XpPWHEVW Kal TLp@vtL [980b] Beoug, Dpvolg te
Kat evdatpovia yepaipovtt Stayewv tov avtod Bilov.

KA. A KOA®DG, @ Eéve, Aéyelc. €l yap ool todto Téhog €in TV vopwv, Beolg TpooTaicavtl
kaBapwtepov 6¢ Stayayovtt tov Blov Thg dpa teAeuthg aplotng te kal KaAoTNG TUXETV.



AB. &G 0lv, B KAswia, Aéyopev; A Sokel ToUC B=oU¢ DpVolvTeg ohdSPa TIUMHEY, EUXOHEVOL T
KAA\LoTa Kat éplota Tept alt@v Emtevat Aeyewv AULV; o0Tw i) TIOG AEVELS;

[980c] KA. Baupact®g pév obv oUTwG. AN, @ Satpdvie, TiLoTevoag Tolg Beoil eUou Te Kal Aéye
TOV €mLévTa 0oL AOyov TV KaA®v Tepl Toug BeoU¢ Te Kal tag Bedg.

AO. €otal tadta, Gv avtog 6 Be0¢ AUV UPnyfTaL. cuvelyou PHovov.
KA. Aéyolg Gv To peta tolto.

A®. Beoyoviav toivuv kat {woyoviav avaykalov, wg £0LKEV, TIPWTOV HOL, KAKWG ATIELKACAVIWV
TOV EumpoaBev, BEATLOV ATtelkAoal Kata tov Eumnpoaoabev Aoyov, avahaBovta [980d] dv Tipog Toug
aoePelg emkexeipnka Aeywv, ¢palwv wg elolv Beol ETLHEAOUMEVOL TIAVTWY, OMLKPQV Kal
HeLZOVwY, Kal oxeSov amapapvenTol T®v Tept Té Sikald giotv pdypata— i 8 péuvnodé ye,
K\ewia: EN&Bete pév yap 8f kal UTtopvApata—kal yap Av T pnéévta téte Kal pdha dAndf- téde
8& alTGV AV TO péylotov, 8Tl TipecBUTEPOV €l Puyh cwuatog dnaca mavtdc—apa pépvnobe; f
TIAVTWG TIou ToUTO yg; —O yap Apelvov Kal TtaAalotepov Kal Beoeldeatepoy, [980e] Tibavov dtL
ToU VEOU Kal VEWTEPOU Kal ATLpoTEPOU, Ttavtayf te dpxov apyxouevou TipecButepov Kat Gyov
ayopevou tiaven. Aapwpev & to0to ve, wg Yuxh TipeofUTEPOV E0TL CWUATOC,.

[981a] AO. €l &' ExelL To0To 0UTWC, TO yE TIPpWTOV NIV TOoD TPWTOU THG yeVECEWG TILBavwTEPOV Qv
€ln oxedov UTnpyuevov: kat Bouev &N thv apxnv TG apxfg eLoYNUOVEDSTEPOV EXELY, KAl TWV
peylotwv codlag epl Be®v yeveoewg 6pBoTata mPaivetv HUAG.

KA. £éotw talta i SUvapLy Aeyopeva.

AO©. dpepe &, {DOV ye aAnBéotata AéyecBal kata ¢uov ¢Ouev toltod ve, dtav pia cuvehbolioa
ovotaolg Yuyfg Kal owpatog arotekn piav popdnv;

KA. 0pBGC. [981b]
AO©. {®ov pev 6N To Tololtov Kaleltal Stkatdtata;
KA. val.

AB. otepedl 62 owpata AéyeaBal xph Katd TOv €ikdTa Adyov TIEVTE, £€ (v KAALOTa Kal 8pLoTd TLG
av Adttol, To 6& dAo yevog amav £xel popdnv piav: ov ydap €otv acwpatov OtL T Ao yiyvolt
av kat xpwpa o0dEV oUSaP®G OVSETOT €xov, TIANV TO Beldtatov dviwg Yuxfig yevog. todto &
¢0TL OXE6OV () MOVW TIAATTEWV Kal SnuLoupyslv Tpoofkel, [981c] cwpatt &4, O Aéyopev,
TAattecBal kat yiyveoBal kat 6pacBat t@ Sé—Aeywpev TIAALY: ov yap amag pnreov—aopatw Te
€lval Kal YLyVWOKOVTL voNnT® T€, HVAMNG METAAABOVTL Aoylopod Te &v TepLTTaic Te kal aptialg
&pa peTaBoAalc. TTEVTE o0V BVTWVY TMV cwpATwy, TIlp XphH Ppavat kal D8wp lval kal Tpitov aépa,
Tetaptov &6¢ yhv, TEumTov 6¢ aibepa, toutwv & €v fyepovialg Ekactov @OV TIOAU Kal
navrodamnodv anoteheioBat. pabelv 62 kKad' &v &' oty ypewv. yAwvov [981d] pév TIOGOUEY TO
p@TOoV AUV &v, Ttdvtag pev avBpwTtoug, tavta &¢ doa oAuTtoda kat amoda, kat doa TopevoLpa
Kat 6oa povipa, Stetknupeva pidatg to &€ v altod tode vouidewv Sel, wg Ttavta pev £§ anmaviwv
TalT €otv TV yev@y, TO &¢ TIOAU TouTou Vijg €0tV Kal TG otepepviag puoswd. a0 6¢ xph
{wou yevog Belvat Seutepov yLyvopevov dua kat Suvatov opdobat to yap TAloTtov TupOg EXEL,
gxeL uNv yig [981e] te kal agpog, Exel 6¢ kal amdavtwy TV ANwv Bpayea pepn, 610 6N LA Te €§
aut®v Ttavrtodarna yiyveobal xph davat kat opwpeva, vopioatl &€ & ST ALY Ta Kat' oupavov
{wwv yevn, 0 &N dv xph davat Belov yevog AOTpwv yeyoveval, CWHATOG HEV TUXOV KAAAioTOU,
Yuxfc & ebdalpoveotatng te kat apiotng. Suolv && autolg polplv Thv £tépav xph 608N



ueTadLdoval oxesov: 1) yap avwAeBpov Te kal dBdvatov [982a] Ekactov avt@v slval Kal Bslov T
napdnav £€ andong avaykng, i Tva pakpaiwva Blov Exewv ikavov ékdotw Lwhg, g o008V T
TAelovog v ipoodelobal Tote.

AOG.

VOfowHEV o0V Tip&Tov, 6 Aéyopey, SUo ta toladta givat {Ha—TEA yap Aéywpev—opatd pév
apdotepa, TO pEV €K TIUPOG, WG S0&eLev Av, BAov, TO & €K Yijg, Kal TO pev yrwov v atagiq, to &
&K TIUPOG &v TAEEL TIAON KWWOUHEVOV. TO HEV oDV v atakia Kwoluevov adppov Xph Vopilewy, 8mep
wW¢ TO [982b] oAU 6pd TO TEpl APAC {Wov, TO &6¢ €v TAEEL Te Kal olpavy TIOPOV EXOV HeEya
TeKpAPLOV xph TIoLeloBat Told Pppdvipov ival katd TavTtd yap &v Kal WoadTtwe TTopeudUEVoY Al
Kal Tololv Kal Taoyov tekurplov ikavov tol ¢povipwg (fjv €in mapexopevov. n Yuxig &&
avdykn volv Kektnueévng amac®v Avayk®v ToAL peyiotn yiyvolt dv—dapyouoca yap aAN ouk
APYOMEVN VOUOBEeTEl—TO 6¢ dpetdotpodov, dtav Yuyxn to [982c] Gplotov Katd TOV ApLoTov
Bouheuontat volv, TO teéAeov ékPBaivel T@ dvtl katd voly, kal o06E adaupag av autod Kpelttov
o06¢ auetactpodwTEPOV AV TIOTE YEvoLTo, AAN OvTwg TPElg Molpal katéxouoat GpUAATTOUOL
Té\eov elval tO Pehtiotn Poullj BePoulsupévov Ekdotol Be(v. TOlC && AvBpwTIog &XpRHV
TeKpApLov glvat tod vodv £xelv BoTpa Te Kai ouumacay Tadtny thy slamopeiav, 8Tl T& avtd Al
pattel Sta O PBefouleupéva TIAAAL TipAttely Baupaoctov twva xpovov [982d] doov, AN\ oU
peTapouleudpevov Gvw Kal KATw, TOTE pev Etepa, AAote &€ BA\a Tipdttov, havdoBal te kat
METAKUKAELoBaL. tolB AUV Tolg TTOANOTG avtd toluvavtiov £60&ev, OTL TG alTd Kal WoauTwg
mipdttel, Puyxnv ouk Exewv: o0Tw tolg Adpoot cuvedeotieTo TO TARBOG, WG TO pev AvBpwTIiLVOV
Eudpov kal v wg Kwoupevov UTIoAaBely, TO &€ Belov ddpov wg pevov év talg avtaig dopaig:
€&V 6& avBpwTw ye &L [982€] Ta KaAiw Kal BeAtiw kal ¢ila tibepeévw Aappdvelv wg Sta todto
autd Eudpov ST vopilev TO Katd Tavtd Kal WoalTwe Kai St tavtd mpdttov dsl, Todto & sivat
THv TV Aotpwv duaLy, (6€lv pév KalNiotny, opeiav &€ kal xopeiav TAviwy xYop®v KaAMiotnv
Kal peyaoTtipeneatdtny yopeuovta Taot Tolg (Mot TO SE0V ATIOTEAEV.

AO. kalt phv OtL ye Swkaiwg [983a] &uuyxa avtd Afyopev, TPOTOV TO HeyeBog alT®v
SdtavonB@pev. ov yap, wg opkpa davtadetat, tnAtkadta Gviwg €otiv, AN duprxavov £kaotov
auT®v tov dykov—Ttuiotedoal & a&§lov- anodei&eowv yap ikavaig Aappdavetat—rtov yap fAtov 6Aov
T YAG OANG pellw StavonBijval Suvatov 6pbhg, kal mavta &n ta depopeva dotpa Bavpaoctov
TL peyeBog Exel. AABwpev &N Tig TpoTog Av €in tocoltov TepLdEpeLly dykov Tva Gpuacty Tov altov
ael ypovov, 6oov kal viv mepidpépetal. [983b] Bedv & dnuL OV aitiov €oeoBal, kat olTmod’
ETépwC elvat Suvatdv: Euuyov pév yap olTote vévolt &v £tépa TARV Sta Bgdv, WG AUELC
anepnvapeda. 6te 6& ToUTo 016C Té 0Ty Bed¢, &maca alt@ PACTWVN VEéyovey ToD TPGHTOV HEV
{Gov yeyovéval Tl o@ua Kal dykov cupmavta, £melta, Arep &v Stavondf BéAtiota, taltn
bEpewv. viv 8N Tepl AmaAvtwy touTtwv &va AOyov Agéyoiuev aAndf- ouk &otwv yhv te kal [983c]
olpavov damavtdg te aotepag Oykoug TE €K ToUTwv ouvupmavtag, MR Yuxfg Tpog EkAotw
VeEVopEVNG A Kal &v ékdoTolg, £ita €l akpifelav kat' viautdv olTw Topelecdal katd pfvAg te
Kal ApEpag, kal ouumavta td ylyvopeva cuumacty NPiv ayaba yiyveoBal.

Sl 8¢, 6ow PAaupodTEPOY €0T AvBpwTIOg, UA Tol Anpolvtd ve, cad®g &€ tL Aéyovta daiveabal.
pUHag piv olv €l TI¢ ailtiag Tvag £pel cwudtwy A GUCELC A TL ToloTTov, 0USEV cadic Epel- TO 6¢
map’ U@V eipnuévov [983d] odpdSp’ avalaBelv xpr), Totepov Exel Adyov O AOyOG ) TTAVIWG
UOTePET, TO TPGATOV pév Ta dvta €ival 0o, TO pév Puyny, TO & oA, Kal TIOAA EKATEPOu,
avta 8¢ AANAWV AN\a Kal Ekatepa Ekatepwy, Kal Tpitov GANo o06Ev KooV o06evi, StadEpely
&€ Puxhv owpatog. Eudpov pév tou, to &¢ ddpov Brioopev, Gpyov 8¢, TO &€ apyOpevoy, Kat To



pEV altiov amdvtwy, T 6¢ avaitiov tdong dbng: wote td ye 6N kat' [983e] oupavov UTT dAAou
Tou ddval yeyovéval, kal pf Puxfg T Kal owuatog oUTwE Elvatl yevwwAuata, IO pwpia Tte Kal
&loyia. €l & olv Sl vikav ToUC Tepl AMAVTWY TV ToloUTwv Adyouc Kal Tiot®¢ Bela dpaivesdat
yeyoveval Ta totadta oupmavta, duolv tol Bdtepa Beteov avta:

A©. i) yap Beoug altolg tadta Upvntéov Opbotata, f) Bedv eikdvag wg aydlpata [984a]
UTtIoAaBELV yeyoveval, Be®v alTWV Epyacapevwy: o yap avortwv ye oude Bpaxeog aglwv, anN
Omep eipAkapev, toUTwv NPV Bdtepa Betéa, TG 6¢ TEOBEVTA TLUNTEOV TIAVIWV AYAARATWVY
Stadepovtwg: o yap pATote pavi) KaAiw Kal KowoTtepa cCUPTIAVTWY avBpwnwv aydipata, ovd’
¢v SladpEpoucty TOTOLG SpupEva, KaBapldtnTL kal oegpvotntl Kat oupmdon [984b] {wh
Sladépovta A tavtn w¢ mavtn Taltn yeyévntal viv odv SR Tiepl Be®v EyXELPPUEV TO Ve
ToooUtov, ta SVo katddvteg {®a opatd NUiv, & dapev dbdavatov, TO &€ yrwov amnav Bvntov
yeyoveval, ta tpia ta péca tv TEvTe T petadu toutwy cadéotata katd S6&av thv ETILELKR
yeyovota Telpabivat Agyewv. aibepa pev yap peta to mop BMOpev, Ypuxhv & €€ avtol tBmOuev
mAAtTewy {®a Suvapy £xovta, Wotep [984c] TV AWV yev@v, TO TIOAU pev Th¢ avtod ¢uosw,
TA &€ OUKPOTEPA CUVSECHOU YXAPLY €K TWV BAAWV yev@v: peTa &€ Tov aibepa €€ agpog TAATTELWY
Thv Yuyxhv yevog Etepov {wwv, Kal To tpitov €€ DSatog. mdvta &¢ dnuloupyrnoacav tadta Puyxhv
{wwv €ikOg 6Aov oUpavov EuTAfjoal, xpnoapevny TaotL Tolg yeveol Katd SUVapLY, TIAVTWY HUEV
HeTOX WV ToD {fjv yeyovotwv: SeUtepa &€ Kal Tpita Kal Tétapta Kat TeuTta, [984d] amno Bsiv TV
davep®v ap&apeva yeveoewg, €ig HUAG ToUG AvBpWTIOUG ATIOTEAEUTAV.

Beoug pév 6n, Ala te kal “"Hpav kat toug dA\oug Ttdvtag, 8t TG €0€AeL, TaUTn Katd TOV auTov
TIB€00wW vopov Kal Taylov €xetw todtov tov Aoyov: Beolg &6& &N toug Opatolg, peyiotoug Kal
TIULWTATOUG Kal 6&utatov 0p{vtag TAvn, ToUg TIPWToUC THV TV dotpwv GUCLY AekTEov Kal
0oa peta ToUuTwv aicBavopeba yeyovota, PETA &6&€ TOUTOUC Kal UTIO toutolg £ERC [984e]
Sdalpovag, agplov 6¢ yevog, €xov £€6pav tpitnv kal peony, thHe Epunveiag aitiov, 0xalg TLubv
HAAQ xpewv Xapw Thg e0drpou diamopeiac.

AO. t@v &¢ Suo toutwv {Wwv, Tol T €€ aibepog €deEhg Te Agpog Bv, Slopwpevov OAov alT®Ov
ékdtepov elval—mapdy 8 TAnoiov o0 katadnlov Aulv yiyveoBai—petéyovta && [985a]
dpovnoewg Bavpaothg, dte yévoug dvta e0pabolc Te Kal pVAOVOC, YIYVWOKELY PEV CUUTIA0AV
THV AUETEPAV avTa Stavolav Aeywpey, Kal TOV Te Kahov AUV kat ayabov apa Bauvpaot®g
aomadecBal kat tov opodpa kKakov ULoely, dte AUTING peteyovta HdN—Oeov pév yap & ToOv TENOG
gyovta TtHC Bsiag poipag #Ew toUTwV €ival, AUTING Te Kal ASov, tod 88 dpovelv kal tod
YLWYVWOKEWY Kata mavta petelindevat— [985b] kal cuptAfpoug & {wwv olpavod yeyovotog,
EppnvevecBal TpOg AAAAAOUC Te Kal ToUg Akpotdtoug Beol( mdAvtag te kail mavta, Sl To
dEpeoBal ta péoa TV {wwv €Tl Te yiv Kal £t Tov OAov oUpavov EAadpd dpepdpeva popn. To &
08atog meprtov v AUiBeov pév amekdoelev Qv TG 0pBK¢ amelkalwy €€ avtod yeyoveval, kat
TOUT €lval Toté piv dpwpevov, BANOTE 68 arokpudBEy aSnAov yiyvduevoy, Badua Kat auuspav
APy [985c¢] TtapexOpeVOV. TOUTWV S TV TEVTE BVTwG Ovtwv {wwv, OTIN TWVEG EVETUXOV APWVY, i
KaB' OTvov €v dVeLPOTIOAQ TIPOOTUYXOVTEG, | Katd dAUAg Te Kal pavteiag AexOev TLowv €v akodig
Uylaivouotv i kal kapvououy, i kat teheuth) Blou Tpootuyeat yevouevolg, idia te kal dnuooia
60&ag mapayevopevag, 00gv tepa TTOANA TIOANQV yeyovey, TG 6¢ yevhoetal, ToUTwV TIAVTWY
VopoBETNG, 00T volv KkekTnTal Kal TOV Ppayutatov, oUToTe Wi TOAMAON KAwoTop®v, ETil
BeocéBelav AT ph cadeg Exet [985d] T Tpédat TTOALY £autold- Kal puhv o008 OV & TTETPLOG VOHOG
glpnkev Tepl Buolv AToKWAUOEL, pndév To Tapdrmav idwg, waotep o0’ 6v Suvatov eideval th
BvnTH PpUGEL TV TOLOUTWV TIEPL. TOUC 8¢ dvtwg ATV pavepolg dvtag B=olg &p’ oUy alTOG AGYoC



EYEL KAK{OTOUC Elval TOUG pF) TOAUGVTAG AéyeLy APV Kal GpavepolG TIOLETY AvopyLaoTou T dvTag
€tepoug BeoUlC Kal TLHAG ph Sexopévoug TAg Tipoonkouoag autolg viv [985e] && &N cupPaivel
yLyvopevov dua to toloitov:

A@. olov yap €l Toté Tig AU®V AALOV B GEAAVNY EWPAKWE AV YLyVOUEVouG EPopGVTAG T AUES
mavtag, kat ph €dppalev aduvatog wv T $palelv, TWRG TE Apoipoug 6vtag Apa Kat pn
TIpoBupOoTTo TO ye aUTOU pEPOC, €lg EvTipov Ywpav katadavelg dywv alTtoug, £o0ptdg Te alTolq
yiyveoBat motelv kat Buciag, armoAapfavopevov Te XpPOvov €KAOTOLG HEL(OVWY Kal EAATTOVWVY
TIOANAKLG [986a] éviauTt®v Opag Slavépely, p’ 00K &v KakOG £autd Te Kal MW TG YLyVWOKOVTL
Aeyouevog év 6ikn ouvedokel AeyeaBal ot &v;

KA. IG yap oUK, G EEVE; KAKLOTOC pEV 0DV.
A®. todto toivuy, O Khewia dpike, Tept Eug vOv yLyvopevov (0Bt pavep®c.
KA. IOC AEyeLg;

AO. Tote OKT® SuvApELS TMV TiEpl BAov olpavdvy yeyovuiag aSeApac GAAAwY, OV KaBswpaka
gyw—kal o08Ev péya Swamémpaypat [986b] padlov yap kal étépw—rolTwy & eiol Tpeic abtat,
uia pv AAiou, pia 82 oehfvng, pia 8¢ TV MavNT®V 80TpwV WV EUVAGBNUEV OAlyov EUTTpocBey,
mevie 6¢ €repal. tavtag 6f mdoag Kal Toutoug ToU( &v Tautalolv €lte avtoug iovtag elte
bepopgvoug €v OXpacot TtopeveaBal tautn, Undelg ANwG TIOTE vopion TTAvtwy AUV WG oL pEV
Beol glowv avt®y, ot &' 00, und' w¢ ol pev yvnalol, ot &€ toloUtol tveg oloug oLSE BELG elttely
AU@V o08evi, Tavteg 8¢ & mAvtag Aéywpév te Kal [986c] dGpev adsddoug T elval Kal &v
adehdpalq poipalg, kal Tpag amodidwpev Ui T pEV €viautov, T 6¢ piva, tolg 6¢ prte twa
HOTPAV TATTWHEY HATE TVa XpOvov &v ¢ SteEépyetal TOV altold TIOAOV, GUVATIOTEAGV KGOV BV
gtaev Adyog 6 mavtwy Betdtatog 6patov: Ov 6 pev evdalpwy Tp@OToV pEv €Bavpacey, Emelta &€
E€pwta €oyev ol katapabelv omooa Bvnth ¢uoel Suvatd, fyoupevog dplod’ oltwg ebTuxEoTATA
Te [986d] SLd&ewv OV Blov TeAeutroag te €ig TOToUC HEELY TipoonKovTag APETH, Kal PEPUNUEVOG
AANBGC Te Kal BVTWC, peTahaBwv GPOVACEWS €LC OV WLEC, TOV ETiNoLiov XpOvov BewpdC TGV
KaA\{oTtwv yevopuevog, 0oa kat' oYy, dtatehel. viv 6h Tt petd todd ATV Aourmdv Agyewy ool T
glolv, kal tiveg o0 yap [986e] upnAmote davdpev Yeudels. BePfaiwg &f Suoyupilopal To ye
T0000TOV. Aéyw yap TIEAV OKTK HEV lvarl, TRV 8& OKTK TPELG pév eipfodat, Tiévte & ETL AouTtdc,. f
TeTdptn 6¢ popd Kal S1e§odog Apa Kal TepTTn Tayel pEv NAiw oxedov lon, kat olte Bpadutépa
0o0Te BATTwyV TO VY €miTtav. €l TouTwV TPLWV BVTWV TOV volv ikavov £xovta fyelobat. Aeywuev 6N
tavtag AAou T glval Kal £éwopépou, Kal TPItou—wG pév dvopatt Gpalelv oUK 0TV St TO pi
ylyvwokeoBat, toutou & aitiog 6 p®tog tadta katdwv BapBapog wv:

AO. TtaAalog yap 6f [987a] tpottog EBpedev Tolg TipwTOoUC Tadta Evwwonoavtag St to KAAOG TG
Bepig Wpag, Hv Alyutttog te Zupla 0" ikav®g kekTnTal, Gavepolg HeEV WG ETIOC ELTIEV AOTEPAC
aetl ovpmavtag kabopwvtag, dte vedp®v Kal UEATWY ATIOTIPOCcBEeV Ael TOU KOOHUOU KEKTNUEVOUG,
00ev kal mavtayxdoe kal 6ebp’ €ENkeL, Pefacaviopeva XpoOvw HUPLETEL Te Kkal amelpw. 6O
Bappoivta yph tadta i vOpoug B£cBat—Tto yap ph Tipa té Bela giva, té 8¢ tipta, cadp®g ok
EUPPpOVWV—OTL ¢ oUK [987b] dvopata Eoxnkev, TV ye aitiav xph AéyecBal tavtnv. dANa yap
gnwvupiav eifdacty Be@v: 6 pév vap £wodopog EoTiepdg Te v alTog Adpoditng slval oyxeSov
ExeL AOyov kal pdha Zupiw vopoBetn mpemoy, 0 & opodpopog NAlw tTe Apa Kal Toutw oxedov
‘Eppol. Tpelg & ETL dopag Aeywpev ETTL SeELA TTOPEVOUEVWVY HETA OEAAVNG Te Kal fAlou. Eva &€ Tov
Oyboov xph Aéyewy, Ov pAALoTA TIG v KOOMPOV TIpooayopevlol, O¢ evavtiog €kelvolg ouuTaoLy
TIopevETal, ouk Aywv Toug GANoUGg, WG ye AvBpwTtolg daivolt’ av OAlya toutwv €iddolv. doa 6¢



[987¢] ikavaig Topev, Avaykn Aéyewy kal Aéyopev: ) yap 8vtwe oboa codia tavtn T daivetat Td
kal OULKPA cuwvoiag dpORAG Belag Te PeTeANGSTL. AotTtol 8 TPElG AOTEPES, WV £1¢ P&V BpaduThTL
Stadepwv avt®v €ott, Kpovou & autdv Twveg enmwvupiav ¢pbeyyovtar tov && peta toltov
BpaSuTATL Aéyewy xph AOG, "Apew¢ 6% 6 petd toltov, Mavtwv 8& olToC €puBpwTaTtoV EXeL
XpWpa. xahemov 6& ovSEv TouTwV Katavofoat [987d] twva ¢pdlovtog tvog, aAAG padovta, wg
Aéyopev, Rystobat Sel.

T66¢€ ye pnv davonbfval xph mavt dvépa "ENANva, wg TOTov £xopeV TOV TV EANAVwVY Tipog
ApeTNV €v Tolg oxedov dplotov: TO &' Emawvetov altod xph Aéyelv OTL pECOG Qv €ln XELHWVWVY TE
Kal Tfg Bepwiig duocwg, N &' Lotepoloa AUV €ig TO Bepvov duaLg ToD TEPL TOV EKET TOTTIOV, OTIEP
glropev, Dotepov alTolg TaPASESWKEV TO TOUTWV TWV BeWV ToD KOOHOU Katavonua. Aapwpev &€
w¢ Oturtep Av "EANAnveg BapBapwv [987e] mapaldBwoat, k&dAALov Tolto €ig TENog amepyalovtat:

AO. kal 6N kal Tepl ta viv Agyopeva tautov Sel Stavonbfjval tolto, wg XaAETIOV pév TTavia ta
tolalta AavapdloPniAtwg €geupiokely, [988a] TOAAR & €ATl Aua kal KaAR KAMov kal
Sikatdtepov Ovtwg TG €k TV BapPBdapwv ENBolong drpng te dpa kal Bepateiag TAVIWY ToUTWV
TV Be®v emueAnoeoBal toug "ENAnNvag, atdelalg te Kat €K AeA®OV pavteialg YpwpeVoU( Kat
Taon tf Kata vopoug Bepareiq. Tode 6& undeic mote dpofn6H TV EANAVWY, WG o0 xph Tept TA
B€la mote mpaypatevecBbal Bvntolug dvtag, mdv 6¢ toutw Slavonbfval tolvavtiov, w¢g oUTE
&dpov £otiv Tote O Blov olte &yvoel [988b] Tou Thv AvBpwtiiviy pUcLy, AAN oldev 8Tt
S6aokovtog autod cuvakoAouBrioet kal pabnostal Ta stéackdpeva. ot ¢ Stéaokel todto auto
AUAC, pavBavopev 8¢ AUET AplBudy te kal aptBpEly, olsev SAToU. TTAVTwWY yap ddpovéotatov av
€ln tolto ayvoolv: toO Aeydpevov yap Gv 6viwg altd auto Ayvool, YaAemaivov T® Suvapevw
pavBdvely, AN’ o0 cuyydipov dveu $pBdovou Sta Bedv ayab® yevopevw. Aoyov &h Kal TIoAUV Kal
[988c] kahOV £XEL, TOTE pév, OTE TiEpL BRIV AV AvBpWTIOLS Stavoruata Tp®Ta, (¢ T £yévovTo oloi
Te €ylyvovto Kal 6 pév kal olag petexelpidovto MPAgeLg, ph kata voiv tolg cwdpoatv Aeyecbatl
undt diAwe, und’ wg ol Ssltepol, &v oi¢ peofutata pév T Tupog ENéyeto kal DSatog kal TGV
GMwv cwpdtwy, botepa &¢ ta thHg Bavpaotiic Yuxhg kal ¢opa KpelTtwv Kal TIHLWTEPA, v
o®pa ilnxev Ppepewv avtod te £€auto Beppotnt kat YPugeowv Kal oty Tolg TolouTolg, AN ou
Yuyh o®pa te kat Eautrv- [988d] viv & &te Aéyopev Puxnv ey, Autep €v owpatt yévntal, Badpa
0UGEV KLVETY Te Kal TiepLdepeLy tolto Kal €autry, oud’ Uiy amotel Puyn Kata Aoyov ovdeva wg
Bapog ovudev TepLdepeLy Suvapevn. Lo katl viv Huwv aglovviwy, Yuxfg obong aitiag tod dAouv,
Kal TIAVTwy pév TV ayabiv dvtwv tololtwy, TOV 62 ald GAalpwv TooVTwy ENWVY, THG HEV
dopdc Taonc [988e] kal kwAosw¢ Yuxhv aitiav gival Badpa ovdév, Thy & &mi tayabov dopav
kal kivnotv Thq aplotng Puxhg eivay, Thy & &mi Todvavtiov évavtiav, veviknkéval ST Kal vikdv té
ayaba ta pn towadta.

AO.

tadta ALV glpntat tdvta katd thy TV avooiwyv TIpwpov &¢ diknv: Tiepl &€ 6 to Sokiualopevov
00y 0l6V Te ATV ATILOTEY WG oL S€T TOV ye AyaBov codov Hudc fyeloBat, [989a] Thy && codiav
Tautny, fv ntoduev mdha, Swpev Gv ot &pa €mvorowpey i) Kata mawdeiav i) Kata Ttexvny,
AVTVa TOD YLyVWOKELY EVSEETG BVTEG TV Stkaiwy, AYVWHOVEC &V ELEV BVTEC ToloTToL. SoKOTEY
8 pot, Kal AekTéov: Bvw yap kai katw NTtév f pot katadpavig yéyovey, Tielpdcopal SHANV UiV
aUTHV ATOTEAETV. TO 6N PEYLOTOV APETHC 00 KAAXDC Tipattopevov AUV yéyovev aitiov, wg aptL
onuaivewv €k Tv [989b] eipnuévwy pot odpoSpa Sokel. petdov pev yap Apethg undelg NUag Tote
nieion th¢ edoePeiag elval T BvNT® yével Tolto & &L U apabiav thy peyiotnv év taic apiotalg
duoeov o0 yeyovev, Aekteov. aplotal &' elolv al yalemwtata pEv Qv yevopeval, peylotov &

10



6deNog, av yiyvwvtat ta te yap thg Bpadeiag te kal T évavtiag puoswg PeETpiwg ATtoSeXOUEVN
Yuyn kal Tpdwg, DKoo Av €in, TAV T Avdpelav ayapévn, Kal Tipog TO cwdpovelv e0TEONC, Kal
T6 ye péylotoy, év [989¢] tavtarlg Tailg dpuoeotv Suvapévn pavBdavely kai pvApwy oboa, €0 pdia
xaipewv touTtolg adtoi¢ Suvart &v ¢opadbhc Mot eilvat. Ttadta yap olte pasdia ¢puecBat,
VEVOUEVA Te, Kal tpodfg kal maidsiag tuydvta A¢ 6€l, tolg TAslotoug avt@v kal Xelpoug
Katexewy opBotata Suvalt’ av T ¢povelv kal TPATTELY Kal Agyelv Tiepl Beolg EKaoTa wg Ol Te
Kat Ote &6¢l, mepl Buoiag te kal kabappolg TV Tepl Beovg Te Kal AvBpwToug, OV OYAUACL
Texvaldovtag, aA\a adAndeia tip®vrag [989d] dpetrv, 6 &N Kal HEYLOTOV £0TL CUUTIAVTWY TIAon TH
TIOAEL. TOUTO 8h 00V TO HépOC elval papev GUCEL KUPLWTATOV Kal Suvatdv GG 0l6V T KAANOTA
kal &plota pabely, i S16GoKoL TG GAN 008 Av S18GEetey, €l pf Bedg UPnyoltor & T olv
S18dokol, katd tpotov &¢ ph Sp® TO TolodTov, KPEITTOV Hh pavBdvewy. dpwg & €k Ttv viv
AeyopEvwy avaykn paBelv talta kat gpe Aéyewv THv towaltnv te Kat apiotnv ¢uowv. [989e]
TielpwueBa 81 T@ te Noyw S1eEeNBeTY & T £0Tiv Kal ola kal w¢ Sel pavBdavely, katd Sovapy thy T
¢uhv Tol Aéyovtog [990a] kal Thv TGOV Suvapévwy gloakoloatl, BeoceBeiag QTVL TPOTIW TIE Tiva
pabroetat.

AO. oxeSdv pév olv 0TV &toTov akoloavty, TO & dvopa avtod Aéyopev AUELS Ve, 6 TIG OUK Av
Tote 86&eLev SU amelplav tod mpdypato¢—aotpovouiav—Aayvoel te 0Tl 0odwWTaToV AVAYKN TOV
4ANBMC acTtpovduov gival, ui tov kad' ‘HoiloSov actpovouolvia kal Tédvtag Toug TooUToug,
010V SUCHAC TE KAl AVATONAC ETECKEUMEVOV, AANG TOV TGOV OKT®W TIEPLOSWVY TAC ETTTA TIEPLOSOUC,
Se€lovong Tov auTt®v KUKAoV [990b] £kaotng oUTwg WG oUK Av padiwg Tote doa GuoLg ikavi
yevolto Bewphoat, ph Bavpaotiq peteéxovoa duoswg. 6 viv eipAkapev Epolpev Tg, G Papey,
ottn el te Kal OMwG XpewV pavBavely: TipeTov &' UV T0de AeyEcbw.

oeNfvn pev meplodov THv autig taxlota Stegeloly, ayouvoa pfjva kal TavoéAnvov Tpwtnv:
Sevutepov 6¢ katavoelv Sel Tov Aoy, Tpotiag dyovta dia mdong thg avtod meplddou, Kal ToUTw
TOUG ouvdpopouG. tva &€ pf ToAAkLg tavta Tept [990c] thv avtv Staleywpueda, Tag EANaG
6oag év t® TpocoBev SLe§NNBopev O66oug Toutwv o0 padiov cuwoely, €mi 6¢ Tadta
napackevalovtag GpUCEL olag Suvatdv gival, Xpewv TIOMG TipoSiSdokovta kai £0ilovta acl
SiarovrioacBal atda évta kal veaviokov. 810 pabnudtwv &¢ov Gv €in: TO 6¢& pEYLOTOV TE Kal
TIP®OTOV Kal aplBp®@v avtv AN oU cwpata £XOVIwy, AAAA OAnG TH¢ Tod Tepittod te Katl aptiou
YEVEOEWG TE Kal SUVAHEWC, OONV TTapEXETAL TIPOG THY TWV Bvtwv puowv. [990d] tadta &€ pabovtl
Toutolg €dpeEhc €otv O kalolol pév odpodpa yelolov dvopa yewpetpiav, TOV oUK Ovtwv &
opolwv aN\fholg puoel aplBp®v Opoiwolg Tpog thy TOV EmumeSwy polpav yeyovuld €0t
Stadavng 6 6f) Badpa ouk avBpwtitvov AN yeyovog Belov davepov av yiyvolto T@ Suvapevw
OUWOELV. PETA &€ TaUTnV Toug TPLg NUENUEVOUC Kal Tf) oteped duoeL Opoloug toug &€ dvopoioug
al yeyovotag £Tépa téxvn ouotol, tavtn fv 8 otepsopstpiav ékdhecav [990e] ol TIPOCTUYEIS
auTh yeyovoteg O 6¢ Belov T €oTiv Kal Bavpaotov tolg eykabop®aol Te Kal SLavooUpEVOLG WG
Tepl TO SumAdaciov ast otpedopevng thg Suvdpewg kal thg €§ évavtiag tavtn Kab' €kdotnv
avahoyiav €(60¢ kal yévog amotumodtat [991a] méoa f pUaLC.

AO. ) hev 6N pwtn tod SumAaciov KAt aplBuoV v PO SUo Katd Adyov dpepopEvn, SUTAAcLov
8¢ f) katd Suvauty oboa: f| & €l¢ TO oTEPEBY TE Kal ATTTOV TIEAWY ab StAAcLov, ad’ £VOC €l OKTW
SlamopevBeloa- n 6¢ Suthaciouv pev €ig peoov, lowg 6¢ tob éNdttovog TAéov ENATTOV TE TOU
peidovog, to & Etepov T® AUTR pEPEL TV AKpwvV AUT®V UTIEPEXOV TE Kal UTIEPEXOUEVOV—EV
pEow &€ Tol €€ poOG T [991b] Swdeka cuveRN TO Te HULOALOV Kal ETTPLTOV—TOUTWV ATV &V
T® péow € audotepa otpedopevn TOolg AvBpwtol oclPdwWVOV Ypeiav Kal CUMPETPOV
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ameveiparo adlag pubpod te kat appoviag xapuy, evdaipovt xopeia Mouo®v SeSopgvn.

tadta pév odv 8 tavtn yiyvécBw Te Kal éxétw ocluumavia- T® & &mi toutolg TéNog, €i¢ Beiav
yéveowv dpa kat Thv TV 0pat®v kaliotnv te kal Belotdtnv duow itéov, donv avBpwTtiolg Beog
E8wkev Katldely, fv olmote Aveu TV vOv [991c] Stelpnuevwy pi katdwy énevéntal tTig pactwvn
TtapalaBelv. TpoOG TouToLg 8¢ TO Kab' Ev T® Kat' €l6n TIPOOAKTEOV €V €KAOTALG TAIg cuvouaialg,
EPWTOVTA Te Kal EAEyyovTa Ta PN KAA®DG pnbevta: maviwg yap KaAiotn kal Tpwtn Bacavog
avBpwtiolg dpBKC yiyvetal, doal 8& ouk oloal TpooTiolodvtal, HAaTatdTaTog TTEVoC AMAVTWY. ETL
&€ thv dakpifetav tod xpdvou AUV AnTiteov, wg AKpLRRC amoteAel avta Ta kat' [991d] oupavov
ylyvopeva, v 6 tiotevoag w¢g 6 AOyog aAnBng yeEyovev OTL TipeofUTeEPOV T €oTiv Apa Kal
Bewdtepov Puyh owpatog, AyRoalt av TaykaAwg Te Kal ikavig sipfoBal t© Bedv gival mévta
TIAéa Kal pndemote MO pnée apeleia TV KpelTTOvwyY AUAG TIapwAlywphobat. vontéov &' €otiv
Tept Tdvta ta towadta todeg, W¢ €av pEV TG €kaota ToUTwv 0pB®G Aaupdvn, peY ddeNog
yiyvetatl t@® mapalapfdavovtt kata Tpotoyv, €l 6€ YR, BeOV duelvov Agl Kahelv: 6 &€ Tpotog 6de
[991e] —avaykn yap to ye toooltov ¢pdlewv—tiav Staypappa apBuod te olotnua Kal
appoviag cvotactv dmacav th¢ Te TV A0Tpwv TIEpLPopdc Th dpoloyiav oloav piav amdvtwy
avadavijvat 6€1 t® kata tpomov pavedvovty, daviostat 8¢, dv, O Aeyopev, 0pOBDOG TLG €ig Ev
BAETIWV pavBavn—

AO. Seopdc [992a] yap TEGUKKC TIAVTWY TOUTWV ¢ avadavioetal SLavooupévol —ei & BAwG
Twg tadta petayelpleltal TG, toxnv S€l KaAely, Gotep Kal A&yopev. ol yap @veu ye ToUTwv
UATIOTE TIG &V TIOAEGLY 0Saipwy yévntal dpuaotg, GAN olTog 6 TpdTog, altn A Tpodn, tadta T
pHaBfpatar €ite xahkemd €ite padia, Tautn Topeuteov. ApeAfjoal &€ o0 Beuttév €otv Be®y,
katadavolq yevopuevng thHg TAviwy adT®v Kata TpoTtov Aeyopevng dnung [992b] eutuyolc. tov
6¢ ovpmavta tadta oltwg eiAndota, toltov Adyw TOV GAnbBeotata codwtatov: Ov Kai
Suoyupidopat mailwv kal omouvddlwv Apa, 6te Bavatw TG TV ToloUTwY ThHv avtod poilpav
avarm\foel, oxedov Zavriep T amoBavov f, pATE peBéewv EtL TTOMGV TéTE KaBdamep viv
aiobAoswy, pdg te polpag petelandota povov kal €k TOMGOV &va yeyovota, €vdaipova te
€oeoBal kal codwtatov dua kal pakdapLov, ite TG év ATeipolg €T’ év vijooLg pakdplog v [992¢]
{h, kakelvov pebegelv TR Tolavtng del tuxng, kelte Snuooia T ermtndevoag tadta eite 6ig
SLafL®, Ta avtd kKat woaltwg altov Tpagelv apa Be@v. 0 6& KAt apydg te éNéyopev, Kal viov
auTOg TApeott AOyoG AANBNG 6viwg, wg ol duvatdov avbpwtiolg TeEAEwG pakaplolg Te Kat
e0daipoot yevéoBal ANV OAiywy, €0ty Talta 0pB®¢ eipnuéva- 6TtdooL yap Belol kat cwdPppoveg
dpa thg GANANG te peteyxovteg Apetig duoel, Tpog [992d] &¢ toutolg doa padbrpatog Exetal
pakaplou mavta silndoteq —a & Eotwv eipAkapev—toutolow povolg ta tod Satpoviou
ovpmavta iKav®g gAnyé te kal &xeL. Toi¢ pév olv tadta oltw Slamovhoacty iSia Aéyouev Kal
dnuooia katd vopov TtTiBepev, €l mpeofutou TENOG adlkopEvolg TAG peyiotag apxag
napadidooBat 6€lv, toug & GANNOUG TOUTOLG CUVETIOMEVOUG €UPNUElV Tavtag Beoug dupa kat
Taoag, Kal TOV VUKTEPLVOV oUANNOyov €Tl TtautnVv Tthv codlav ikav®g yvovtag [992e] te kal
Sokipdoavtag Apdg opBdtata rdvrag mapakalelv.
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English translation

[973a]
Cl.

True to our agreement, good sir, we have come all three—you and I and Megillus here—to
consider in what terms we ought to describe that part of understanding which we say produces,
when it so intends, the most excellent disposition of the human being for wisdom which is
possible for man. For we claim that we have described all the other matters [973b] connected
with law-giving; but the most important thing for us to discover and state—what it is that mortal
man should learn in order to be wise—this we have neither stated nor discovered. Let us,
however, now try to make good this defect: else we shall practically leave incomplete the quest
on which we all set out, with the purpose of making our subject clear from beginning to end.

Ath.

My dear Cleinias, you are quite right, yet I think you are about to hear a strange statement; and,
in a sense, one that is not so strange either. For many on becoming acquainted with life [973c]
have the same account to give—that the human race will not be blessed or happy. So follow me
now and apprehend if you conceive me, as well as them, to be giving a proper account of this
matter. I say it is impossible for men to be blessed and happy, except a few; that is, so long as
we are living: I limit it to that. But one may rightly hope to attain after death all the things for
whose sake one may strive both in life to live as nobly as one can and in death to find a noble
end. What I say is [973d] no subtle doctrine, but a thing that all of us, Greeks and foreigners
alike, in some way perceive—that from the beginning existence is difficult for every live creature:
first, partaking of the state of things conceived, then again, being born, and further, being
reared and educated—all these processes involve a vast amount of toil, [974a] we all agree.

Ath.

And our time must be a short one, I do not say in the reckoning of the wretched, but on any
supposition of what is tolerable. It does seem to give just a breathing-space about the middle of
human life: yet swiftly old age is upon us, and must make any of us loth ever to live our life
again, when one reckons over the life one has lived—unless one happens to be a bundle of
childish notions. And what, pray, is my evidence for this? It is that such is the nature of the
matter now under inquiry [974b] in our discussion. We are inquiring, you know, in what way we
shall become wise, presuming that each of us has this power in some sort or other: but it evades
and escapes us as soon as we attempt any knowledge of reputed arts or knowledges or any of
the ordinary sciences, as we suppose them to be; for none of them is worthy to be called by the
title of the wisdom that pertains to these human affairs. Yet the soul firmly believes and divines
that in some fashion she has it, [974c] but what it is that she has, or when, or how, she is quite
unable to discover. Is not this a fair picture of our puzzle about wisdom and the inquiry that we
have to make—a greater one than any of us could expect who are found able to examine
ourselves and others intelligently and consistently by every kind and manner of argument? Is
the case not so, or shall we agree that so it is?

Cl.
We shall probably agree with you on that, my good sir, [974d] in the hope which in time you will
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surely give us of forming hereafter the truest opinion on these matters.
Ath.

Then first we must go through the other sciences, which are reputed as such, but do not render
him wise who acquires and possesses them; in order that, having put them out of the way, we
may try to bring forward those that we require, and having brought them forward, to learn
them.

First, therefore, let us observe that while the sciences which are first needs of the human race
[974e] are about the most necessary and truly the first, yet he who acquires a knowledge of
them, though in the beginning he may have been regarded as wise in some sort, is now not
reputed wise at all, but rather incurs reproach [975a] by the knowledge he has got.

Ath.

Now we must mention what they are, and that almost everyone who makes it his aim to be
thought likely to prove himself in the end as good a man as possible avoids them, in order to
gain the acquirements of understanding and study. So first let us take the practice among
animate beings of eating each other, which, as the story goes, has made us refrain entirely from
some, while it has settled us in the lawful eating of others. May the men of old time be gracious
to us, as they are: for we must take our leave of whatever men were the first of those we were
just mentioning ; but at any rate [975b] the making of barley-meal and flour, with the
sustenance thereof, is noble and good indeed, yet it is never like to produce a perfectly wise
man. For this very name of making must produce an irksomeness in the actual things that are
made. Nor can it well be husbandry of land in general: for it is not by art but by a natural gift
from Heaven, it seems, that we all have the earth put into our hands. Nor again is it the
fabrication of dwellings and building in general, nor the production of all sorts of
appliances—smiths’ work, [975c] and the supply of carpenters’, moulders’, plaiters’, and, in fine,
all kinds of implements; for this is of advantage to the public, but is not accounted for virtue.
Nor again the whole practice of hunting, which although grown extensive and a matter of skilled
art, gives no return of magnificence with its wisdom. Nor surely can it be divination or
interpretation as a whole; for these only know what is said, but have not learnt whether it be
true.

And now that we see that the acquisition of necessaries [975d] is achieved by means of art, but
that no such art makes any man wise, there may be some diversion remaining after
this—imitative for the most part, but in no way serious. For they imitate with many instruments,
and with many imitative acts, not altogether seemly, of their very bodies, in performances both
of speech and of every Muse, and in those whereof painting is mother, and whereby many and
most various designs are elaborated in many sorts, moist and dry; and though a man ply his
craft in these with the greatest zeal, in nothing is he rendered wise by imitation. [975e] And
when all these have been performed, there may yet remain assistance, in countless forms and
countless cases: the greatest and most useful is called warfare, the art of generalship; most
glorified in time of need, requiring most good fortune, and assigned rather to a natural valor
than to wisdom.

[976a]
Ath.
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And that which they call medicine is likewise, of course, an assistance in almost every case
towards things of which animal nature is deprived by seasons of untimely cold and heat and all
such visitations. But none of these is of high repute for the truest wisdom: for they are borne
along by opinion, as inaccurate matter of conjecture. We may, I suppose, speak of pilots and
sailors alike as giving assistance: yet you shall not report, to appease us, a single wise man from
amongst them all; for a man cannot know [976b] the wrath or amity of the wind, a desirable
thing for all piloting. Nor again all those who say they can give assistance in law suits by their
powers of speech, men who by memory and exercise of opinion pay attention to human
character, but are far astray from the truth of what is really just.

There still remains, as a claimant to the name of wisdom, a certain strange power, which most
people would call a natural gift rather than wisdom, appearing when one perceives someone
learning this or that lesson with ease, or remembering a great many things [976c] securely; or
when one recalls what is suitable to each person, what should properly be done, and does it
quickly. Some people will describe all this as nature, others as wisdom, and others as a natural
readiness of mind: but no sensible person will ever call a man really wise for any of these gifts.

But surely there must be found some science, the possession of which will cause the wisdom of
him who is really wise and not wise merely in men'’s opinion. Well, let us see: for in this laborious
discussion we are trying our hardest to find some other science, [976d] apart from those we
have mentioned, which can really and reasonably be termed wisdom; such an acquirement as
will not make one a mean and witless drudge, but will enable one to be a wise and good citizen,
at once a just ruler and subject of his city, and decorous. So let us examine this one first, and see
what single science it is of those that we now have which, by removing itself or being absent
from human nature, must render mankind the most thoughtless and senseless of creatures.
[976e] Well, there is no great difficulty in making that out. For if there is one more than another,
so to speak, which will do this, it is the science which gave number to the whole race of mortals;
and I believe God rather than some chance gave it to us, and so preserves us.

Ath.

And I must explain who it is that I believe to be God, though he be a strange one, and somehow
not strange either: for why should we not believe [977a] the cause of all the good things that are
ours to have been the cause also of what is far the greatest, understanding? And who is it that I
magnify with the name of God, Megillus and Cleinias? Merely Heaven, which it is most our duty
to honor and pray to especially, as do all other spirits and gods. That it has been the cause of all
the other good things we have, we shall all admit; that it likewise gave us number we do really
say, and that it will give us this hereafter, if we will but follow its lead. [977b] For if one enters on
the right theory about it, whether one be pleased to call it World-order or Olympus or
Heaven—Ilet one call it this or that, but follow where, in bespangling itself and turning the stars
that it contains, it produces all their courses and the seasons and food for all. And thence,
accordingly, we have understanding in general, we may say, and therewith all number, and all
other good things: but the greatest of these is when, after receiving its gift of numbers, one has
covered the whole circuit.

Moreover, let us turn back some little way in our discussion [977c] and recall how entirely right
we were in conceiving that if we should deprive human nature of number we should never
attain to any understanding. For then the soul of that creature which could not tell things would
never any more be able, one may say, to attain virtue in general; and the creature that did not
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know two and three, or odd or even, and was completely ignorant of number, could never
clearly tell of things about which it had only acquired sensations and memories. From the
attainment of ordinary virtue— [977d] courage and temperance—it is certainly not debarred:
but if a man is deprived of true telling he can never become wise, and he who has not the
acquirement of wisdom—the greatest part of virtue as a whole—can no more achieve the
perfect goodness which may make him happy. Thus it is absolutely necessary to postulate
number; and why this is necessary can be shown by a still fuller argument than any that has
been advanced. But here is one that will be particularly correct—that of the properties of the
other arts, which we recounted just now in granting the existence of all the arts, [977e] not a
single one can remain, but all of them are utterly defective, when once you remove numeration.

Ath.

And one may judge, perhaps, for brevity's sake how the human race needs number, by glancing
at the arts—and yet that too is a great matter—but if you note the divinity of birth, and its
mortality, in which awe of the divine must be acknowledged, and real number, [978a] it is not
anybody who can tell how great is the power which we owe to the accompaniment of number as
a whole—for it is clear that everything in music needs a distinct numeration of movement and
notes—and above all, how it is the cause of all good things; and that it is the cause of no evil
thing is a point that must be well understood, as it may be quickly enough. Nay, the motion that
we may call unreasoned and unordered, lacking shape and rhythm and harmony, and
everything that has a share of some evil, [978b] is deficient in number altogether; and in this
light must the matter be regarded by him who means to end his life in happiness. And no one
who does not know the just, the good, the honorable and all the rest of such qualities, with a
hold on true opinion, will number them off so as fully to persuade both himself and his
neighbor.

Now let us go on to inquire into the actual question of how we learnt to count in numbers. Tell
me, whence have we got the conception of one and two, a natural gift that [978c] we have from
the All to enable us to conceive of their existence? Then again, many other living creatures are
not endowed by nature even to the actual point of being able to learn from their father to count;
whereas in us, in the first place, God implanted this very conception, so that we might be equal
to comprehending it when shown to us, and in the second place, he showed it and shows it.
Among such things, what one more singularly beautiful can a man behold than the world of
day? Then he comes to the province of night, and views it; and there quite another sight [978d]
lies before him. And so the heaven, revolving these very objects for many nights and many days,
never ceases to teach men one and two, until even the most unintelligent have learnt sufficiently
to number; for that there are also three and four and many, each of us must further conceive on
seeing those objects. And God made one thing that he wrought from them, the moon, which
shows herself at one time larger, at another smaller, and runs her course, [978e] showing ever a
new shape, until fifteen days and nights are passed: this is her circuit, if one chooses to sum her
orbit, as one and entire, in one ; so that, we may say, even the least intelligent creature must
learn it, among those on whom God has bestowed the natural gift of being able to learn.

Ath.

Within certain limits, and in certain cases, every creature so enabled has been made fully apt for
numeration,— [979a] when it considers any unit in itself. But as to reckoning number generally
in the relations of things to each other, I think that God, if not for a greater reason, to this end
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interposed, as we mentioned, the waxing and waning of the moon, and arranged the months to
make up the year, and all things began to comprehend number in relation to number by a
happy fortune. Hence it is that we have fruits and the teeming of the earth, so that there may be
food for all creatures, with no inordinate or immoderate occurrences of winds and rains: [979b]
but if in spite of this something does occur in an evil way, we ought not to charge it upon the
divine but upon the human nature, for not disposing our own lives aright.

Now in our inquiry about laws, you know we decided that all other things that are best for men
are easy to discover, and that everyone may become competent both to understand and to
perform what he is told, if he discovers what is that which is likely to profit him, and what is not
profitable: well, we decided, and we are still of the same mind, that all other studies [979c] are
not very difficult, but that this of learning in what way we should become good men is one of the
utmost difficulty. Everything else, again, that is good, as they say, is both possible and not
difficult to acquire, and the amount of property that is wanted or not wanted, and the kind of
body that is wanted or not: everyone agrees that a good soul is wanted, and agrees, moreover,
as to the manner of its goodness, that for this again it must be just and temperate and brave;
but whereas everyone says it must be wise, no one any longer agrees at all with anyone else, in
most cases—we have just now [979d] explained—as to what its wisdom should be. So now we
are discovering, besides all those former kinds, a wisdom of no mean worth for this very
purpose of showing how he is wise who has learnt the things that we have explained. And if he
is wise who has knowledge of these things and is good at them, we must now take account of
him.

Cl.

Good sir, how properly you said that you are undertaking to express great thoughts on great
subjects! [979¢]

Ath.

Yes, for they are not small, Cleinias: but what is more difficult is to show that they are entirely
and in every sense true.

Cl.

Very much so, good sir: but still, do not weary of the task of stating your views.
Ath.

I will not, and therefore you two must not weary either of listening to me.

Cl.

Agreed: I give you my word for us both.

[980a]

Ath.

Thank you. To begin with, then, we must necessarily state first, it would seem best of all, in a
single word, if we are able so to put it—what is that which we suppose to be wisdom; but if we
are utterly unable to do this, we must say in the second place what and how many kinds of it
there are that a man must have acquired, if he is to be wise according to our story.

Cl.
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Pray speak on.
Ath.

And as to the next step, it will be no offence in the lawgiver that he speaks finer things than have
been previously said about the gods, and uses higher terms of portrayal, making as it were a
noble sport [980b] and honoring the gods, with high tribute of his hymns and affluence
throughout the period of his own life.

Cl.

Well spoken, indeed, good sir. Yes, may you have this consummation of your laws, after making
fine sport in praising the gods and having passed a purer life, to find thereby the best and
fairest end!

Ath.

Then how, Cleinias, do we state it? Do we honor the gods, think you, to the utmost with our
hymns, praying that we may be moved to speak the fairest and best things about them? Do you
state it so, or how? [980c]

Cl.

Nay, absolutely so. Now, my excellent friend, pray to the gods with confidence, and utter the
fine specimen of a speech that you are moved to make about the gods and goddesses.

Ath.

It shall be done, if the god himself will be our guide. Do but join in my prayer.
Cl.

Speak what follows next.

Ath.

It is necessary, then, it seems, that I should first portray in better terms, according to our
previous statement, the generation of gods and of living creatures, which has been ill portrayed
by those before us; I must resume the statement which I have attempted [980d] in speaking
against the impious, declaring that there are gods who have a care for all things, small and
greater, and who are well-nigh inexorable in what relates to the justice of things: that is, if you
remember, Cleinias; for you did take memoranda besides, and indeed what then was spoken
was very true. And the most important part of it was that every soul was senior to each body : do
you remember? Or in any case, surely, this must be so? For that which is better and more
ancient and more godlike is credibly so [980e] in comparison with the young, the junior, and the
less emancipated; and altogether, a thing governing is senior to a thing governed, and the
driver every way senior to the driven. So much, then, let us conclude—that soul is senior to
body;

Ath.

and if this is the case, [981a] what came first in that which first was born will more credibly seem
almost to have been original. So let us take it that the beginning of the beginning is more
august in state, and that we are most correctly entering upon wisdom in the greatest matters
relating to the generation of the gods.
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Cl.
Let this be so, as far as we can state it.
Ath.

Come then, shall we say that a living creature is most truly described by its nature, as a case of
one combination of soul and body so uniting as to beget one shape?

Cl.

Correct. [981Db]

Ath.

And such a thing is most justly called a living creature?
Cl.

Yes.

Ath.

On the most likely account there are to be reckoned five solid bodies, from which one might
fashion things fairest and best; but all the rest of creation has a single shape, for there is
nothing that could come to be without a body and never possessing any color at all, except only
that really most divine creature, the soul. And this alone, one may say, has the business of
fashioning and manufacturing, [981c] whereas the body, as we call it, has that of being
fashioned and produced and seen. But the other—let us repeat it, for not once only be it
said—has to be invisible even to the inquiring, and merely thought, if he has got a share of
memory and reckoning by both odd and even variations. The bodies, then, being five, we must
name them as fire, water, and thirdly air, earth fourth, and ether fifth; and by predominance of
these are each of the many varieties of creatures perfected. We should learn this by single
instances in the following way. [981d] Let us take as earthy our first single element—all men, all
things that have many feet or none, and those that move along and that stay still, held in place
by roots; but we must conceive its unity thus, though all these things are the outcome of all
kinds, yet for the most part it is of earth and of solid nature. And another kind of creature we
must regard as second in birth as well as one that can be seen: for its greatest part is of fire,
though it has some earth and [981e] air, and has slight portions of all the others also, wherefore
we must say that all sorts of creatures are born of them, and things seen, and here again we
must conceive the heavenly kinds of creatures, which altogether, we must agree, have been
born as the divine race of stars, endowed with the fairest body as also with the happiest and
best soul. One or other of two lots we may very well, in our judgement, assign to them: for each
of them is either imperishable [982a] and immortal, and by all necessity wholly divine, or has a
certain longevity sufficient for the life of each, such that nothing could ever require a longer one.

Ath.

Let us therefore first observe that, as we state it, such creatures are of two sorts—for let us state
it again—both visible, the one of fire, as would appear, entirely, and the other of earth; and the
earthy is in disorder, whereas that of fire has its motion in perfect order. Now that which has
motion in disorder we should regard as unintelligent, acting [982b] like the animal creatures
about us for the most part; but that which has an orderly and heavenly progress must be taken
as strongly evincing its intelligence. For in passing on and acting and being acted upon always in
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the same respects and manner it must provide sufficient evidence of its intelligent life. The
necessity of a soul that has acquired mind will prove itself by far the greatest of all necessities;
for it makes laws as ruler, not as ruled: but this inalterable thing, when [982c] the soul has taken
the best counsel in accord with the best mind, comes out as the perfect thing in truth and in
accord with mind, and not even adamant could ever prove stronger than it or more inalterable;
but in fact the three Fates have it in hold, and keep watch that what has been decided by each of
the gods with the best counsel shall be perfect. And men ought to have found proof of the stars
and the whole of that travelling system being possessed of mind in the fact that they always do
the same things because they do what has been decided long ago for an incalculable time,
[982d] not deciding differently this way and that, and doing sometimes one thing, sometimes
another, in wanderings and changes of circuit. Most of us have thought just the opposite—that
because they do the same things in the same way they have no soul: the multitude followed the
lead of the unintelligent so far as to suppose that, whereas humanity was intelligent and living
because it moved about, divinity was unintelligent because it abode in the same courses. But if
man had sided with the fairer and better and [982€] friendly part, he might have concluded that
he ought to regard as intelligent—and for this very reason—that which acts always in the same
respects, in the same way, and for the same reasons; and that this is the nature of the stars,
fairest to see, and passing along, dancing the fairest and most magnificent of all dances in the
world, they make good the needs of all living creatures.

Ath.

And now, to see how justly we speak of their living spirit, [983a] let us first consider their great
size. For they are not actually those small things that they appear to be, but each of them is
immense in its bulk; we should do well to believe this, because there are ample proofs of such a
conclusion. For we can rightly consider the whole of the sun as larger than the whole of the
earth, and all the travelling stars are of amazing size. Let us conclude then whether it can
possibly be that any natural force revolves this great mass that is now being revolved,
continually and at the same time. [983b] God, then, I say, will be the cause, and never in any
other way is it possible. For never can a thing get living spirit by any other means than by the act
of God, as we have explained; and when God is able to do this, he has found it a perfectly easy
matter, firstly that all body and all mass should be made a living creature, and secondly to move
it in the course he considers best. So now I trust we may make one true statement about all
these things: it cannot be that earth and heaven and all the [983] stars and all the masses they
comprise, without soul attached to each or resident in each, should pass along as they do, so
exactly to every year and month and day, and that all the things that happen should happen for
the good of us all.

And according as man is a meaner creature, he should show himself, not a babbler, but a
speaker of clear sense. If, then, anyone shall speak of onrushes or natural forces or the like as in
a sort the causes of bodies, he will say nothing clear: but we must firmly recall what we have
said, and see whether [983d] our statement is reasonable or is utterly at fault—namely, in the
first place, that existence is of two kinds, the one soul, and the other body, and that many things
are in either, though all are different from each other and those of the one kind from those of
the other, and that there is no other third thing common to any of them; but soul differs from
body. Intelligent, of course, we shall hold it to be, and the other unintelligent; the one governs,
the other is governed; and the one is cause of all things, while the other is incapable of causing
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any of its experiences: so that to assert that the heavenly bodies [983e] have come into
existence through anything else, and are not the offspring, as we have said, of soul and body, is
great folly and unreason. However, if our statements on all such existences are to prevail, and
the whole order of them is to be convincingly shown to be divine by their origin, we must
certainly class them as one or the other of two things:

Ath.

either we must in all correctness glorify them as actual gods, [984a] or suppose them to be
images produced as likenesses of the gods, creations of the gods themselves. For they are the
work of no mindless or inconsiderable beings but, as we have said, we must class them as one
or other of these things; and, if classed as the latter, we must honor them far above all images:
for never will fairer or more generally-known images be found among all mankind, none
established in more various places, more pre-eminent in purity, majesty, and [984b] life
altogether, than in the way in which their existence is altogether fashioned. Well then, for the
present let us attempt so much in treating of the gods, as to try—after observing the two living
creatures visible to us, of which we call one immortal, and the other, all earthy, a mortal
creation—to tell of the three middle things of the five, which come most evidently, according to
the probable opinion, between those two. For let us consider ether as coming next after fire,
and let us hold that soul fashions from it live creatures with their faculties, as it does creatures
from the other kinds of element, [984c] each being for the most part of that one nature, but in
its lesser parts derived from the other elements for the sake of connection. After ether, there is
fashioned by soul another kind of creature from air, and the third kind from water; and by
having produced all these it is likely that soul filled the whole heaven with creatures, having
made use of all the elements so far as it could, and all the creatures having been made
participators in life; but the second, third, fourth, and fifth kinds, which took their first origin
from what are manifest gods, [984d] end finally in us men.

Now the gods—Zeus and Hera and all the rest—each man must regard in what light he pleases,
though according to the same law, and must take this account as reliable. But as our visible
gods, greatest and most honorable and having keenest vision every way, we must count first the
order of the stars and all else that we perceive existing with them; and after these, and [984e]
next below these, the divine spirits, and air-born race, holding the third and middle situation,
cause of interpretation, which we must surely honor with prayers for the sake of an auspicious
journey across.

Ath.

We must say of either of these two creatures—that which is of ether and, next to it, of air—that
it is not entirely plain to sight: when it is near by, it is not made manifest to us; [985a] but
partaking of extraordinary intelligence, as belonging to an order which is quick to learn and
strong in memory, we may say that they understand the whole of our thoughts, and show
extraordinary kindness to anyone of us who is a good man and true, and hate him who is utterly
evil, as one who already partakes of suffering. For we know that God, who has the privilege of
the divine portion, is remote from these affections of pain and pleasure, but has a share of
intelligence and knowledge in every sphere; and the heaven being filled full of live creatures,
[985b] they interpret all men and all things both to one another and to the most exalted gods,
because the middle creatures move both to earth and to the whole of heaven with a lightly
rushing motion. The kind which is of water, the fifth, we shall be right in representing as a
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semi-divine product of that element, and it is at one time seen, but at another is concealed
through becoming obscure, presenting a marvel in the dimness of vision. So these [985¢] five
being really existent creatures, wherever any of us came upon them, either happening upon
them in the dream-world of sleep, or by something spoken to persons listening in health, or
equally in sickness, through ominous utterances and prophecies, or again when they have
arrived at the end of life opinions that occur to us both in private and in public, whence many
sanctities of many beings have arisen, and others shall arise—in regard to all these the lawgiver
who possesses even the slightest degree of mind will never dare by innovations to turn his city
to a divine worship which is [985d] lacking in certainty. Nor indeed will he put a stop to sacrifices
on which the ancestral custom has pronounced, when he knows nothing at all of the matter, just
as it is not possible for mortal nature to know about such things. And of the gods who are really
manifest to us the same statement must surely hold—that those men are most evil who have
not courage to tell and make manifest to us that these are likewise gods, but without any
frenzied rites, or any tribute of the honors that are their due. But as things are, we have a
strange conjunction [985e] of proceedings:

Ath.

for it is as though one of us should see the sun or moon being born and all of us looking on, and
should utter no word through some impotence of speech, and should not also at the same time
be zealous, so far as in him lay, when they lacked their share of honor, to bring them in all
evidence to an honored place, and cause festivals and sacrifices to be offered to them, and
apportion to each a reserved space of time for the greater or lesser length of its year, as may
happen: [986a] would it not be agreed both by himself and by another who observed it that he
would justly be described as an evil man?

Cl.

To be sure he would, my good sir; nay, most evil.

Ath.

Well then, this, my dear Cleinias, is what, you may take it, has evidently happened to me now.
Cl.

How do you mean?

Ath.

You know that there are eight powers of those contained in the whole heaven which are
cognate to each other: these I have observed, and it is no great achievement; for it is easy
enough [986b] for anybody. Three of them are that of the sun, for one, that of the moon for
another, and a third that of the stars which we mentioned a little while ago; and there are five
others besides. Now in regard to all these and those beings who either have their own motion in
these, or are borne in vehicles so as to make their progress thus, let none of us all ever idly
suppose that some of them are gods, while others are not, or that some are genuine, while
others are of a certain kind which it is not permissible to any of us even to express; but let us all
declare and say that they are all cognate [986c] and have cognate lots, and let us render them
due honor, not by giving to one a year, to another a month; but to none of them let us appoint
either a certain lot or a certain time in which it travels through its particular orbit, completing
the system which the divinest reason of all appointed to be visible. This first the man who is
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blest admires, and then he feels a passion for understanding so much as is possible for mortal
nature, believing that thus he will best and most happily pass through life, [986d] and at the end
of his days will arrive at regions meet for virtue; and having been truly and really initiated, and
won his individual intelligence, and become for the rest of time a spectator of what is fairest, so
far as sight can go, in this state he continues. And now after this it remains for us to say how
many and who these beings are: [986¢€] for we shall never be found to have spoken falsely. Thus
far, at least, I asseverate with certainty: I say, once more, that there are eight of them, and that
while three of the eight have been told, five yet remain. The fourth in motion and transit
together, and the fifth, are almost equal to the sun in speed, and on the whole are neither
slower nor swifter. These being three, must be so regarded by him who has sufficient mind. So
let us speak of them as powers of the sun and of Lucifer, and of a third, such that we cannot
express it in a name because it is not known; and he is to blame for this who first beheld these
things, since he was a foreigner:

Ath.

for it was an ancient custom that nurtured those who first [987a] remarked these things owing
to the fairness of the summer season which Egypt and Syria amply possess, so that they
constantly beheld the whole mass, one may say, of stars revealed to their sight, since they had
got then, continually without obstruction of clouds and rains in the sky; whence they have
emerged in every direction and in ours likewise, after having been examined for thousands of
years, nay, for an infinite time. And therefore we should not hesitate to include them in the
scope of our laws; for to have divine things lacking honor, while other things are honored,
[987b] is clearly a sign of witlessness; and as to their having got no names, the cause of it should
be stated as we have done. For indeed they have received titles of gods: thus, that Lucifer, or
Hesperus (which is the same), should almost belong to Aphrodite, is reasonable, and quite
befitting a Syrian lawgiver ; and that that which follows the same course as the sun and this
together should almost belong to Hermes. Let us also note three motions of bodies travelling to
the right with the moon and the sun. One must be mentioned, the eighth, which we may
especially address as the world-order, and which travels in opposition to the whole company of
the others, not impelling them, as might appear to mankind in the scant knowledge that they
have of these matters. But we are bound to state, [987c] and do state, so much as adequate
knowledge tells us. For real wisdom shows herself in some such way as this to him who has got
even a little share of right and divine meditation. And now there remain three stars, of which
one is distinguished from the others by its slowness, and some speak of it under the title of
Saturn; the next after it in slowness is to be cited as Jupiter; and the next after this, as Mars,
which has the ruddiest hue of all. Nothing in all this is hard to understand [987d] when someone
expresses it; but it is through learning, as we declare, that one must believe it.

But there is one point which every Greek should bear in mind—that of all Greeks we have a
situation which is about the most favorable to human excellence. The praiseworthy thing in it
that we have to mention is that it may be taken as midway between a wintry and a summery
climate; and our climate, being inferior in its summer to that in the region over there, as we said,
has been so much later in imparting the cognizance of these cosmic deities. And let us note that
[987e] whatever Greeks acquire from foreigners is finally turned by them into something nobler;

Ath.

and moreover the same thing must be borne in mind regarding our present statements—that
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although it is hard to discover everything of this kind beyond dispute, there is hope, [988a] both
strong and noble, that a really nobler and juster respect than is in the combined repute and
worship which came from foreigners will be paid to all these gods by the Greeks, who have the
benefit of their various education, their prophecies from Delphi, and the whole system of
worship under their laws. And let none of the Greeks ever be apprehensive that being mortals
we should never have dealings with divine affairs; they should rather be of the quite opposite
opinion, that the divine is never either unintelligent or in any ignorance of [988b] human nature,
but knows that if it teaches us we shall follow its guidance and learn what is taught us. That it so
teaches us, and that we learn number and numeration, it knows of course: for it would be most
utterly unintelligent if it were ignorant of this; since it would truly, as the saying is, be ignorant
of itself, vexed with that which was able to learn, instead of whole-heartedly rejoicing with one
who became good by God's help. And indeed there is much good reason to suppose that
formerly, [988c] when men had their first conceptions of how the gods came to exist and with
what qualities, and whence, and to what kind of actions they proceeded, they were spoken of in
a manner not approved or welcomed by the wise, nor were even the views of those who came
later, among whom the greatest dignity was given to fire and water and the other elements,
while the wonderful soul was accounted inferior; and higher and more honored with them was a
motion assigned to the body for moving itself by heat and chills and everything of that kind,
[988d] instead of that which the soul had for moving both the body and itself. But now that we
account it no marvel that the soul, once it is in the body, should stir and move about this and
itself, neither does our soul on any reckoning mistrust her power of moving about any weight.
And therefore, since we now claim that, as the soul is cause of the whole, and all good things are
causes of like things, while on the other hand evil things are causes of other things like them, it
is no marvel [988e] that soul should be cause of all motion and stirring—that the motion and
stirring towards the good are the function of the best soul, and those to the opposite are the
opposite —it must be that good things have conquered and conquer things that are not their
like.

Ath.

All this we have stated in accordance with justice, which wreaks vengeance on the impious: but
now, as regards the matter under examination, it is not possible for us to disbelieve that we
must deem the good man [989a] to be wise; and let us see if we may perhaps be able, either by
education or by art, to perceive this wisdom which we have all this while been seeking; for if we
fall behind the just in failing to know it, our condition will be that of ignorant persons. Such,
then, seems our case to me, and I must say so: for I have sought this wisdom high and low, and
so far as it has been revealed to me I will try to render it plain to you. Now the fact that the
greatest part of virtue is not properly practiced is the cause of our condition, as is just now
indicated—it seems clear to me—by what has been said. [989b] For let no one ever persuade us
that there is a greater part of virtue, for the race of mortals, than piety; and I must say it is
owing to the greatest stupidity that this has not appeared in the best natures. And the best are
they which can only become so with the greatest difficulty, and the benefit is greatest if they do
become so: for a soul that admits of slowness and the opposite inclination moderately and
gently will be good-tempered ; and if it admires courage, and is easily persuaded to temperance,
and, most important of all, is enabled [989c] by these natural gifts to learn and has a good
memory, it will be able to rejoice most fully in these very things, so as to be a lover of learning.
For these things are not easily engendered, but when once they are begotten, and receive due
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nourishment and education, they will be able to restrain the greater number of men, even the
worse among us, in the most correct way by our every thought, every action, and every word
about the gods, in due manner and due season, as regards both sacrifices and purifications in
matters concerning gods and men alike, so that we are contriving no life of pretence, [989d] but
truly honoring virtue, which indeed is the most important of all business for the whole state.
That section of us, then, we say is naturally the most competent, and supremely able to learn
the best and noblest lessons that it may be taught: but it cannot get this teaching either, unless
God gives his guidance. If, however, it should be so taught, but should fail in some way to do
accordingly, it were better for it not to learn. Nevertheless it follows of necessity from our
present statements, that I agree that the nature which is of this kind, and the best, should learn
certain things. [989e] Let us try, then, to set forth in our statement what things these are, and of
what kind, and how one should learn—so far as our ability permits both me the speaker and
those who are able to hearken— [990a] in what manner one will learn the proper reverence of
the gods.

Ath.

It is, indeed, a rather strange thing to hear; but the name that we, at any rate, give it—one that
people would never approve, from inexperience in the matter—is astronomy; people are
ignorant that he who is truly an astronomer must be wisest, not he who is an astronomer in the
sense understood by Hesiod and all the rest of such writers, the sort of man who has studied
settings and risings; but the man who has studied the seven out of the eight orbits, each
travelling over its own circuit in such a manner as [990b] could not ever be easily observed by
any ordinary nature, that did not partake of a marvellous nature. As to this, we have now told,
and shall tell, as we profess, by what means and in what manner it ought to be learnt; and first
let us make the following statement.

The moon travels through its orbit very swiftly, bringing first the month and full-moon; and in
the second place we must remark the sun, with his turning motion through the whole of his
orbit, and with him his satellites. But to avoid repeating again and again the same things on the
same subjects [990c] in our discussion, the other courses of these bodies that we have
previously described are not easily understood: we must rather prepare our faculties, such as
they may possibly be, for these matters; and so one must teach the pupil many things
beforehand, and continually strive hard to habituate him in childhood and youth. And therefore
there will be need of studies: the most important and first is of numbers in themselves; not of
those which are corporeal, but of the whole origin of the odd and the even, and the greatness of
their influence on the nature of reality. [990d] When he has learnt these things, there comes
next after these what they call by the very ridiculous name of geometry, when it proves to be a
manifest likening of numbers not like one another by nature in respect of the province of
planes; and this will be clearly seen by him who is able to understand it to be a marvel not of
human, but of divine origin. And then, after that, the numbers thrice increased and like to the
solid nature, and those again which have been made unlike, he likens by another art, namely,
that which [990e€] its adepts called stereometry; and a divine and marvellous thing it is to those
who envisage it and reflect, how the whole of nature is impressed with species and class
according to each analogy, as power and its opposite continually turn [991a] upon the double.

Ath.

Thus the first analogy is of the double in point of number, passing from one to two in order of
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counting, and that which is according to power is double; that which passes to the solid and
tangible is likewise again double, having proceeded from one to eight; but that of the double
has a mean, as much more than the less as it is less than the greater, while its other mean
exceeds and is exceeded by the same portion of the extremes themselves. Between six and
[991b] twelve comes the whole-and-a-half (9 = 6 + 3) and whole-and-a-third (8 = 6 + 2): turning
between these very two, to one side or the other, this power (9) assigned to men an accordant
and proportioned use for the purpose of rhythm and harmony in their pastimes, and has been
assigned to the blessed dance of the Muses.

In this way then let all these things come to pass, and so let them be. But as to their crowning
point, we must go to divine generation and therewith the fairest and divinest nature of visible
things, so far as God granted the vision of it to men; a vision that none of us may ever boast of
having received at his leisure [991c] without the conditions here laid down. And besides these
requirements, one must refer the particular thing to its generic form in our various discussions,
questioning and disproving what has been wrongly stated; for it is rightly found to be altogether
the finest and first of tests for the use of men, while any that pretend to be tests, without being
so, are the vainest of all labors. And further, we must mark the exactness of time, how exactly it
completes all the processes of the heavens, in order that he who is convinced of [991d] the truth
of the statement which has been made—that the soul is at once older and more divine than the
body—might believe it a most admirable and satisfactory saying that all things are full of gods,
and that we have never been disregarded in the least through any forgetfulness or neglect in
our superiors. And our view about all such matters must be that, if one conceives of each of
them aright, it turns out a great boon to him who receives it in a proper way; but failing this, he
had better always call it God. The way is this— [991e] for it is necessary to explain it thus far:
every diagram, and system of number, and every combination of harmony, and the agreement
of the revolution of the stars must be made manifest as one through all to him who learns in the
proper way, and will be made manifest if, as we say, a man learns aright by keeping his gaze on
unity;

[992a]
Ath.

for it will be manifest to us, as we reflect, that there is one bond naturally uniting all these
things: but if one goes about it in some other way, one must call it Fortune, as we also put it. For
never, without these lessons, will any nature be happy in our cities: no, this is the way, this the
nurture, these the studies, whether difficult or easy, this the path to pursue: to neglect the gods
is not permissible, when it has been made manifest that the fame of them, stated in proper
terms, hits the mark. [992b] And the man who has acquired all these things in this manner is he
whom I account the most truly wisest: of him I also assert, both in jest and in earnest, that when
one of his like completes his allotted span at death, I would say if he still be dead, he will not
partake any more of the various sensations then as he does now, but having alone partaken of a
single lot and having become one out of many, will be happy and at the same time most wise
and blessed, whether one has a blessed life in continents or in islands; and that such a man will
partake [992c] always of the like fortune, and whether his life is spent in a public or in a private
practice of these studies he will get the same treatment, in just the same manner, from the
gods. And what we said at the beginning, and stands now also unchanged as a really true
statement, that it is not possible for men to be completely blessed and happy, except a few, has
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been correctly spoken. For as many as are divine and temperate also, and partakers of virtue as
a whole in their nature, [992d] and have acquired besides all that pertains to blessed study—and
this we have explained—are the only persons by whom all the spiritual gifts are fully obtained
and held. Those then who have thus worked through all these tasks we speak of privately, and
publicly establish by law, as the men to whom, when they have attained the fullness of seniority,
the highest offices should be entrusted, while the rest should follow their lead, giving praise to
all gods and goddesses; and we should most rightly invite the Nocturnal Council to this wisdom,
when we have duly distinguished and approved [992€] all its members.
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